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The Object of Rotary 
To encourage and foster the ideal of service as a 
basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular to 
encourage and foster: 

1 The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service. 

2 High eth ica l  standards in business and 
professions; the recognition of the worthiness 
of all useful occupations; and the dignifying 
of each Rotarian's occupation to serve society. 

3 The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian's business and community life. 

4 The advancement of internat ional  
understanding, goodwill and peace through 
a wor ld  fe l lowship of bus iness  and 
professional persons united in the ideal of 
service. 

The Four Way Test 
Ask Yourself: 

Is it the truth? 

Is it fair to all concerned? 

Will it build goodwill and better friendship? 

Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 
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Preface 

It has given me enormous pleasure to have been 
given the opportunity to write and compile the 
history of what is, to me, a very unique Rotary 
Club. I would like to thank all the current and 
past members and wives for their support and 
contributions. During the writing, compiling and 
bullying of some of the contributors, my memory 
has been jogged regarding some of the nice, funny 
and sometimes sad events that have occurred 
during the past 25 years in the life of the Rotary 
Club of Langley Park - long may this unique club 
prosper into the next century. 

Here's to the next time! 

x 
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CHAPTER ONE 

What's in a Name? 

The stranger, arriving at one of London's four 
main airports, may ask a taxi driver to go to 
'Langley Park'; this stranger to the area could well 
be in for a substantial and very costly shock! 

A drive to Langley Park in Mill Hill, north west 
London may be awaiting our intrepid traveller. 

Perhaps a three hundred-mile trip may be facing 
the unwary stranger, as the other Langley Park is 
some four miles north west of the cathedral City 
of Durham! This second Langley Park is however 
noted for its famous son - Bobby Robson - former 
England soccer manager and now manager of 
Newcastle United. 

Our traveller could have perhaps asked for 
Langley Park Road? Again, the taxi driver could 
well be rubbing his hands with glee. A study of 
the gazetteer of London Streets (courtesy of 
Nicholson's Greater London Street Atlas) will note 
two Langley Park Roads. The first one is in Slough, 
Berkshire - just a few mi l e s  to the west of 
Heathrow Airport, and the taxi driver may well 
be bringing our visitor from Gatwick, Stansted or 
Luton airports! The second Langley Park Road is 
to be found in Sutton in Surrey . . .  quite a bit closer 
to our real destination. 

Would our visitor have been better off had he 
asked to be taken to Langley? Unfortunately not! 

At the last count there were at least eight 
Langleys in England! There's the one near Slough 
in Berkshire - the other seven start with the one 
near Macclesfield in Cheshire, another is close to 
Saffron Walden in Essex and then there's Langley 
near Southampton in Hampshire; one neighbours 
Stevenage in Hertfordshire and another is near 
Leeds Castle in Kent (another confusion for our 
visitor. . .  the castle is nowhere near the Yorkshire 
city of the same name). There is a further Langley 
near Shakespeare's birthplace of Stratford-upon 
Avon and finally there is one in deepest West 
Sussex. 

Langley would appear then to be a familiar and 
wel l  used p lace-name w i th i n  the English 
countryside.  There are others - as yet, the 
following have been ignored: King's Langley 
(Berkshire), Langley Burrel (Wiltshire), Langley 
Hill (Gloucestershire), Langley Marsh (Somerset), 
Langley Street (Norfolk). 

F ina l ly  there is Langley-on-Tyne in 
Northumberland - three short miles (as the curlew 
files) from the author's home! 

Therefore, courtesy of several  venerable 
publications, including the Ordnance Suruey's 
Place Names in Great Britain, the reader (and our 
bold visitor) has been on a round trip of many 
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'Langleys' and 'Langley Parks' in various corners 
of England. But is our traveller any closer to the 
final goal? 

In reality the area our visitor is making for is 
'Park Langley' not 'Langley Park' although the 
local golf club and secondary boys' and girls' 
schools use the latter title. Usage over the years 
has made Langley Park the norm rather than Park 
Langley. 

Where, perhaps, does the name 'Langley' come 
from? 

Using James Johnson's Place Names of England 
and Wales (Bracken Books, 1994):  

'Langley' first appears in the chronological 
Charter dated 8 6 2  AD, the Cartulariym 
Saxonicum (after Birch), as 'Langan Leaze 
or Langan/age' which, in turn, is probably 
derived from the old English 'fang leah' 
meaning a 'Long Meadow'. However, an 
interesting aside is that the other 'Langley 
Park' in Durham is derived from the old 
Norse 'Lang-lif erga' meaning a 'shieling, 
shelter, or dairy hut of Langlif - a Norse 
woman'. 

However, ask any Rotarian in the south-east of 
England, 'Can you tell us the whereabouts of 
Langley Park?' and the cry would go out, 'There 
is only one Langley Park!' 

The Park Langley estate as it now exists has 
remained largely unchanged in area since the end 
of the eighteenth century, when it was bounded 
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approximately by what are now three of the best 
known Public Houses in the area - The Pickhurst 
Tavern, the Eden Park Hotel (both former meeting 
places of Langley Park Rotary Club) and The 
Elmer Lodge, a small hostelry on the edge of 
Beckenham. 

The history of the area is, however much, 
earlier recorded and a Roman road passed through 
Langley at the time of the invasion in 50 AD. 

During the Norman Conquest of England after 
1 0 6 6  the land was owned by Bishop Odo, a 
Frenchman who was the Bishop of Bayeux and 
Earl of Kent. The estate then extended from 
Beckenham in the north to Keston in the south 
and was bounded by Bromley in the east and the 
Kent county boundary in the west. 

Although many well-known local families 
(Malmain, Style, Elwill, Burrell) owned parts of 
the estate in the years that followed, the precise 
origin of the 'Langley' title is unclear. 

L a n g l e y  was p r o b a b l y  a  m a n o r  in the 
possession of the Malmain family up until the 
middle of the 14th century; whether the manor 
bore the name of Langley before 1 3 5  0  or whether 
the new owners gave it that name is doubtful. 

In 1451 a John Violett purchased the property 
which was then purchased by John Style, an 
alderman of London, in 1 5 1 0 .  Langley Park 
remained in the Style family for many generations 
and in 1 6 0 7  a  chapel within their house was 
c o n s e c r a t e d  by Dr Barlowe, the B i s h o p  o f  
Rochester. 

In 1 7 1 8  the estate passed to Elizabeth Style who 

Copyright 2000 - Langley Park Rotary Club



married Sir John Elwill and, in 1732 the estate 
was sold on to Hugh Raymand. Raymand's son 
inherited the Langley estate, but on his death in 
1768 it passed to his sister Amy. Amy Raymand 
married Peter Burrell II of Kelsey and, on Amy's 
death in 1789, the property was inherited by her 
grandson Peter Burrell IV, who later became Lord 
Gwydir. 

In 1820 the last of the Burrell family, Lord 
Gwydir, died and the land, by now approximately 
the same area as the Langley Park Rotary Club 
territory, was sold by public auction. 

The sale of the estate brought to an end the 
association of the Burrell family with Beckenham 
after 132 years. 

The estate covered over 3000 acres (1200 
hectares) and extended from Monks Orchard and 
Hams Farm in the south, beyond Eimers End to 
the west, to Beckenham High Street in the north 
and to Bromley in the east. 

Between 1820 and 1920 no fewer than three 
mansion houses were constructed, the first two 
being destroyed by fire and the third, Langley 
Court, eventually being sold in 1921  to  the 
Wellcome Foundat ion ,  the In te rnat iona l  
Pharmaceutical company which became Glaxo 
Wellcom e in 1 9 9 5 ,  and which owned the 
remaining 1 10  acres of the estate until 1997, when 
all was sold for redevelopment. 

In 1910  Langley Park Golf Club, now one of 
the most exclusive golf clubs in the area, was 
opened and the old mansion was used as the club 
house until gutted by fire in 1913 .  It is understood 

that Langley Park School for Girls now stands on 
the site of this old mansion. Shortly afterwards 
the remaining land not owned by Wellcome or 
the golf club was sold to a property developer. 

The developer built the 'Chinese Garage' (now 
owned by David Stoneham's Masters Group) and 
the nearby shops, as examples of the style of 
buildings he hoped to use for all houses in the 
area. Plans of the intended development still exist 
and show a circular shopping and community 
precinct near the golf course. 

These plans never succeeded, probably due to 
the recession in England in the early 1930s, and 
at that time the land was sold in smaller lots for 
housing development. 

The result was to have been an interesting 
arrangement of desirable houses in a mixture of 
styles, with garages, shops, publ ic transport, 
sporting facilities and publ ic  houses on the 
perimeter. When completed, however, the Park 
Langley estate itself had no public house, no 
church, no buses, no trains, no shops, and a 
population of over 10,000 potential Rotarians. 

No wonder Langley Park Rotary Club has 
flourished for its first twenty-five years and will 
continue to thrive into the next millennium. 
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CHAPTER Two 

The Early Years 

YEAR ZERO 
19 7 4 Ground Zero 

JoHN WILLIAMS, at that time a partner in the local 
firm of solicitors, Williams & Williams, was 
approached by the Rotary District Extension 
Officer, Charles Stock (a Beckenham Rotarian), 
to form a new Club with territory ceded by both 
the Beckenham and West Wickham Rotary Clubs. 

On 8 July 1974 the first meeting was held at 
the Eimers End offices of Williams & Williams 
and attended by Don Buchanan and Reg Brown 
(both of whom later resigned), Nick Stone, who 
became the Club's Founder-Secretary, and David 
Conno l ly  who survived the pace and finally 
became President during the millennium period 
2000/2001. 

From this time regular meetings were arranged 
and held on Monday evenings at the Dominique 

res taurant  in Beckenham High Street and 
membership slowly began to grow. 

Some thoughts on those early days come from 
Lionel D Edwards who was in at the beginning 
and helped start Langley Park, with John Williams. 

Lionel remembers that the first few meetings 
were hosted in his dining room in Hayes. He was 
also elected first Vice-President serving for most 
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of the first year, before eventually leaving for the 
USA later in 1975. 

James Pitt-Payne also has some fond memories 
of those early, heady, days of Langley Park. James 
writes, 

I joined Rotary on 29 January 1975. About 10 
days before I had had a phone call from Dr Lionel 
Edwards, a local GP, and he came to see me and 
explained what Rotary was. I joined the interim 
Rotary club, as yet unnamed, the same day as Les 
Patterson and we met on the upper deck of the 
restaurant in Beckenham High Street. 

James continues, 

It was very difficult not to be terribly aware of 
PDG Charles Stock, at that time the District 
Extension Officer. At first sighting, a somewhat 
dour man who had spent his life tending park 
life in terms of flora and fauna, his somewhat 
serious approach to all matters Rotary seemed to 
find a perfect balance with the evidently happy 
band he was trying to meld together, so that we 
might go forth to our Inauguration which would 
follow in April 1975 . 

James finishes these early thoughts of the Langley 
Park club with, 
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The interim President was John Williams, of 
course, and what a dashing figure he was with 
his moustache, his beard and his Lotus sports car 
which he drove everywhere at a steady 30 mph 
on account of his magisterial duties! 

Founder President John Williams, however, can 
put a sl ightly different 'spin' on the fledgling 

Rotary Club: 

I had never been interested in joining a service 
organisation as my time had been fully engaged 
in doing my law studies, then qualifying as a 
Sol icitor and building up my own Practice in 
Eimers End. My main out of office interests were 
sport and music - spending my leisure time 
playing cricket or hockey and singing with West 

Wickham Operatic Society. In 1966  I  was 
appointed to the Bench at Bromley Magistrates' 
Court, and I had become Secretary to the SE 
London branch of the Magistrates' Association 
in 1969. 

In approximately 1973 I was invited by Ken 
Howe to attend a l u n c h t i m e  meet ing of 
Beckenham Rotary Club, to be a guest speaker 
on the subject of my work as a JP. I attended the 
Rotary Club, but thought no more about Rotary, 
as I still regarded it as an activity which was for 
older people who had time to take two hours off 
for lunch once a week, and that was just not my 
life style at that time . . .  or even now. 

John continues, 

Some time in 1974 I received a phone call at my 
office from a gentleman called Charles Stock, who 
said he would like to meet me to talk about a 

local community project. When I met Charles be 
was quite unassuming and told me that he was a 
member of the Rotary Club of Beckenham and 
that the club was planning to cede part of their 
club territory, covering Eimers End and the Park 
Langley area of Beckenbam, so that a new Rotary 
Club could be formed. 

Charles Stock said that he was looking for a 
'Number One', namely a local person in business 
in the Eimers End area, who might be willing to 
start forming a new club by calling a meeting of 
some business contacts . . .  he did make it plain 
that I was not the first person he had approached, 
so I was not to think that I had been specially 
selected for the task! 

Charles explained the history of the Rotary 
Movement and of its founding by a lawyer, Paul 
Harris, in Chicago in 1905, its development over 
the years and the avenues of Service. He told me 
that if I started the club as 'Number One' I would 
have a considerable influence over the way the 
club developed and that as I would be calling the 
early meetings, I could decide when and where 
the club would meet, and at what time. 

John's only 'free' time at that stage was on a 
Monday evening, which was the night he attended 
team selection meetings at Bromley Hockey Club. 

He found it difficult to get home for dinner on 
Mondays in the winter before going across to 
Bromley for meetings which started at 8 :30 pm. 
John continues, 

The idea of meeting once a week with local 
business people, many of whom would perhaps 
be colleagues and friends I had known from 
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Both Beckenham and West Wickham Rotary Clubs ceded territory to facilitate the birth of Langley Park Rotary Club 
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schooldays and certainly from involvement with 
other organisations, appealed to me. One other 
attraction of a Monday evening meeting was that 
no Rotary Clubs met on Bank Holiday Mondays, 
which meant some respite on a few days each year! 

John knew the area backwards, as the territory of 
Eimers End, Eden Park and Park Langley was very 
much his 'patch' as a local vonveyancing solicitor 
and he had considerable contact with estate agents, 
building societies, bank managers, surveyors, 
retailers, doctors and, indeed, the whole business 
community within that area. 

The initial meetings and interim members are 
recalled by John, 

One of my clients owned a restaurant in he High 
Street in Beckenham known as Viva Maria, and I 
interested her in letting the interim Rotary Club 
use her restaurant for our early meetings once 
we outgrew my office as a meeting place. I became 
an enthus ia s t  very q u i c k l y  and the c lub  
membership was no problem once a few of us 
started regular meetings. 

Looking at the faces in the Charter Night 
group photograph brings back memories of my 
early days as a solicitor in Eimers End . . .  there in 
the photo I see David Connolly (a young surveyor 
I was recommending to my conveyancing clients), 
Nick Stone (Company Secretary at Twinlocks, 
whom I knabbed when he came in to do swears 
before me); Lionel Edwards (my NHS doctor 
from West Wickham); Ralph Lampard (whose 
father's bakery had sold me black market cakes 
just after the War when I cycled to school from 
West Wickham to Beckenham); Doug Briggs (a 

St David's College parent like myself); Fred 
Marsh (one of the local managers at Barclays in 
Eimers End); Terry Gauntlett (one of my earliest 
schoolfriends, with a shared interest in the Yew 
Tree Boys Club, St Francis Church and West 

Wickham Operatic Society). There was also Les 
Patterson (a persuasive client for whom I acted, 
but who had also sold us window blinds, curtains 
and carpets for our house, before we knew what 
had happened!); Michael Kelsh (a friend from 
the Bromley Bench and a local insurance broker 
of repute); John Sutherland (a local pharmacist 
next to the Rising Sun, which I frequented for 
lunch - the latter not the chemist's shop!); then 
there was Dennis Berry (who fortuitously joined 
us early on and was a tower of strength with his 
knowledge of Round Table activities, both at 
home and abroad); Dr Brian Johnson (one of my 
clients whom I chatted-up over a conveyance and 
who worked at Burroughs Wellcome); Robin 
Hazelton (a long-standing friend from WWOS 
and a s en io r  execut ive with Burroughs  
Wellcome); and then there was Doctor James Pitt 
Payne (my private health doctor by that time). I 
must, therefore, accept some of the responsibility 
for bringing such an eccentric into the Rotary 
movement! 

John Williams concludes his memories with, 

Charles Stock was my guide and mentor for the 
first two years of the Rotary Club of Langley Park, 
and I am eternally grateful to him for persuading 
me that 'Number One' in a new Rotary Club was 
a unique opportunity to help create a service 
organisation which would bring lasting benefit 
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The first page of the first minutes of the Inaugural Meeting, held on 7 April 1975 
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co its members and co the wider community. 

When Charles died, I tried to repay the debt to 

h i s  memory by extending Rotary with the 

formation of Bromley Sunrise, a new concept in 

local Rotary. 

YEAR ONE 

1975-6 First Full Year of the Interim 
Rotary Club of Langley Park 
The Inaugural Dinner and meeting was arranged 
for 7 April 1975 and was held at the Eden Park 
Hotel  i n  the presence  of the then Dis t r ic t  
Governor, Harry Howard,  and many other 
District Officers. At the meeting JOHN WILLIAMS 

was confirmed as Interim President and other 
officers and committees were elected. 

The Prospective Members of the Rotary Club 
of Langley Park 
The Rotary I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ' C l u b  I n a u g u r a l  
Resolution' noted that, at that inaugural meeting 
there were 28 prospect ive members  of the 
fledgling Langley Park and, in alphabetical order, 
with classification, these were: 

Bob Bennett, Travel Agency 

Dennis Berry, Steel Fabrication 

Garry Boon, Building Society 

Douglas Briggs, Structural Engineering 

Donald Buchanan, Electrical Engineering 

Terry Carter, Public Defence - Royal Navy 

David Connolly, Land Surveying 

Lionel Edwards, Medical Research 

Ernie Emmerson, Ironmongery 

Terry Gauntlett, General Law Practice 

Bil l  Grice, Advertising Display 

Tony Gurney, Office Equipment Manufacturing 

Ron Hawksworth, Groceries & Provisions Retailing 

Robin Hazelton, Medical Equipment Manufacturing 

Trevor Jennett, Newspaper & Periodicals Retailing 

Brian Johnson, Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 

Michael Kelsh, Insurance Broking 

Ralph Lampard, Baking 

Jack Lowe, Fruit & Vegetable Retailing 

Fred Marsh, Banking 

Peter Miles, Motor Vehicle Distributing 

Leslie Patterson, Furnishing Fabrics Retailing 

James Pitt-Payne, General Medical Practice 

John Stone,Jewellery Retailing 

Nick Stone, Office Equipment Manufacturing 

John Sutherland, Pharmacy 

John Waterman, Hardware - Saw Manufacturing 

John Will iams, General Law Practice 

The interim officers of the newly formed Rotary 
club were: 

John Will iams - President, 

Lionel Edwards - Senior Vice-President, 

there was no Junior vice-President, 

Fred Marsh - Treasurer, and 

Nick Stone - Secretary. 
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The six members of the interim Club Council 
were: 

Bob Bennett, Dennis Berry, Doug Briggs, Terry 

Gauntlett, Michael Kelsh and jarnes Pitt-Payne. 

The invitation for this Inaugural Meeting at the 
Eden Park Hotel details 'dress informal' and a 
ticket cost of £3. 7 5 ! which included, as the ticket 
notes, Value Added Tax! 

Also at the Inaugural Meeting, the financial 
obligation of the members was set at an entrance 
fee of £5.50 and an annual subscription of £6.30 
- a  grand total of £11 . 80 !  Oh, happy, happy days! 

With their utmost efficiency, a long-standing 
by-word of the Rotary Club of Langley Park, the 
first full Council meeting was held exactly one 
week later on 14 April, at Nick Stone's office at 
36 Croydon Road. 

At this first council meeting (with no apologies 
or absentees) ,  a lso attended by the District 
Extension Officer, Charles Stock, the interim 
officers were confirmed. The following committee 
chairmen and club officers were also established: 

Club Service - Lionel Edwards, 

Vocational Service - Michael Kelsh, 

Community Service - Terry Gauntlett, 

International Service - Dennis Berry, and 

Foundation Officer - Bob Bennett. 

The sub-committees of Club Service were also 
finalised at this meeting and their Chairmen are 
also worth noting: 
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Membership & Classification - James Pitt-Payne, 

Attendance Officer - Doug Briggs, assisted by Fred 
Marsh, 

House Committee - Doug Briggs, 

Fellowship Committee - Peter Miles, 

Club Correspondent-Tony Gurney (also responsible 
for publicity), 

Programme Committee - Robin Hazelton 

and last, but by no means least, 

Information Committee - John Williams. 

Among the main items of business discussed and 
minuted at this first meeting of the Club Council 
were the Club's bank details, subscription rates, the 
purchase of essential stationery and, most importantly, 
the date and venue of the Charter Dinner .  
Suggestions for the latter ranged from the Law 
Society Hall in Chancery Lane, the Eden Park Hotel, 
the Bromley Court or the New Hackwood Hotel. 

The Monday evening meetings continued on a 
regular basis, initially at the Dominique Restaurant 
in the High Street, Beckenham, although the venue 
eventually changed to the Eden Park Hotel. 

The Charter  D inner  was held at the 
Grasshopper Inn, Moorhouse, Westerham, Kent 
on Monday 29 September 1975 and the Club's 
Charter was presented by District Governor, 
Henry Robinson, in the presence of other District 
. Officers and representatives from 35 Rotary Clubs 
within District 1 1 2  (now 1120),  and from nine 
Clubs from Districts 1 1 3  and 1 1 4 ,  and also 
representatives of Round Table. Twenty-seven of 
the original  28 prospective members  were 

Copyright 2000 - Langley Park Rotary Club



ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 
in Great Britain �nd Ireland 
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Inaugural Meeting 
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confirmed as founder members (Donald Buchanan 
excepted). 

The cost of the Charter dinner was £5. 7 5 
(including V A T, but excluding wine) and the 
menu consisted of: 

Egg Mayonnaise, followed by Consomme au 

Sherry, followed by Fillet of Sole bonne femme, 

then Roast Fi l let of Boeuf Bordelaise with 

Roasted and Boiled Potatoes and Brussel 

Sprouts, then followed by Fresh Fruit Salad and 

Cream, culminating in Cheese and Biscuits and 

Coffee.. .  wow! 

John Williams was confirmed as Founder President 
for the remainder of the Rotary year ending 30th 
June 1976. 

Lionel Edwards has memories of that Charter 
dinner: 

The Charter Cake, made by Founder Membe1; Ralph Lampard. 
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Cutting the Charter Cake. 

I got on to a plane at JFK airport having visited 
New York, Chicago and Kalamazoo for job 
interviews, all of this within a 48-hour period. 
After a long flight (eight hours overnight: planes 
were slower in those days) I drove to Wembley 
for an afternoon meeting. 

From Wembley there 'was a major struggle 
through peak-hour traffic until I finally arrived 
at the Grasshopper Inn, Westerham. My father 
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The Founder Members at the Grasshopper, Westerham. 

had brought my dinner suit which I changed into 

in the gents' loo; I then made my way the bar. 

Doug Briggs shouted across the room, 'Typical 

Doc, always late . . .  !' I replied, 'I have just travelled 

ten-and-a-half thousand miles to get here and 

took off in the tail-end of Hurricane Henry,' to 

which Doug shouted, 'Bloody Hell, Edwards - 
the food is not that great! ! ! ! '  

During his period in office, President John 
arranged several social functions for the growing 
membership, their wives and families, including 
a sherry party with carols during Christmas 1975 
and a garden party in the Spring of 1976, both of 
which were held at his home, Normanhurst. 

Many visits were made to other local Clubs 
during this period and the Club took a growing 
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The first District Conference. 

interest in the affairs of District 112 ,  including 
a t t e n d i n g  t h e i r  first District  C o n f e r e n c e  at 
Eastbourne in October 1975.  

Terry Carter remembers that first visit to a 
District Conference. He writes, 
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I  count myself fortunate to have been a founder 

member, and amongst my early recollections is 

the warm way in which' the 'baby club' was 

welcomed at our first 'District' in Eastbourne. 
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The photograph shows the Langley Park group at 
their very first District Conference in Eastbour�e. 
It features much younger versions of John and 
Pat Williams, Robin and Brenda Hazelton, Doug 
and Jackie Briggs, John and Peggy Sutherland, 
John and Sally Stone and Terry Gauntlett and his 
late wife Anita. Also bottom right is Charles Stock, 
who brought John Williams and Langley Park into 
Rotary; immediately behind Charles is Geoffrey 
Sargeant, who was a force in West Wickham 
Rotary Club and became Director of Rotary 
International. At the very back of the photo is Dr 
Lionel Edwards who was going to be John's 
successor as President, but who moved away to 
America. Beside Lionel, with dark glasses, is Nick 
Stone who was the first Secretary of Langley Park. 

International 

The Club joined with mother-club, Beckenham, 
to entertain the visiting Group Study Exchange 
team members from Australia. 

At the initiative of Dennis Berry, contact was 
made with a new Club in formation in Holland, 
Doetinchern-Oude IJssel, and a party of seven 
Rotarians and four wives attended their Charter 
meeting in Doetinchem on 22 May 1976. The 
intrepid visitors from Langley Park on that first 
vistt were: 

John Williams, John Stone, Doug Briggs, 
Denn i s  and Jean Berry, Les and Christ ine 
Patterson, Brian and Joan Johnson and David and 
Liz Stoneham. The group was entertained in an 
impress ive  manner  dur ing  the  weekend .  

Subsequently, the two Clubs confirmed their 
agreement to become International Contact Clubs. 

An interesting aside in Year One of the Rotary 
Club of Langley Park is the production of the first 
Club Directory - which included not on ly  
classification details, home and business addresses 
of club members, but also names of wives - there 
was also a section on 'interests' . . .  some of these 
'interests' make interesting reading 25 years on! 

Bob Bennett's interests were all sporting, being 
swimming, boxing golf and soccer; Doug Briggs 
was interested in athletics coaching, sportsfield 
maintenance and gardening; David Connolly liked 
decorating, music, swimming, reading and singing 
(but not all at the same t ime!) ;  Lionel Edwards' 
interests included caravanning, tropical fish and 
science fiction; Terry Gauntlett detailed hockey 
and the Operatic Society as his main hobbies; 
Robin Hazelton had down music, opera and the 
theatre; Ralph Lampard had a large list including 
snooker (no change there!), camping, squash and 
stamp collecting; Les Patterson had no hobbies 
listed and John Stone had just one interest - 
Rotary! John Sutherland had cactus culture and 
astronomy as his interests and Founder President 
John Williams listed his interests as being a JP, 
cricket, hockey, church choir and the Operatic 
Society. 

The year culminated with the first President's 
Dinner for members and their wives (also the first 
ladies' evening). It was held at the Law Society in 
the City of London, a mouth-watering menu 
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included Consomrne, Goujons of Sole and Filet 
Mignon. 

Unfortunately, the cost of that evening's fare · 
has not been recorded for posterity. 

ROTARY INTERNATION 
IN GREAT BRITAIN ANO.IR 

District 112 

Langley Park's first District Conference at Eastbourne, 1975. 
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YEAR TWO 

1976-7 From Little Acorns . . .  

JOHN STONE, having been installed as the Club's 
second President, set about building on the firm 
foundation established by Founder President John. 

A cautious start was made to fund-raising and 
assisting local charities. 

The first International Contact Weekend was 
held when members and wives from Doetinchem 
Oude IJssel visited Langley Park in May 1977. 
The weekend started with a 'welcome' dinner at 
the Maple Room, Fairfield Hall. The Saturday 
included a coach trip to London for sightseeing 
and shopping, lunch at the Dickens pub in St 
Katherine's Dock, a river trip and a buffet, party 
and disco at Normanhurst, culminating in a steam 
shrouded midnight swim in John and Pat's pool 
this swimming gala was lead by Dr James Pitt 
Payne. 

This  i n a u g u r a l  vis i t  from Doetinchem 
established a pattern for the success of all such 
future weekends - a pattern which still thrives as 
both Clubs approach their quarter-centuries. 

John [Stone] remembers his year 'in the chair' 
with great fondness and as an abiding memory of 
his 12 happy years with Langley Park Rotary Club. 

He remembers that he was sitting at home after 
an evening meal, when he was telephoned by the 
then secretary, in those early lively years, Nick 
Stone. John was informed that the First Vice 
President, Lionel Edwards, was standing down and 
moving to America. John says, 
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Langley Park Rotary Club wish you good health 
and happiness and a pleasant week-end in England. 

Langley Park Rotary Club wensen onze bezoekers 
geluk en voorspoed en ween prettige week-end in 
England. 

PROGRAMME 

Friday 20.00 hrs. GET TOGETHER D I N N E R  at The 
Maple Room, Fairfield Hal I .  

Saturday 09.30 hrs. DEPART FOR LONDON by 
Autocoach, Eden Park Hotel for 
SHOPPING/SIGHT SEEING TOUR 

10.30 hrs. V IS IT to the GUILDHALL 
12.00 hrs. COLLECT SHOPPERS 
13.30 hrs. PLOUGHMAN'S LUNCH AT 

Dickens Pub 
15.00 hrs. DEPART TOWER P IER  by river 

boat to GREENWICH 
1 7 . 1 5  hrs. Arrive in BECKENHAM, EDEN 

PARK HOTEL. 
20.15 hrs. PARTY TIME.  BUFFET.  DANCING. 

DISCO. SWIMMING & SAUNA 
at PAT & JOHN WI LL I AMS HOUSE 

Sunday 1 1 . 3 0  hrs. SHERRY PARTY at JACKIE & 

DOUG BRIGGS HOUSE 

1 2 . 1 5  hrs. BRUNCH at SALLY & JOHN 
STONES HOUSE 

The (bilingual) programme for the first International Weekend. 

Vrijdag 20.00 uur Gezamenlijk Diner in :  The Maple 
Room, Fairfield Hall .  

PROGRAMMA 

Zaterdag 09.30 uur Vertrek naar Landen per bus; vanaf 
Eden Park Hotel, om to winkelen 
of de stad to bezichtizen. 

10.30 uur Bezoek aan de "winkelaars" 
13.30 uur "Ploughman's Lunch" (een een 

voudig, doch voezaam maal I in 
Dickens Pub. 

14.45 uur Vertrek vanaf de Tower-pier; per 
rlvier boot naar Greenwich. 

1 7 . 1 5  uur Aankomst in Beckenham, Eden 
Park Hotel. 

2 0 . 1 5 u u r  Party time. Buffet, dansen, disco. 
Zwemmen & Sauna ten huize van 
Pat & John Williams. 

Zondag 1 1 .30  uur Sherry party ten huize van Jackie 
& Doug Briggs. 

1 2 . 1 5  uur Brunch ten huize van Sally & John 
Stone. 

It would appear that Council had gone into a 
trance, and by some weird imagination decided 
to nominate me to step into the vacancy. 

It was of course entirely due to John's experience 
in Round Table as Secretary, Treasurer and as 
Chairman, that would enable the emerging Rotary 

Club to 'keep on the rails 111 the corning year'. 
John continues, 

Up until that moment the Club, in its infinite 
wisdom, had decided that it didn't need a 2nd 
Vice-President - after that night, there was always 
someone in reserve! 
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John remembers that he became the first President 
to stand in the shadow of 'Our Superman Founder' 
- John Williams. 

One hectic night in February 1977 the members 
of Langley Park, the 'baby club in District 112' ,  
descended onto the unsuspecting inaugural 
members of the Forest of Blean at their Charter 
Night in Canterbury. 

James Pitt-Payne takes up the story, 

If there is one memory of the '70s that I could 
share with you all, it has to be the Charter Night 
of the Forest of Blean Rotary club, where the Club 
took a coach to the venue just outside Canterbury. 
I had written a most unsuitable speech for John 
Stone, who would hand over the baby to them, 
and, unbeknown to him, I would stand behind 
and reveal my dracula teeth as he declared that I 
was a medical man! It was a small joke but very 
well received, and 20 years later I would perform 
the same sort of offices as Bromley Sunrise handed 
their baby to the Isle of Thanet Rotary Club. In 
Max Wall wig and frogman flippers I would make 
a totally vacuous speech whilst my dual-gender 
co l leagues  wie lded a  selection of surgical  
instruments that had been used to deliver the 
child . . . .  

It is fitting that the 'thankyou' letter from the 
President of Forest of Blean to John Stone states, 
Thank you for the Archive book . . .  we certainly 
have one memorable occasion to record in it. . .  
the 'baby' is thriving on a diet of lager and 
bitter. . . ' .  
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James continues, 

John Williams will remember the occasion well, 
for he came to fetch me from the gentlemen's 
toilets after the dinner that night in 1976. I seem 
to remember being somewhat overcome at the 
time, yet found a second wind and gave a running 
commentary on the coach microphone all the way 
up the A2 on the journey home! Did I feel bad 

the next day! 

The one event, however, that would always stand 
out in the minds of John and Sally Stone is the 
club's 'twinning' with Doetinchem-Oude IJssel... 
John recalls that time, 

One of our founder members was Dennis Berry, 
a member larger than life and sadly no longer 
with us. I had served an apprenticeship under 
Dennis in Round Table, where he had fostered 
the twinning with two clubs, one French and one 
Dutch. Such were his strengths and energies that, 
together with Aad Kroon, a founder member in 
the Netherlands, Dennis persuaded some of our 
members and wives to attend the chartering of 
the Dutch club. We were all received with open 
arms at their very busy weekend, we were feted 
and hosted in great style. The end result was a 
decision by the two Councils to form a twinning 
arrangement. 

John subsequently served as the Club Treasurer 
from 1979 to 1984. He transferred to the Rotary 
club of Teignmouth in 1987.  

John Stone's year ended with the President's 
Dinner being held at the Marquis de Montcalm 

Restaurant. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

The Inf ant Keeps Growing 

YEAR THREE 
1977-8 The King of Barataria 
TERRY GAUNTLETT was installed as the third 
President of the Rotary Club of Langley Park. 

Fund-raising continued to the benefit of local 
charities and for the first time funds were raised 
for the provision of an Eye Camp in India. 

1977 also saw the start of the publication of 
the Club Bulletin, edited and compiled by James 
Pitt-Payne. 

May 1978  saw the first full International 
Contact weekend in Doetinchem when, during 
an activity-packed three days, existing friendships 
were renewed and new ones forged. 

At the very start of the weekend, Terry delivered 
a speech in the Doetinchem Town Hall which 
began, 

Burgemeester, President Peter en al onze Rotary 
vrienden . . .  !  Namens Langley Park, dank ik U zeer 
voor Uw hartelijk welkom. Vanaf het moment 
waarop wij U verleden jaar mei afscheid wuifden 
op Gatwick Airport hebben wij naar dit bezoek 
uitgezien . . . .  

The speech went on for about another half-page 
(or half-hour!). All present at the event were 
staggered at the phonetic panache with which 

Terry carried out the speech, and it set the tone 
for what was to be a truly memorable weekend. 
English translations of Terry's speech were, 
however, hungrily read by the visiting Brits (and 
by quite a few of the Dutch hosts!). 

The District received a GSE Team from 
Washington DC who were entertained by the Club 
during their visit to Beckenham. 

At the October D i s t r i c t  Conference at 
Eastbourne Terry recalls, 

. . .  for reasons that I can only think of as lost in 
the mists of time (but presumably a bet or a 
dare) . . .  two brave or foolhardy members of 
Langley Park - namely Les Patterson and Ken 
Lane - decided to take a dip in the freezing 
English Channel after the District Ball on the 
Saturday evening. The plunge was witnessed by 
the other Rotarians and wives, and presumably 
all bets (if any) were paid! 

The year came to an end with the President's 
Dinner being held at the Copthorne Hotel near 
Gatwick. 

Terry and Anita had used all their 'stagecraft' 
and knowledge of the theatre in putting together 
a thoughtful and amusing menu for the evening. 
A mouth watering selection from the menu being: 
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Chicken Consomme 

'Soup of the evening, beautiful soupt 

Lewis Carroll 

Pan Fried Trout in Browned Lemon Sauce 

'Here comes the trout that must be caught by 

tickling' 

Will iam Shakespeare 

and further down the menu: 

Cheese & Biscuits 

'Many's the long night I've dreamed of cheese' 

R L Stevenson 

The theme then continued into the speeches: 

Speech and Installation: 

Terry Gauntlett 

'God works wonders now and then 

Behold! A lawyer, an honest man' 

Benjamin Franklin 

Response: 

James Pitt-Payne 

'Every man a t  thirty is either a fool or a 

physician' 

Emperor Tiberius 
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The toastmaster for the President's evening was 
Sam Mcilrath - no theatrical comment was written 
against Sam's name! 

Terry remembers his Presidential address, 

My quirk dur ing my 'Year' was to recite a 
quotation or saying at each Rotary meeting. The 
theme was carried into the menu for the dinner . . .  
my speech involved me relating a dream I had 
had on Midsummer Night when I found myself 
back in the 1600s at the meeting of the first Rotary 
Club with the following members present: 

Robin Quince - Classification Carpentry; 

John Starveling - Tailoring; 

Will Snout - Tinkering; 
Dennis Flute - Bellows Mending, and 

Mike Bottom - Weaving. 

The dream then continued with Doug Briggs 
speaking the lines of Puck - 'I'll put a girdle round 
my girth in forty minutes' - whereupon he spun 
round on the spot so fast he disappeared up his 
own agenda! 

Terry also remembers passing the badge of office 
on to James, 

I noted in my speech that I was the first President 
of Langley Park not to be named John and I 
bestowed the Presidential jewel on to Doctor Pitt 
Payne naming him 'James I - fourth in line in the 
House of Langley Park'. 
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Terry passing the chain of office to James. 

YEAR FOUR 

1978-9 The Baby Keeps on Growing and 
Chuckling! 
DR JAMES PITT-PAYNE became the Club's fourth 
President. 

The Club was now beginning to establish itself 
and gain confidence. Fund-raising extended to a 
most successful race night at which over £700 was 
raised and donations made to: an Indian Eye 
Camp, Rotary Foundation and the Anthony Nolan 
Bone Marrow Appeal. 

Doetinchem-Oude IJssel again visited Langley 
Park during May for a weekend which passed all 
too quickly. 

The President's year was concluded with a 
Dinner at Dene Farm Restaurant, Limpsfield, 
Surrey. 

James has fond memories of those early years 
of the Rotary Club of Langley Park and 111 

. particular his year as President. James writes: 

At the age of 26 I found myself a second Vice 

President and on 1 July 1978 became Club 

President. I was still only 30 years old at the time. 

My year was made very straightforward for me, 

thanks to Doug Briggs, that most consummate of 

club secretaries, who would declare that Club 

secretary was the best job in the club, an attitude 

I would adopt years later when I was club 
secretary of Bromley Sunrise Rotary Club. 

He continues, 

I have to admit that I was far too young for the 

post of President, but I enjoyed the experience 
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for what it gave me and for what I was allowed 
to do. I never came to a meeting unprepared, 
and if there were any gaps, Doug Briggs would 
have filled them for me as the meeting proceeded. 

James remembers some of the early fund-raising 

events, 

The first four Presidents of Langley Park. 
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During my year, the club had its first major fund 
raising activity: a race night at the Eden Park 
Hotel. We raised £750. You will not be the least 
surprised to know that the driving force behind 
this first venture was the young David Stoneham! 

I remember happy times, helping out with a 
fete at Brian Maunder's school where he was head 
teacher. He went on to even greater things in a 
second caree r  as a psycho-analyt ical  
psychotherapist and rose to the top of the tree. 
Then there was the second visit by the Dutch en 

masse; a supper the first night, and then a great 
occas ion  at John  W i l l i a m s '  home  with 
entertainments arranged by Dennis Berry. 

Rotary International duties happened as well! 

Doug and I met Sir Clem Renouf - then un 
knighted, but President of RI - at Blackpool in 
1979. 

James also shares some unhappy moments as well: 

It was very sad when Dermis's wife got MS; much 
of his enthusiasm left him and the club was the 
poorer for it, but I remember the old Dennis: 
full of fire and fun; travelling miles and miles 
and indulging in all kinds of 'duty-free' deals; a 
man who loved to travel, who taught me much 
about getting from 'a' to 'b'; yet rather hard to 
help when he needed help himself. 

James concludes his reminiscences: 

I left Langley Park in 1981 ,  a  decision that came 
to me suddenly as I realised that another career 
was calling me and other things as well. Unlike 
Padre Pio, who could practice Bi-location (so it 
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is said), I could only be in one place at a time. In 
retrospect, I cannot tell you how much I missed. 
Rotary and the fellowship the Club had given me 
so freely. In fact, it was only when I rejoined 
Rotary 1 1  years later in 1992 (Bromley Sunrise), 
and took up some very different threads anew, 
that I could see just how much I had missed. 

James was certain! y missed when he left the 
Langley Park club in 1981 .  

James in full flow at a charity race night. 

YEAR FIVE 

1979-80 Give the Baby Some Medicine if 
it Cries 

Under President JOHN SUTHERLAND the Club 
continued to gain in strength. John remembers 
the early part of his year, 

By the fifth year the Club was not only well 
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  but also was recognised as an 
influential organisation within the community - 
so much so that the local press reported on the 
new President being installed. New members were 
still being actively sought as the optimum size 
had not been achieved. 

Several fund-raising projects were successfully 
completed during the year, a barbecue and 
sponsored swim at Normanhurst and an Olde 
Tyme Music Hall raised nearly £1,200 enabling 
donations to be made to Rotary 3H Programme 
(Health, Hunger & Humanity), Rotary Foundation, 
an Indian Eye Camp and local charities. 

The second full International Contact Weekend 
in Doetinchem was as successful and enjoyable as 
its predecessors, with two members of the party 
showing off their year-long study of the Dutch 
language. John recalls the cycling adventure, 

The visit included a cycle tour of local castles 
where the mass 'fall-off',  caused by unusual 
brakes, applied by back-pedalling (usually applied 
accidentally), was led by the President's lady! The 
evening ended with a meal,' drinking and a ten 
pin bowling competition where, predictably, 
nobody knew (or cared) who had won. 
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The President's official end-of-year function broke 
with tradition with an enjoyable Dinner-dance at 
the Se l sdon  Park Hotel ,  which inc luded a  
demonst ra t ion  by profess ional  dancers  of 
ballroom and Latin-American dancing. 

John handed over the Presidential jewel to 
David Stoneham and recollects his thoughts about 

. . .  the handover, which everyone knew was to 

h e r a l d  a n o t h e r  y e a r  of a c t i v i t y  in the l o c a l  

c o m m u n i t y ,  by L a n g l e y  P a r k  R o t a r y  C l u b ,  
recognised in Rotary District 1 1 2  as one of the 

most successful Clubs. 

A suitably attired and hirsute john at the Music Hall. 
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YEAR SIX 

1980-1 The Train Set Just Gets Bigger and 
Bigger and Bigger! 

President DAVID STONEHAM's dynamic leadership 
encouraged the Club to further efforts. 

At the same time, David can remember that he 
was flattered and surprised at being asked to 
become first Vice-President the previous year. 
Having served Langley Park as Secretary, David 
had become a young 'back-bencher'. He recalls 
that, 

Brian Johnson, who was originally in the frame 

as first VP, went off to work in America. I was 

approached by past-President, John Stone and, 

after some deliberation, agreed to sit as vice 

president and follow on from John Sutherland, 
knowing that I would have a relatively short 'run 

in' to being President later on in the year. 

David continues; 

I was full of vim and vigour in those days (nothing 

has changed there, thought! - Ed) and looked 

forward to contributing to Langley Park Rotary 
Club with some proactive ideas. 

Here comes a 'but' though: 

I ca n r e m e m b e r  t h e  very first n i g h t  of m y  

Presidency, chairing the first Council meeting, to 

find that things were not as straightforward and 
easy as one thought! 

In the Community Service field during David's 
year, a barn dance and a race night raised over 
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£1,600 to be donated to local and other charities. 
David made a point of organising many and 

varied speakers (these were pre-John Dance days). 
David remembers one particular speaker out of 
all these interesting ones, 

I had heard Lieutenant Colonel Farnes from the 

SAS give a most interesting talk at another Rotary 

Club and I got him to speak to Langley Park. He 

gave a humorous and realistic account of SAS 
activities, which was around the time of the Iran 

Embassy siege and his speech/talk was to promote 

the SAS as being ordinary people and not straight 

out of James Bond, which is how it appeared on 
television. This talk proved to be one of the best 

nights of that year. 

Membership also became firmly established over 
the 30 mark and, in January 198 1 ,  David led the 
members to their new Monday night meeting 
venue of The Pickhurst Tavern: 

During my year we had difficulties with the Eden 

Park Hotel, which was the club's first venue, and 

we moved to The Pickhurst Hotel. The move 

proved to be very popular and we stayed there 

for many years, 'enjoying' their carvery on a 
Monday night. 

In fact the stay at The Pickhurst was for over seven 
years until the move to the Howdon Squash Club 
during Brook Marshall's reign. 

The fifth International Contact Weekend, this 
time at Langley Park, included a Safari Supper, a 
tour of the Kent countryside and a dinner-dance 
at the Mill House Restaurant near Redhill, Surrey. 

MB DAVID S'l'ONEBAM 

New Rotary 

president 
MANAGING director or 
Ma,ters Garai:ii., Beekenharn, 
Mr David Stoneham (pic 
tured above> is the new 
president of Langley Park 
Rotary Club. 

A Beckenham man. J\Ir 
Storieham became a member 
of the club soon after it was 
started in 1975. During the 
past two years he has played 
a major part in raising 
funds for charities at home 
and abroad, 

Educated at Haw es Down 
School, West Wickham, he 
began his career In the 
motor trade in 1963, even 
tually reaching his present 
position in Master:; of 
Beckenham Ltd, m Upper 
Eimers End Road. 

Married with three child· 
ren, he Jives In the Langley 
Park area. . 

The local press reports David's election as President. 
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During David's presidency many of the Club 
members visited Murryfield and Crammond 
Rotary Club for the first time, Sam Mcilrath 
having made the initial friendship contact. David 
may awaken some memories with Bill Leigh here: 

I can remember driving Bill Leigh in a Mazda 

RX7 to and from Scotland very quickly, much to 

Bil l 's surprise! I wasn't into golf in those days 
and I can remember walking into their very posh 

golf club in an open neck shirt and jumper, not 

realising that one should have been wearing a 

jacket and tie or cravat . . .  fortunately I got away 

with it! . . .  I  would not dream of doing such a 

thing these days! 

A party attended the Eastbourne Conference and 
David organised a 'meet' with one of the mother 
clubs, Beckenham, at Langley Park's hotel: 
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We joined with them, taking part in the District 

'march past' and generally cemented our good 

relations with Beckenham and, of course, my dear 

friend Doug Worgan, the previous owner of the 
Chinese Garage. 

David had wanted to have a 'do' at home 111 a 
marquee, 

Liz persuaded me that it wasn't the right thing to 
do for the President's Evening. She was probably 

right, for, having done several 'functions' at home 

since, I now realise how much hard work it is! 

Liz won! The Club returned to the Mill House 
Restaurant for the President's Dinner; dancing was 
to a 'bootleg' Beatles group and David handed 
over to Doug Briggs to round off an exceptionally 
successful year for the club. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

It:,s Now a Bonny Baby 

YEAR SEVEN 
19 81-2 The Club Remains Structurally 
Sound! 
With the clear, decisive and analytical mind that 
befits a consulting engineer, President DOUGLAS 
BRJGGS stamped his own mark in the history of 
the Club. 

In October the Club sponsored a Gala Charity 
performance of The Merry Widow by Franz Lehar 
at the Churchill Theatre, staged by West Wickham 
Operatic Society (starring Robin and Brenda 
Hazelton and produced by Terry Gauntlett), 
raising over £1,000 for local charities. 

F i rst  V ice -Pres ident ,  Mart in  Durman ,  
remembers events prior to the theatre evening, 

Doug was President and I was in charge of Rotary 
ticket sales for the production of The Merry 

Widow at the Churchil l Theatre. The telephone 

number of Will iams & Williams' Eimers End 

office was given out to people to ring to book 
tickets. I remember one morning when the 

receptionist,  having answered 'Wi l l iams & 

Williams' five or six times in a row, all of which 

had been enquiries for tickets, then said, when 
the next caller rang, 'Merry Widow Booking 

Office' and the client, somewhat taken aback, 
said, 'Sorry, wrong number' and rang off! 

On a sad note, this year the Club regretfully 
accepted the resignation of founder member and 
past President Dr James Pitt-Payne. 

Fellowship reached a new peak with a series of 
dinner parties at President Doug'sm and after 
tasting Jackie's gastronomic delights we now 
understand how Doug stays that shape. 

In 1981-2 quite a few traditions were started 
within the club, the President's 'at home' events 
became an annual and firm favourite with Club 
members and wives, and Doug remembers that it 
was in his year that the 'gavel' was introduced, 

The introduction of the gavel meant that we could 

have proper use of our Rotary bell, much like a 

ship would use their bel l .  Who better to give me 

advice in the latter's use than Rotarian Terry 

Carter (Commander RN Retired)! 

In May, the International Committee Chairman, 
Alan Freeman, successfully completed a 300-mile 
sponsored cycle ride to Doetinchem, raising 
£1,700 for Doetinchem-Oude IJssel's 'Project 
Muthale' and at the same time setting the tone 
for an excellent International Weekend with our 
Dutch hosts. 

Doug recalls the 'Dutch lessons' before the trip 
to the Netherlands, 
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John Sutherland and I attended private lessons 
with Eleanor May to learn to speak Dutch . . .  what 
a laugh! . . .  after a whole year's study it was as 
much as I could do to order a cup of coffee in a 
restaurant, or ask someone how I could get to 
the local bus station. Nevertheless, I managed to 
make the first International Presidential Address 
in  Doet i nchem in p igeon Dutch ,  to the 
amusement of our very good Dutch friends and, 

I thought, the total admiration of our fellow 
members and wives. John Sutherland was much 
better at speaking Dutch than I was, and he still is. 

The year came to an end all too quickly with the 
President's Dinner being held at the Monte Carlo 

Restaurant, Badgers Mount. The evening was 
arranged by David Stoneham and it was a great 
success. Doug thought that, by this stage of his 

Doug Briggs practising his Dutch with Yvonne Bothof from Doetinchem. 
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Presidential year, he had got the hang of speaking 
to the club but, true to form, the members (and 
some wives) heckled to their heart's content. 
Someone even set fire to his notes! 

To this day, Doug feels that it had always been 
satisfying to remember that the audience finally 
listened and at the end of his speech, gave a 
standing ovat ion .  However,  he cannot be 
completely sure whether the applause was for what 
he said or for the fact that he didn't drop his notes 
before they were completely consumed by fire! 

Doug and Jackie have some great recollections 
of his presidential year, although sometimes the 
memories fade due to the 'fog' of time gone by . . .  
Doug recounts those 'early' days in Rotary: 

My year was such a long time ago that all I can 
remember are the highlights, as they affected 
Jackie and me. What few records I had all went 
up in our 'great fire' of 1998 !  

Jackie and I recall that the year was the best 
year of our lives; even better than the first few 
years of the Rotary Club, when everything was 
new and exciting - only someone who has been 
the president of a Rotary club will really know 
how happy and proud we were. Fortunately, I 

had preceded my year with four years as club 
Secretary and one as Vice-President, so I was no 
stranger to the top table. 

In my year I had unstinting support from the 
then club Secretary, Patrick Hilderley, who has 
now sadly passed to higher service. Patrick's 
widow, Patricia, is the club's longest serving 
'Friend' and regularly attends Langley Park's 
functions. 

Doug remembers the support he received from 
the members, 

I always felt that the members of the Rotary Club 
of Langley Park supported the club and me 100 
per cent, which was the main contributing factor 
to 1981-2 being the best year, as far as I am 
concerned, in our 25-year history. I expect that 
all the past-Presidents feel the same about their 
year in office. 

He continues, 

For my first six or seven years in the Rotary 
movement, I couldn't think of anything more 
important or interesting than Rotary until, that 
is, I visited Beckenham Rotary Club to support 
Terry Gauntlett, who was giving a talk to that 
club West Wickham Operatic Society. What a 
pleasant and rewarding revelation Terry's talk 
was! His talk prompted me, in October 1981 ,  to 
take up Terry's and Robin Hazelton's invitation 
for the c lub to purchase all the seats at the 
Churchi l l  Theatre at a concessionary rate for 
WWOS's production of The Merry Widow. We 
had hoped to make a 'profit' in the region of 
£1,000 for the Club's Charity Fund; in fact we 
raised £965 from the sale of tickets and a raffle . . .  
this was outstanding. 

When I went backstage with the Mayor of 
Bromley to congratulate the cast, I announced 
the sum to applause and, with the generosity we 
have experienced many times since, WWOS 
upped our profits to a round £1,000. What joy . . .  
this was the first linking of our two organisations 
in this way, and our happy relationship has stood 
the test of time. 
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Doug concludes his trip down memory lane, 

I am proud to have been a Founder Member of 

the Rotary Club of Langley Park, to have been 

President and to have been Honorary Secretary 

for some 10 of the 25 years of membership. 

YEAR EIGHT 

1982-3 The Child Becomes Legal! 

President MARTIN DURMAN set about consolidating 
the firm base which previous Presidents had 
formed. 

The visit by our friends from The Netherlands 
in May heralded another successful weekend. This 
started with a Welcome Dinner at The Selsdon 
Park Hotel. The Saturday evening at the home of 
John and Pat Williams included a cabaret by 
Brenda Hazelton and Sam Mcilrath, with guest 
artist Ken Wills, and a sketch by Club members, 
based on a hockey match between the British and 
Dutch ladies' teams: following a yellow card 
offence by founder president John Williams, David 
Masters has never been the same since! 

Mart in  r emembers  the f inale to the 
International Weekend, 

The Sunday farewell brunch was held at our 

home. I remember it had rained heavily during 

the few days before the weekend and the ground 

was very soggy. The lawn was never the same 
after the Morr is  Men danced ( jumped and 

stamped) on it. 

The Club also had another semi-International 
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weekend, with a visit from our golfing Rotarian 
friends from Murray field and Cramond, Scotland. 

Charity work during Martin's year included 
raising money, with Penge Round Table, to buy a 
wheelchair for Simon Hatt, who suffered a brain 
tumour and was left paralysed from the waist 
down, to enable him to play basketball. The story 
made front page news of District 112's  Rotary 

News magazine. 
All the members worked hard during the year 

and one of the successful projects was the 
acquisition of an old, but large, boat. In December 
1982 the club enlisted the help of the Territorial 
Army and the Ministry of Defence to transport a 
21-foot river launch to St Nicholas Special School 
in West Wickham; the launch had been donated 
by a boat maintenance firm in Richmond, Surrey. 
The Army used a large, six-wheeled truck and 
crane with a 10-tonne trailer to move it, the school 
having been unable to arrange any transport. The 
school then rebuilt the boat. 

Hadyn David organised a car rally which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all who participated. 
Martin remembers that event, 

We had a car rally organised by Hadyn David, 

followed by a meal at our home. I came to present 

the winner with a prize and kept asking Hadyn 

who had won. He said he was sti l l  checking the 

results and then told everyone that my son and I 
had won it. . .  which was embarrassing! 

The year ended with the President's Dinner being 
held for a second time at the Law Society's Hall, 
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Chancery Lane, London. Martin recalls that 
memorable evening, 

I handed over to Alan Freeman during the 

President's evening at the Law Society's Hall in 

Chancery Lane. A very nice touch was that 

someone (without my knowledge) had organised 

the menus to be written in ancient script on legal 

paper. Alan and I had not collaborated over our 
speeches, and when I sat down Alan looked a bit 

miffed and said that three-quarters of my speech 

was what he was proposing to say, so he had to 

ad lib most of his speech! 

YEAR NINE 

1983-4 Wheels Within Wheels 

Following the unexpected resignation of first Vice 
President, Bob Bennett, and the possibility of a 
move to the North of England of second Vice 
President,  Brook Marshall ,  President ALAN 
FREEMAN came to that office sooner than he had 
expected, and with the benefit of only six months 
respectively, as Junior and Senior Vice. 

The reasons for Alan coming into office in 1983 
were quite complex, as Alan recalls, 

As the Club came to the end of its 1980-1 year, 

soon to be first Vice-President, Martin Durman, 

asked me to be his second Vice-President and 

hence become his 'number two' when he became 

President. 

Having accepted, Alan subsequently agreed to 
stand down in favour of founder member, Bob 
Bennett. Then in 1981  Laker Airways collapsed 

and this, along with an illness of Bob's cousin and 
business partner, put tremendous pressure on Bob, 
who now had to run both his travel agencies. As a 
result of this he was unable to take up the Vice 
Presidency and, sadly, also left the Rotary Club of 
Langley Park. Alan subsequently decided not to 
stand and Brook Marshall became second Vice 
President. 

However, it gets even more complicated for 
Alan and the Club, as Alan explains, 

In 1982 Brook became first Vice-President and I 
became second Vice-President, but then in the 

Autumn of 1982, following major re-organisation 

within ICI, Brook was commuting between 

Bromley and Runcorn with the probability of 

moving up there, and had no alternative but to 

resign. I agreed to move up to first Vice. Thus, 

with only six months in each position, I was 

inducted as President for 1983-4 at Martin's 

President's evening at the Law Society. 

In September, 14 Rotarians and their wives made 
the second biennial trip to Edinburgh for a 
weekend of fun and fellowship, where all visitors 
were royally hosted by President Alex Imrie, his 
wife Jeannette and the members of Murrayfield 
and Cramond, during which Langley Park retained 
the 'Hardie Annual' Golf Trophy. 

In November the Club held a gala Charity 
Performance at the Churchill Theatre of West 

Wickham Operatic Society's production of Ivor 
Novella's Bitter Sweet, at which £1,000 was raised 
towards the Farnborough Hospital Ultrasound 
Scanner Appeal. 
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Appeal 
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:\1r,. Joan ll:ltch1·r and 
her h1._hand :111rnd1'cl a, 
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kutar) Club. 

Langley Park's fund-raising efforts attract the attention of the local media. 

Also in November, our much-travelled member, 
Gerry Hynds, requested 'Leave of Absence' until 
February 1984 (little did we realise that this was 
to become an annual event, like Ralph Lampard's 
'Easter Bunny' break). 

The  New Year was welcomed in with a 
lunchtime get-together at the home of President 
Alan and his wife Maureen. 

The Club's first-ever nominee for a Foundation 
Scholarship, Jill McMahon, a law graduate, was 
selected, and proposed to spend her year studying 
European Law at Grenoble, but was unable to take 
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up the offer due  to an offer of permanent  
employment which, understandably, she did not 
wish to turn down. 

In March, six members of the Club made a day 
trip to Calais for a brief fellowship half-way 
meeting with members from Doetinchem-Oude 
IJssel. 

Also in March, the Club had fun organising a 
successful jumble sale, held at St Edmund's Church 
Hall in Village Way, adding £140 to the Charity 
Fund coffers. 

In May, Alan led a team of 20 Rotarians and 

Copyright 2000 - Langley Park Rotary Club



wives  to Doet inchem for an en joyab l e  
International Weekend, which included a tour of 
the sites of the Arnhem landings. 

On the downside, the Club regretfully accepted 
resignations from Brendan Carr, Roger Brunner, 
Stan Bruin and John Phi l l ips,  but welcomed 
Michael Setchell. 

Other landmarks remembered by Alan during 
his year in office were attending the Charter Night 
of the Rotary Club of Thanet, the Golden Jubilee 
of Langley Park's jo in t  mother  Club,  West 
Wickham and the D iamond  Jub i l ee  of the 
grandmother Club, Bromley. However, he also 
recalls that a proposal by Bromley and West 
Wickham to sponsor a new evening Club based 
in Hayes was not considered in the best interest 
of clubs in the Borough and did not proceed. 

All too soon the end of June had arrived and the 
President's Dinner was held at the Warehouse 

Restaurant in St Katherine's Dock, near London 
Bridge. 

YEAR TEN 

1984-5 The 'Brummie' Welshman Stands 

Before You! 

Though it appear a little out of fashion, 
There is much care and valour in this Welshman. 

Henry V (1599) Act IV Scene 1 

HADYN Dxvm's theme for the year was 'Make 
Rotary Enjoyable', hoping that enjoyment would 
engender enthusiasm, which in turn would 
promote participation in Club activities - and 

there would be plenty of those during the year. 
However, the start of his year was shrouded in 

sadness as Hadyn explains, 

My father, who was also a business partner, died 
exactly a week before I took over as Club 
President, and the commitment to attending the 
weekly meetings was a great help as a 'normal' 
activity in an otherwise far from normal time. 

Hadyn recalls a semi-formal visit to Holland, 

Dai Evans had to go to Holland on a business 
trip so. I went with h im and we vis ited the 
Doetinchem-Oude IJssel club. We stayed with 
Paul and Paula Loh le overnight and it was the first 
time that I had seen digital (split screen) television, 
which still has not reached Langley Park! 

A race night proved a very successful fund-raising 
event and an Olde Tyme Music Hall, with the cast 
drawn entirely from Club members and their 
wives, was remembered part icularly for the 
fellowship it created. 

Hadyn also remembers, tongue-in-cheek, a visit 
to the National Conference, 

The then (as now) Club Secretary, Doug Briggs, 
and myself, attended the National Conference in 
Blackpool, and District 1 12  had an evening get 
together. Here, the (to me) unacceptable face of 
'professional Rotar ianism' was in evidence, 
accompanied by equally pompous wives. One 
such lady, reading my badge of office, stated - 
'Ah!, Langley Park; have you brought the Wife?' 
- to which I replied, 'No, The Secretary!' She 
did not bother me again all evening! 
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Langley Park 
ROTARY ('LLJB 

Programme cover for the first 'home-grown' Olde Tyme 
Music Hall. 

There were other troubles for Hadyn in his year 

as well, 

One of the biggest disappointments of my year 

was the resignation from the c lub of Mike 

Montier, my Community Service chairman. This 
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was due to business pressures bringing on ill 

health, but I am delighted that he is now fully 

recovered and often a very welcome guest at 

current Club events. 

The Club was host to both the Murrayfield and 
Cramond Club when the 'Hardie Annual' Golf 

Trophy was retained. 
The Doetinchem-Oude IJssel Club came in May 

for the annual International Weekend. Highlights 
of the latter included a traditional English roast 
dinner at Leeds Castle, followed by Kentish folk 
music and Dutch folk dancing. John Dance, the 
club's Speaker Secretary since 1990, remembers 

that feast at Leeds castle quite well, 

I was sat at the head of a very long table and it 

was my job to carve a huge beef joint for 20 to 

25 guests. I certainly knew what my right arm 

was for and it ached for days . . .  but there were 

no complaints from the diners! 

The Farewell Brunch for the Dutch was held at 
David and Liz's Keston Park home and the brunch 
was combined with a 'Sports Day', with fun and 

games arranged all around the garden. The games 
culminated in Dai's Dutch friend Rinus Vervoort 
winning a little cup as overall champion. 

The 'Great Surrey to Kent Bed Push' came in 
June, and the year ended with the President's 

Dinner at The George at Farnborough. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

No Sign of Any Growing Pains! 

YEAR ELEVEN 
1985-6 Celebration Time is Here! 

President ROBIN HAZELTON's theme for the year 

was launched at the Club Assembly in June 1985:  
'It ain't what you do, it's the way that you do it'. 

He remembers that Assembly: The members 

were obviously concentrating very hard as they 
had their eyes closed for most of the meeting, some 
of them breathed noisily!' 

Robin also remembered back to the PETS 
(President Elect Training Seminar) held in that 

April. It was obviously an eye opener, 

The District Secretary kept calling me Ron and 
the National Rotary President talked at great 
length about foundations . . .  I  assume this is 
something to do with the building classification, 
or could it be ladieswear. . .  ?  I  decided that I must 
look it up !  The Eltharn President-elect, an ex 
RAF type, told a joke about an Irishman trying 
to fly in wellingtons . . .  all the other Presidents 
laughed very loudly. When I told our club they 
didn't  laugh nearly as much . . .  maybe Rotary 
Presidents have a greater sense of humour than 
other Rotarians! 

The main accent for the year was on celebration 
and fellowship and links with mother-Club, 
Beckenham, were strengthened during the year. 

Early in July, founder members, both past and 
present, met for an anniversary dinner. Everyone 
enjoyed the food and conversation. Robin arrived 
home from the dinner clutching a plastic Rotary 
wheel. Has he found out what it is for yet? 

In September, Robin and Brenda invited the 
local Presidents and their wives to our Ladies' 

Evening. All were looking forward to the arrival 
of the Bromley contingent because the spouse had 
never been seen. 

The tenth anniversary of the Club's Charter 
was also celebrated in September and the club held 
a Ladies' Night on the exact anniversary of the 

Charter  at the or ig ina l  Charter venue,  The 

Grasshopper at Moorhouse, Westerham. 
In September 1985 the Rotary Club took part 

in the Farnborough Village Fete. Robin observed, 

I wore a suit and a Rotary tie . . .  our assistant 
Secretary, John Dance, looked outstanding in his 
vest and tennis shorts! This shows the individual 
nature of Rotary service! 
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What proved to be the last visit to Murrayfield 
and Cramond was made in golf-prohib i t ing 
weather. The rain started as the Langley Park . 
contingent crossed the border into Scotland and 
it didn't stop raining for two days, even the golf 
driving ranges were under water! 

Alan Freeman was again the sole entrant from 
RIBI at the second Rotary World Cycl ing 
Championships in Herentals, Belgium. 

A large contingent of the Club attended the 
Senlac Charter in Hastings, where the incoming 
President made an amusing speech about new 
clubs having funny names so that no-one can find 
them on the map! 

The District Conference, October 1985. 
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A bemused Club contingent received the award 
for the 'Best Club Assembly in District 112 '  at the 
District Conference. What were the others like? 
Back to Robin's theme for the year: 'It ain't what 
you do, it's the way that you do it'. The award 
was given after the church service on the Sunday 
of the Conference. Needless to say, the President 
was on a course - a golf course! 

The Charter Night of the Rotary Clubs of East 
Grinstead Merid ian and Danson were a lso 
attended - at the latter we had the largest 
contingent from any visiting Club. 

Langley Park also had a record attendance at 
the International contact weekend in May when 
Doerinchern-Oude IJssel celebrated their 10th 
Charter Anniversary. 

Attendance at the National Conference at 
Blackpool followed in June 1986 .  The group 
decided, at one point during one evening, that 
the Blackpool Tower was closer than the 
'Fellowship' bar at the conference hotel, so a good 
night was had by all. Robin takes up the story, 

We met two dishevelled Rotarians, one of whom 

said be was a Paul Harris Fellow, to which Anita 

Gauntlett said both looked 'Poor Harassed 

Fellows' to her! 

Robin's year ended with an excellent President's 
Dinner at Bromley Civic Centre, where two new 
members were inducted and the Charles Stock 
Rosebowl for the Langley Park 'Rotarian of the 
Year' was presented for the first time, Alan 
Freeman being the recipient. 
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YEAR TWELVE 

1986-7 When Irish Eyes are Smiling . . .  
Fellowship and involvement were President LES 

PATTERSON'S goals for the year. 
The first major event was a trip to Herentals, 

Belgium, with Alan Freeman, for the third Rotary 
World Cycling Championships. This was closely 
followed by a Gala Performance of West Wickham 
Operatic Society's production of Oklahoma. Both 
these events were most enjoyable and provided 
substantial funds for the Charity Account. 

October saw a happy contingent of members 
and wives of Langley Park support Les and Pat at 
the 1 1 2  District conference at Eastbourne. 

November saw the 'President's Crush' weekend 
where members and wives squeezed everyone into 
Les and Pat's home over a period of three nights 
- great fun and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

John and Pat Williams invited the whole Club 
and their wives and families to their home for 
post-Christmas drinks. 

Two new members, John Gardner and Chris 
Fuller, were inducted on the first meeting in 
January thereby bringing our number to 39. 

With Christmas over, rehearsals got under way 
for a Music Hall Show with a cast exclusively of 
members and wives, ably produced by Joan Evans 
and culminating in two very enjoyable nights 
entitled The Musical Years on the weekend of 3-4 
Apri l .  Audience participation added to the 
atmosphere and funds raised exceeded £1,300. 

May was the month for our Dutch friends from 

Doetinchem to visit us. 'Testing' the products of 
the Merrydown Cider factory was the order of 
the day, followed by a dinner-dance at the Gatwick 
Manor Hotel, with cabaret provided by our Dutch 
guests. Wonderful fellowship as usual. 

The Bed Push followed in June and, despite 
the rain, a good time was had by all and many 
local charities benefited from the event. 

The jumble  sales and fetes cont inued 
throughout the year, various funds being topped 
up. 

The year ended with the President's Dinner 
being held aboard HMS Belfast, and although the 
air conditioning proved to be competition too 
strong for the speakers and the Master of 
Ceremonies ,  it rounded off the year most 
pleasantly. 

Sadly, Les died after a brave fight against cancer 
in December 1995. His widow Patricia, a 'Friend 
of Langley Park' has agreed to write up his year 
for the club history and kindly produced some 
thoughts on Les's year from her own perspective. 

Patricia's thoughts and memories are produced 
below, in full, as a tribute to a much loved and 
dearly missed Rotarian. 

Leslie Reid Patterson (1939-1995) 
as observed by Patricia Patterson 
The run up to the start of the year began in April 
1986 with the Seminar for. incoming Presidents 
held at the Greenway in West Malling. Meeting 
up with other incoming Presidents induced a sense 
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of camaraderie that lasted for the whole year. 
Monday 30 June was the first official function, 

with Robin Hazelton's President's Evening and, 
thanks to a course in Public Speaking taken the 
previous winter, the occasion was approached with 
the anticipation of a good year to come. 

Monday nights began to settle into a routine 
quite quickly, with Les making the usual errors in 
the format of the evening to begin with. At the 
beg inn ing  there seemed to be so much to 
remember but by the end of the year, it had 
become so easy. 

July 14 was the date designated for the 'get 
together' for Presidents and their ladies to meet 
each other and the District Governor. It was quite 
low key, as was the Mayoral Reception at the Civic 
Centre on 25 July. 

August came and went with no special functions 
to attend. 

On 1 0  September ,  we were invited to 
Beckenham Rotary Club to accompany them to 
Barnsgate Manor Vineyard for an evening of wine 
tasting. The evening was interesting with many 
wines being sampled and compared. For the finale, 
a full bottle of wine was placed on each table to 
be assessed prior to being drunk with the food 
that was being supplied. Les sniffed the wine 
initially - as we had been shown - and at this 
stage must have had a quizzical look on his face, 
which was noticed by the vineyard owner. He 
immediately came to our table, picked up the 
bottle, sniffed it and pronounced the wine bad. 
He congratulated Les on his excellent sense of 
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smell and gave us another bottle of wine, leaving 
the 'bad' bottle on the table. We later tasted the 
'bad' bottle and preferred it to the replacement! 

October was the month for the Rotary World 
Cycling Championship. It was held in Herental, 
Belgium. 

Les and I accompanied Alan Freeman, who was 
taking part in the racing. We booked into our hotel 
rooms on arrival, then drove to the track to survey 
the layout of the course. Afterwards we went out 
for a meal and returned to the hotel for an early 
night in preparation for the following day's racing. 

Race day dawned dry but overcast and cool. 
Perfect for cycling. It became apparent that most 
of the competitors had high-tech bicycles, which 
must have given them an 'edge' in the races. 
Nevertheless, Alan lined up when his race was 
called and started off at a great pace. We soon 
noticed that on each lap as Alan passed us, we 
weren't the only ones calling encouragement to 
him. That evening at a reception when prizes were 
presented, the high esteem that Alan was held in 
by the cycling fraternity became very apparent. 
His sheer courage in competing to his very best 
ability was clearly recognised and acknowledged. 

On returning to our hotel, we found that there 
had been an error in the bookings and our luggage 
had been removed from our two rooms and put 
into a family room. Now, we know that Langley 
Park is a friendly Rotary Club, but . . .  !  Alan finished 
up having to sleep in a child's bunk bed in the 
annexe! 

The 24 to 26 October saw us in Eastbourne 
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Les Patterson's group at Eastbourne, 1986. 

for the 57th annual District Conference. We were 

a select group, comprising Doug and Jackie Briggs, 

John and Sally Stone, Brook and Pat Marshall, 

Alan Freeman, plus, of course, Les and myself. 

We had a good weekend as always, with fellowship 

being very high on the agenda. The conference 
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programme was well-balanced and interesting, 
with speakers covering a variety of subjects from 
the Royal Association in Aid of the Deaf and 
Dumb,  Save the Chi ldren,  SOS Sahel 
Internat ional ,  to a most  interest ing and 
informative session on Drug Abuse given by Ann 
Parkinson (wife of Cecil). 

Oklahoma at the Churchill Theatre, performed 
by West Wickham Operatic Society, was the next 
function. Responsibility for selling the tickets was 
shared with West Wickham club. As a result of a 
great deal of enthusiasm by practically every one 
of the two clubs' members, it was a sell-out, the 
outcome of which was a cheque for £500 donated 
to the Bromley Multiple Sclerosis Society and a 
further £500 to the Bromley Health District CAT 
Scanner Appeal. 

It is a tradition for Presidents to host all club 
members and their wives at their homes. Les very 
much wanted to do this, but as our home is not 
big enough to accommodate 74 people at one 
function, we put our thinking caps on and came 
up with a solution. The 'Crush' weekend was 
born! The Crush took place on 14-16 November, 
with approximately a third of the 74 (members 
and wives) attending on each evening. It was great 
fun and the lasting memory for me was John 
Wil l iams - who was seated in the 'Overflow 
Dining Room' (ie the guest bedroom) - being used 
as a runner by the other diners up there to run up 
and down the stairs on many occasions to get 
'more coffee', 'more cheese', 'more mints' etc. No 
wonder he stays so sl im! 
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Christmas arrived and with it the realisation 
that 'The Year' was half over. 

January 1987 was the month when rehearsals 
began for the production of The Musical Years by 
the Langley Park Strollers. Rehearsals were more 
like a social occasion with - if we are honest - 
more wine drinking and talking taking place than 
practising. How Joan Evans, our ever-patient 
producer, ever managed to get us in to shape by 
April was something of a miracle. From the 
distance of time, the overriding impression of the 
evenings spent in rehearsals was of camaraderie 
and laughter. The uphill struggle of learning words 
and routines has faded from memory. 

Our Dutch friends from Doetinchem visited us 
in May. A pleasant afternoon was spent in Sussex 
at Merrydown Cider with liberal tasting taking 
place. The return journey was accompanied by 
the chinking of many bottles! Saturday evening, 
we all met up at the Gatwick Manor hotel for a 
d inner ,  fo l lowed by va r i ed  and energet ic  
entertainment from our Dutch guests. 

June saw us in Blackpool for the 62nd RIBI 
Annual  Conference where 'Ne enjoyed the 
'delights' of the Norbreck Castle Hotel. Once 
again, the overriding impression was a weekend 
of fellowship. Bill Huntley was RIBI President and 
the conference had an interesting programme, 
HRH the Duke of Gloucester and Simon Bates 
being just two of the speakers giving an address. 

At the Gala Ball, we found ourselves sitting next 
to a Rotarian called Michael Kinsella, who was 
from County Wicklow. I think that he and Les 
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spent the rest of the evening competing for .the 
'Loquacity Award of the Year'. What is it about 
Irishmen when they get together? Needless to say, 
we all returned with several sticks of Blackpool rock. 

The 'Year' was nearly over and Les, with his 
flair for doing things a bit differently from the 
rest, decided to have his President's Evening on 
board HMS Belfast, moored on the Thames - the 
ship's name being the same as his place of birth. 
The evening was sunny and warm. It was lovely on 
deck but rather hot below in the ship's Dining Hall. 

Les's final speech of his year before handing 
over to Brook Marshall was delivered in the form 
of a sea shanty, but without the music (reproduced 
on pages 42-6.) He managed to incorporate every 
club member's name into the ditty which was a 
sequential review of his year in office. 

I know that by the time the 'Year' came to a 
close, Les was enjoying his duties so much that he 
would have liked to carry on for another year. 
Such is the very special pleasure engendered by 
the Langley Park Rotary Club. 

Les on board HMS Belfast. 
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A PRESIDENT'S ODE TO ROTARY 

Delivered by President Les Patterson at his 

farewell dinner on 4 July 1987. 

Here on the good ship Belfast, 

We meet to review the year past. 

It started well, I thought 'What fun', 

Till Doug Briggs said, 'There's workto be done!' 

Well, we were ready to make sail , 

When from on high we heard a wail. . .  ,  

'Before you move this awful tub, 

Has each one paid his lawful sub?' 

It came from David (on way to bank), 

And we all shouted 'Walk the plank!' 

So off we sailed with all our gear, 

And nothing . . .  more or less . . .  to fear. 

Then (stone the crows) for all our sins, 

The vessel's bought by Berni Inns! 

We thought 'Oh well, it can't get worse', 

Until they said, 'Dig in your purse!'. 

The galley staff . . .  not famed for food, 

Proceeded to be downright rude. 

And noisier too . . .  without a doubt, 

Causing speakers to have to shout. 

The officers met and did complain, 

The owners thought, 'Oh what a pain' . 

And so one night whilst dining late, 

We were told, 'Get out! It's eight! ' 
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'Oh dear!', we thought, 'What will we do?', 

Then Terry cried . . .  'Just change the menu! ' .  

Plated came the ' in' expression, 

Three times cooked!', was our impression. 

The storm clouds gathered, then departed; 

And now we're fight back where we started. 

Except for costs . . .  which are a crime . . .  

We dock in harbour dead on time! 

With shore-leave granted whilst in port, 

The crew had chance to practice sport. 

And whilst our Scottish friends gave up, 

We beat West Wickham for the cup. 

Which goes to prove, when duty calls, 

Grahame's golfers do it best with balls! 

Our days ashore were soon to stop, 

But what about our Rotary Shop? 

With john hard at the oars a-rowing, 

It soon was filled to overflowing. 

A every night we hear the cry, 

'Does anyone need a Rotary tie?' 

From Rotaract we heard the news, 

That Cyril went and aired his views. 

He said to us, 'Boys . . .  rest assured', 

'I've got the whole damn lot insured!' 

Our success and various views, 

Sometimes turn up in Rotary News. 

And even though Keith tries and tries, 

Ray gets it quicker in Archives. 
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Meanwhile our duties did not stop, 

And robin's press-gang went out to shop. 

Returning back with two more crew oh, 

Chris and John . . .  the 'Dancing Duo'! 

Now forty men require some 'dri l l ing', 

And Michael found the job fulf i l l ing. 

'Not one', he said, 'Have I rejected', 

'These are the best lot I've inspected.' 

Crew's education was not stinted, 

And a programme soon was printed. 

With courses plotted for the year, 

And Speakers to bend every ear. 

Though Derek swore it was heresy, 

We're convinced he has shares in Safeway. 

But the First Mate of Foundation 

By God Dai was impatient. . .  

He'd do most anything, 

To make the funds keep coming in. 

He sings with such panache and ease . . .  

But does Joan know about 'Louise'? 

Our hold has good from everywhere, 

Old clothes, dirty books, the odd Teddy Bear. 

All produced at the smallest hint, 

To leave the crowds all totally skint. 

The moral of which, Colin states, 

'Rotarians do it best at Fetes!' 

In home waters with duties past, 

And the RI flag upon the mast. 

We relaxed in suitable manner, 

And with the Dutch exchanged our Banner. 

We had a crush, it was such fun, 

We squeezed in almost everyone. 

And John and Patrick announced it loud, 

'Rotarians do it best in a crowd'. 

Well one more thing was still to be done, 

And wasn't it such glorious fun! 

It started out at such a pace, 

And ended up a super race. 

And Henry's right in what he said, 

'Rotarians do it best in bed'. 

Well, now at last we've sighted land, 

And one more year has gone as planned. 

And we can all be justly proud, 

We have stood out from the normal crowd. 

And from the yardarm we can shout, 

'We've achieved a lot since we set out'. 

And so, dear Brooke, it's up to you, 

To sail right on with your new crew. 

We know you'll do it from the heart, 

And all of us will play our part. 

And as you sail in to the sun, 

With lots of Fellowship and Fun. 

Don't worry if the clouds turn dark, 

We'll make it 'cos we're L"angley Park. 

THANK You FoR Mv YEAR - IT WAs A PRIVILEGE 
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CHAPTER Six 

Not the Start of the 'Terrible Teens' 

YEAR THIRTEEN 
1987-8 The Move From The Pickhurst 

President BROOK MARSHALL had throughout his 
year enjoyed the highlights, although there had 
been some sad events. 

Notable events had been the gala Charity Night 
at the Churchil l  Theatre for West Wickham 
Operatic Society's production of South Pacific. 

A race night in aid of Polio-Plus was organised 
very successfully by David Stoneham, and a 'One 
for One' membership evening in the form of a 
wine tasting event was not without its hiccups(!) 
and was arranged by Les Patterson. 

An excellent speakers programme provided by 
John Sutherland maintained members' interest 
and encouraged a good attendance at meetings. 
The move to the then current venue of the 
Howdon Sports Club had, at that time, proved 
popular and meetings were held in a completely 
free and relaxed atmosphere. 

A small contingent of 'lucky thirteen' Langley 
Park Rotarians and wives visited Doetinchem, and 
a thoroughly good weekend developed, including 
an 'indoor barbecue' or an 'indoor grilling'!, as it 

Brook listens attentively to the Mayor of Bromley. 
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was titled, which was held at a splendid restaurant 
named the Boerderij de Ijsselhoeve. 

The Langley Park contingent replied to the 
Doetinchem cabaret by donning cloth caps and 
mufflers (men) and hats and shawls (ladies) and 
giving a spirited rendition of Cockney songs! The 
farewell brunch was held in the 'Dutch Alps' at 
the Hotel Montferland. 

Regrettably, during the year the club lost two 
members: Founder Member, past-President and 
past-Treasurer, John Stone and Sally moved to 
Teignmouth, and Ray Whittle and Mary moved 
to Abbotts Ann near Andover. 

However, as a result of a Les Patterson initiative, 
the club was hopeful of introducing new members 
and maintaining numbers. 

It was also a pleasure to record that Les had 
been elected to serve on the District team as Public 
Relations Officer. 

The President's Evening was spent with an 
enjoyable meal held in the crypt of St John's 
Church, Smith Square in London. 

YEAR FOURTEEN 

1988-9 A Magical Musical Mystery Tour 
as a Finale 

KEITH FORDHAM was President during a year when 
several memorable events occurred. 

Langley Park Rotary Club joined with our 
Mother Club, West Wickham, to support West 
Wickham Operatic Society at the Churchill 
Theatre, Bromley, in their production of Fiddler 

on the Roof and were able to present a cheque for 
£1,000 to St Christophers Hospice on the night. 

In the early part of the year, Keith and Audrey 
held 'open house' at their home for Club members, 
and money raised in a raffle was given to the 
Special Baby Care Unit at Farnborough hospital. 

Keith presents a cheque for £1,000 to St Christopher's 
Hospice. 

Keith remembers an early faux pas in his year, 

You may recall that Doug and Jackie Briggs took 
their annual  hol iday in September and they 
usually went somewhere exotic like the Maldives 
or the Seychelles. On this ·  particular Monday 
evening, Doug was seated near the top table 
looking very sunburnt and wearing his locally- 
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bought holiday hat. In his hand he had a list of 
all those Rotary clubs he had visited during the 
holiday. As you all no doubt know, the President 
has a list of procedures and notes for the evening 
meeting, included in the list is a heading 'Visits 
to Other Clubs'. In spite of Doug's face right there 
in front of me, I forgot to ask that vital question! 
After the uproar had subsided, the meeting 
continued, but I was not allowed to forget this 
for some time! 

In May, our Dutch Contact Club visited Langley 
Park and, thanks to Gerry Hynds, the Club were 
able to take the Dutch visitors to the Houses of 
Parliament for dinner and a guided tour of both 
Houses. Over 30 members and wives from the 
Doetinchem Club made the trip (the largest 
contingent at that time). Lord and Lady Mellish 
were our hosts for the evening, which included 
drinks on the Members' terrace and a meal in the 
Lords' Dining Room. 

The traditional Farewell Brunch was held on a 
bright and very warm Sunday morning at the 
home of President Keith and his wife Audrey. 

The gathering listened to a farewell cabaret 
from the members and wives of Doetinchem. (Can 
anyone remember that one of Benny Hill's 
characters, 'Fred Scuttle', was also present in the 
garden that lovely warm lunchtime? - Ed). 

The President's Dinner was held at Finchcocks, 
a Georgian Manor House at Goudhurst, Kent, on 
a lovely summer's evening. Before the home 
cooked dinner in the restaurant we had a tour of 
the grounds and were shown the historical musical 
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instruments in the house. 
After dinner, those assembled enjoyed an 

amusing recital given by Richard Burnett, pianist 
and owner of Finchcocks, on some of the vintage 
instruments. 

One or two members thought this was going 
to be too highbrow, but were soon sneaking back 
into the hall to join the rest of the Club in a most 
memorable evening. 

YEAR FIFTEEN 

1989-90 The Year was a Teddy Bear's 
Picnic 

MICHAEL SETCHELL asked the Club for some action 
to show commitment to Rotary. Mike remembers 
his own initial committment, 

Having joined the Club in June 1984 ,  I  had 
managed to avoid being chairman of anything, 
when it was suggested that I might stand for 
'second vice' in 1987 .  Convinced by Robin 
Hazelton that I would be an 'also-ran' in what I 
had not real ised would be an uncontested 
election, I agreed, and the touch-paper was lit! 
At his President's Evening in Goudhurst, Keith 
Fordham, handed over a well-structured and 
happy Club so, armed with a newly-purchased 
copy of The Leadership Qualities of Attilla the 

Hun, I set out into the unknown. 

He continues with the trip down memory lane, 

Although the 'Year of Arse-into-Cear ' sounded 
too good to me, I was persuaded to stay 
conventional, so Commitment was the buzz word. 

Copyright 2000 - Langley Park Rotary Club



If we made enough noise, we could have a lot of 
fun, the community would take notice, and 
perhaps that would compensate for the horrible 
fare at the Howden (which I was desperate to 
leave!). Only now do I realise how supportive 
the various committees were, events packing the 
ca l endar  a lmost  to overf lowing,  and the  
membership turning up in strength. 

The year started off with Alan Freeman hitting 
the headlines as he again entered the World Rotary 
Cycling Championships and money raised was 
used to sponsor Eye Camps. Mike recalls the local 
media interest, 

We made our first news item when Alan Freeman 
cycled to raise £400 for eye camps in India. An 
emergency box was filled in record time, and this, 
too, got a mention in the local press. 

Two 'crushes' chez Setchell provided an informal 
opportunity for their children to sell buffet recipes 
for Club funds. 

If it i s  October it must  be the Dis tr ict  
Conference in Eastbourne. Mike said, 

Dis t r i c t  Conference  at Eastbourne was 
memorable for the great night out, not at the Ball, 
but with the Langley Park contingent. 

The Conference  was wel l  supported with 
memories of the alternative Saturday night dinner 
becoming instantly hazy for some . . .  !  

Successful navigators cut through the winter 
gloom to challenge Rotoract to a traditional nine 
pin bowling evening at the Haycutters, Oxted. The 
two sides met again during the summer for a Pitch 

and Putt competition at Sparrows Den. 
The Christmas party was held at the Howdon 

Centre, as Mike well remembers, 

The Howdon hosted our  Christmas Party, 
thankfully for the last time. The meal was a 
masterpiece, every component having been 
extruded th rough  a  rec tangu lar  d i e ,  and 
identifiable solely by colour. 

A chance invitation to the Pantiles Charity Walk 
with David Stoneham lit the touchpaper for the 
first St Christopher's walk in May 1990, at which 
Mickey Mouse stood in for the President. LPRC's 
first great Walk raised £30,000 for the Hospice 
and enabled them to buy an ambulance. 

Mike can remember the 'beginnings' of the St 
Christoper's Fun Walks, 

Soon after Alan's cycling feats there came the 
invitation from RC Pantiles to take part in their 
first Charity Walk, in aid of a local hospital. 
Would anyone like to join me on a nine-mile 
Sunday jaunt without following a little white ball? 
Well, David Stoneham's mother had been a 
patient at the hospital, so he volunteered, and 
typ ica l l y  found out later that he won the 
sponsorship prize! 

Mike continues, 

Setting off at Tunbridge Wells before the official 
start time, we discovered any shortfalls in 
signposting, and completed the circuit before the 
organisers had set up the finish! Yes, I agreed with 
David that LPRC could do this sort of thing 
properly, so the first Walk for St Christopher's 
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Hospice was born! David and his team would be 
working for many months towards May 6 1990. 

Mike finishes his thoughts on the walk with, 

This first Walk for St Christopher's was amazing! 
Masterminded by David Stoneham, supported 
not only by a dedicated organising team, but by 
his own staff at Masters, as well as by the entire 
Club, ladies, families and friends, the event hit 
Keston like a meteorite! I decided to wear a 
Mickey Mouse costume, and the idea really paid 
off - even the Mayor does as he's told when faced 
with MM - but I did discover the downside: you 
must never take your head off - kids are so 
crestfallen that they run away in tears. I became 
adept at slipping sandwiches and a straw through 
one eye! 

Henry and Maureen w i l l  remember  the 
hi larious scene when, running to catch up with 
the rather fast-walking Mayor, and with limited 
vision, my crotch collided with a post, causing 
me to double over speechless, while Mickey's 
head rolled out into the road. 

The Walk was a ground-breaker,  ra ised 
£30,000 for the Hospice, and left me with a 
'h igh' .  I  remember sitting up al l  night hand 
writing letters of thanks to everyone I could 
contact, so pleased was I to be President in that 
happy year. 

Teddy bears arrived in the year, too! Inexplicably 
barred from the emergency vehicles for which they 
were ordered, they descended on Langley Park in 
their hoards, and were 'bounced' by an ingenious 
scheme to chi ldren with special  n e e d s  111 

Beckenham, Doetinchem and Romania. 
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Mike in his Mickey Mouse costume at the first St 
Christopher's Fun Walk, May 1990. 

Mike remembers the problems with the teddy 
bears, 

Meanwhile, the plight of 3,000 homeless teddy 
bears faced District 112, and gave me a pet charity 
scheme. Resplendent with the Rotary logo, these 
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teddies had been purchased by District to comfort 
children who had to travel in ambulances or 
police cars. Inexplicably, the scheme received the 
thumbs down. I  bought 100,  se l l ing half as 
housebears for twice cost price, so that the other 
half could go to good causes. I ordered some 
more. Bears, several hundred, reached Romania, 
Ho l l and  and especial ly the Bethlem Royal 
Hospital School. 

Mike with a 'teddy bear Rotary wheel'. 

Mike also became a born teddy bear salesman, 

One bear, which sat in my waiting room, sold 
five times over, being donated back immediately 
when I was unable to provide a carrier bag! 

Some more bears were sold at a charity race night: 

To help fill in an already fun-packed timetable, 
we held a race night, which boosted the charity 
fund, lined some pockets and emptied many more 
- and I sold some more bears.  Sports and 
Entertainment worked terrifically hard, and once 
again the ladies did so, too. 

The sun shone for another 'Bed Push', organised 
by Henry Phillips, well supported by an army of 
stewards, raising £13,000 for our own and many 
local charities. A race night enlivened our dull 

Howdon venue (famed for its square turkey at 
Christmas) and further boosted the coffers . . .  
teddies were seen there, too. 

A teddy bear led the Langley Park party into 
Les Trois Mousquetaires near St Omer for a 
gastronomic half-way meeting with Doetinchem 
Oude IJssel. Mike recalls the day out, 

Chris drove the party from Keston, via the Ferry 
to St Omer and the added excitement was of 
Arthur's driving/navigation to Boulogne, which 
resulted in our almost leaping onto the ferry as 
the ramp closed. It's odd how small details stick 
in the mind, but I recall how the hotel gardener 
was pu l l ing out a barrow-load of cowslips 
growing as weeds, while Mary had managed to 
grow just a handful of the same species with much 
tender loving care . . . .  
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April means Bournemouth means RIBI. The 
President remembers, 

Al l  I  reca l l  of the RIBI Conference  at 
Bournemouth was the remarkable first-name 
greeting which I received at a silversmiths in the 
town, where I wanted to buy a gift for Mary. It 
was the reflection of my conference lapel badge 
in the window that gave me a clue! 

For the May trip to Doetinchem the British visitors 
were entertained i n  style,  our feet scarce ly 
touching the ground, and only then in size 13, 
customised Rotary clogs. This gave members and 
wives the chance to relax after the total Club 
commitment to the Walk. A full agenda for the 
International Weekend had its lighter moments 
as Mike recalls, 

The usual three days of fun, as always with our 
Dutch hosts, but formalities began in the sombre 
splendour of Duisberg Town Hall. Replying to 
the very ser ious speech of welcome by the 
Burgomeister, I was suddenly aware that the 
carved oak panels around me depicted a baby 
being butchered, so I lightened things up by 
turning on my flashing Mickey Mouse badge! The 
weekend was memorable for many reasons - a 
huge l ion left pawprints on Jan's car in Arnhem 
safari zoo, I was presented with some beautiful 
clogs, and we left a stack of bears as souvenirs. I 
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wonder if they tried out our Club gift, the Rotary 
Hill Detector, aka a spirit level (shows slight hi l ls) 
on wheels (shows steeper ones)? 

Members and wives had a picnic at Bew! Water 
en route to an 'open day' at the Pestalozzi Village 
at Seddlescombe. (Warning! Don't try a Gurkah 
curry unless you are well prepared!) 

The President's Dinner was held at High Rocks, 
Tunbridge Wells, during which Gerry Costa was 
welcomed into the Club, having transferred to 
Langley Park from the Stepney club. 

Another milestone was the award of our first 
Paul Harris Fellowship, to David Stoneham, in 
recognition of his magnificent achievement 111 

organising the Walk. 
Mike concludes his thoughts on his year: 

As you can imagine, ending my year on a high 
note at High Rocks, I thought we had done quite 
a bit! At the District Conference 1990, although 
my year had ended, President Dai very kindly 
asked me to accept, on the Club's  behalf, a 
Certificate of Special Achievement. The big 
moment ,  the best of a l l ,  came at the Walk 
Reception at Bromley Court Hotel, when I was 
pr iv i l eged  to be able to g ive  Dame Cice ly  
Saunders, not only a cheque, but a hug! 

Action there was, and fun too in Mike's year! 
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YEAR SIXTEEN 

1990-1 Stop Swaying Dai! 

A programme of relaxation and Club fellowship 
was President DAI EvANs' target for his year, but 
with no intention of forgetting our fund-raising 
act ivit ies ,  particularly for local community 
projects. 

Dai's first-hand memories of those first few 
weeks and months of his presidency are, 

When you go on the ladder to the presidency, it 
seems light-years away and unfortunately I didn't 
forsee the tough economic situation that arose 
during the late eighties and early nineties. The 
one saving grace during that tough economic time 
was diverting my business problems to the far 
more enjoyable fellowship of Rotary. As with any 
new e x p e r i e n c e ,  the year  started w i t h  
apprehension, as you are facing an audience of 
friends ready to pounce on any of your mistakes 
(which tend to occur with frequency!). However, 
after a few early lessons by the Secretary things 
fal l  into place and l i fe  becomes extremely 
enjoyable . . .  you are now Top Dog! 

Having been in Rotary for nine years before I 
took up the Presidency, it made the experience 
of conducting meetings far easier than I had 
expected. I was also helped in this by the general ·  
atmosphere which existed in our club, aided by 
the banter, courtesy of Messrs. Fuller and Norris. · 

In September, Dai accompanied Alan Freeman to 
the Rotary World Cycling Championships in Delft, 
and in the same month the Club celebrated its 
15th Charter Anniversary with a Dinner at the 
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Foxbury Centre, Chislehurst - an enjoyable 
evening, with many past members present. 

October was the month for the Distr ict  
Conference in Eastbourne, which Dai remembers: 

Joan and I were helped at the Conference by the 
21 'back-up brigade' from Langley Park. A fun 
time was had, but I wouldn't put the 'march past' 
down as a lasting memory! 

On the membership front, we welcomed into the 
Club John Barret and Peter Burke and, on the 
down side, Alan Anderson, Derek Hutton and 
John Canning resigned. 

The next big event in Dai's calendar was the 
Christmas Party at Chislehurst Golf Club where 
Dai 'swore in' Tim Pearce as a new member. Dai 
can recollect the evening, 

A memorable occasion and a great event to round 
off the Rotary year. However, a beautiful ly 
presented brochure for the evening was somewhat 
spoilt by a bearded face appearing alongside Joan 
and myself - get off Norris! 

On the International front, in March 1991 Dai 
and Joan, accompanied by International Service 
Chairman, Chris Fuller and his wife Eve, were 
guests of our contact Club Doetinchem-Oude 
IJ ssel on the occasion of their 15th Charter 
Anniversary, where they were royally entertained. 
On the Saturday afternoon there was a choice of 
taking part in a golf tournaf!lent or cycling through 
the 'mountainous' area around Zutphen. Chris 
and Eve joined the latter organised by Joan and 
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Nettie Kooi and, accompanied by their hosts, Jaap 
and Greet van der Boom and others from .the 
Doetinchem club, spent an enjoyable (but saddle 
sore!) afternoon in the countryside. Joan and Dai 
decided on the golf and Chris remembers, 

I drove the four of us to Holland and managed 
to squeeze in two full sets of golf clubs and gear 
for Dai and Joan. However, the venue for the 
golf was an hotel near Zutphen and the course 
was actually the hotel's relatively short pitch and 
putt area! 

Doetinchem's 15th anniversary dinner was a 
memorable and glittering 'black tie' event with at 
least 10 or 1 1  courses on the menu, interspersed 
with dancing. In typical Dutch style, every course 
was taken with a different set of people at a 
different table, and among the guests at that 
weekend were four Rotarians and wives from 
Doetinchem's other contact club, Brugge Frei, in 
Be lg i um .  Dai  ca r r i ed  ou t  a  speech  and a 
presentat ion to our  contact c lub  for the i r  
anniversary and Chris was asked to make a speech 
as visiting Internat ional  Chairman,  inviting 
Doetinchem members and wives to Langley Park 
in May 1991 .  

Chris remembers doing part of the speech in 
Dutch to much amusement and much applause 
the hosts. He notes, 

It was at the height of the Gulf War and, during 
that particular week, Belgium would not release 
anti-aircraft ammunition for the allies fighting to 
regain Kuwait. Dai and I had been told a Gulf 

War joke by Rinus Yervoort (about the only clean 
and repeatable story he told us!), so I repeated it 
to the ensemble, not knowing that there were 
Belgians in the audience! The joke went, 'The 
Belgian fleet wil l  be delayed joining the allies' 
battle armada in the Gulf . . .  because the wind is 
blowing in the wrong direct ion! '  One of the 
Belgians came up to me afterwards and said, quite 
straight-faced, 'We are your all ies as well you 
know!' Obviously, the Belgians don't share that 
fine sense of humour that we share with the Dutch! 

In April, the Club members and wives were deeply 
saddened by the untimely death of one of the 
active members of the club, Patrick Hilderly, at 
the young age of 55, after collapsing at work with 
a brain aneurysm. 

Patrick was a member of the 'Langley Park 
Strollers', and it was decided that the shortly 
approaching show would go on as a memory to Pat. 

Dai's wife Joan produced the Music Hall, 
entitled Off the end of the Pier, and it starred many 
members of the Club. The show was enjoyable 
for cast and audience alike and contributed a large 
sum to the Charity Fund. Dai remembers the 
period leading up to the show, 

Months of rehearsals at our house spelt out what 
Rotary is all about, hence the famous Langley Park 
saying 'Dai, stop swaying'. It was hard work, but 
it was all worth it and long may 'Maurice C' 
entertain Beckenham! 

One problem did arise, though, during rehearsals 
for the Latin American start to the second half of 
the show. Chris Fuller recalls that during rehearsals 
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of the fast Latin American numbers, the show's 
producer Joan couldn't hear any of the singing 
because of the noise of the 14 pairs of maracas! · 
Chris continues, 

The noise was deafening and I was given the task 

of finding an answer to the problem. I solved it 

by keeping only three sets (Sam's, Grahame's and 

mine), with a limited number of 'beans' inside 

the maracas to make some sound. I drilled out 

the other eleven pairs and removed the beans 
from inside . . .  I  was then known as 'The bloke 

who knackered the Maracas!'. 

The Club experienced more sadness when Peter 
Simmonds was diagnosed as suffering from cancer 
and spent several months having treatment at the 
Royal Marsden Hospital. 

Peter was then unable to take up his post as 
President for the year 1991-2. 

As well as the Music Hall, other fund-raising 
activities included a Celebrity-Amateur Golf Day 
at Langley Park Golf Club which raised £2,000 
for 'Sense'. 

The Bed Push raised some blood pressures but 
also raised funds for Club and local charities. 

The 'Langley Park Strollers' entertain the Dutch. 
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The second St Christopher's Hospice Fun Walk 
produced a  stagger ing £55 ,000,  despite the 
appal l ing weather on the day of the walk, and 
Langley Park were proud to say that the sum was 
the largest amount raised by one Rotary club in 
the country . . .  Dai thought it was nice that he got 
his photograph in the local paper. 

The other main May event was the arrival of 
the club's Doetinchem friends for the International 
Weekend. Dinner  parties on the Friday were 
followed by shopping and sightseeing visits on the 
Saturday, the evening being spent with a meal and 
show at The Players' Theatre, in the arches beneath 
Charing Cross railway station. The evening had 
been organised by Chris and Sam and the highlight 
was the guest appearance of actress Jan Hunt 
reviving her hilarious 'Little Dutch Girl '  routine. 
The organisers thought that they had upset the 
Doetinchem Rotarians and wives as they sat open 
mouthed during the first few verses of Miss Hunt's 
'Zuider Zee' routine . . .  however, the contingent 
from the Netherlands soon joined in the choruses. 
It was later pointed out that the confusion over 
the (English) song, virtual ly unknown in Holland, 
was that the Zuider Zee had been known as the 
Ijssel Meer since the 1930s!  

Da i  a n d  Joan  had  the  o p p o r t u n i t y  of  
reciprocating Doetinchem's hospitality for their 
15th anniversary at the Farewell Brunch during 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Weekend,  h igh l i gh ted  by 
excerpts from the End of the Pier show by the 
Langley Park Strol lers and an h i lar ious cycl ing 
sketch by our Dutch fr iends,  i nvo lv ing  A lan  

Freeman and a special bicycle with eccentric 
hubbed wheels and many other interesting extras. 

The year ended with the traditional President's 
Evening, and for his year Dai had selected Nutfield 
Priory as the venue. 

PATRICK HILDERLY: 1936-1991 

Patrick died in April 1991  after collapsing at 

work with a massive brain aneurysm. 

Pat was a full and active member of the Rotary 

C lub  of Lang ley Park ,  was its one- t ime 

Secretary, and was a fully-paid-up member of 

the Langley Park Strollers. In the 1989 show 
' 

The Musical Years, Patrick could be found, with 

his hair parted in the centre, smothered in 

Brycreem, helping with the singing of 'Keep 

Young and Beautiful' and later on in the show 

singing 'Champagne Charlie is My Name!'. He 

died three weeks before he was to appear in 

Off the End of the Pier, dressed as, and singing 

about, 'Mr Woo and his Laundry Blues'. Patrick 

kept all the rest of the cast in laughter and 

stitches, not only during rehearsals at Dai and 

Joan's house, but also backstage during the 

shows. 

Patrick Hi lderly began his early career in 

banking, working first for the Midland Bank and 

then Erlangers. Between these two positions 

he had a three-year spell of National Service 
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in the RAF, s e rv i n g  as an accounts clerk based 

in Singapore and Malaya. In the '60s, Patrick 

j o i n e d  his wife Patricia's family photographic 

company in West Norwood and worked in all 

areas of the business, i n c l u d i n g  the retail shop, 

w h o l e s a l e ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  w e d d i n g  a n d  s t u d i o  

photography. 

Patrick and Patricia were married in 1 9 6 1  and 

son Adrian arrived in 1 9 6 5 ,  with son Gerard 

born in 1 9 6 7 .  

When the photographic business was sold in 

1 9 8 3 ,  Patrick joined David Stoneham's Masters 

G r o u p  of C o m p a n i e s  as A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

Manager and, in 1 9 8 7 ,  in recognition of his 

efforts, he was made Company Secretary of 

t h e  G r o u p ,  w h i c h  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  g a r a g e  

business and the exhibition company. 

Outside of working hours Patrick had worked 

tirelessly within the community, firstly with ten 

years in Penge R o u n d  Table and then in 1 9 7 8  

j o i n i n g  L a n g l e y  P a r k  R o t a r y  C l u b .  H e  

m a i n t a i n e d  an interest i n  photography and 

loved cricket and gardening, a hobby he shared 

with Patricia, although his love of cricket was 

replaced with amateur operatics, being a keen 

member of Ravensbourne Operatic Society. 

David Stoneham said of his working colleague 

and friend, 
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Patrick would never say 'No'. His stock phrase 

was 'Leave it to me', which people did, not often 

appreciating the lengths he would go to to sort 

their problems out. In recognition for his work 

in 1990 for the St Christopher's Hospice Fun 

Walk, Patrick was made 'Rotarian of the Year' 

by the Langley Park Club. 

Patrick's sudden death was a great loss to 

Langley Park. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

The Maturing Teenager 

YEAR SEVENTEEN 
1991-2 We'll Have a Quiet Year! 

DEREK CHAPMAN decided that Dai Evan's year had 
not been as relaxing as intended and therefore, 
his year in which Rotary International celebrated 
its 75th Anniversary, would also aim to be low 
key. 

Early in the year the Club donated £100 as 
prizes for young musicians at the Beckenham 
Festival. Gerry Costa was short-listed to lead a 
GSE Team to Argentina and in September a group 
of ten w e n t  to the  World Rotary  C y c l i n g  
Championsh ips  in Dinant on the edge of the 
Ardennes, Belgium, in which Alan Blanchette, 
Alan Freeman and David Stoneham competed. 

Thanks to Founder President John Williams, a 
new Breakfast Club, to be called Bromley Sunrise, 
got off the ground, and Roger Humphrey became 
a member of Langley Park. 

At the Catford Rotary Invitat ion Golf Day 
Henry Phi l l ips took second prize. 

A number of 'mini-corns' and smoke alarms 
were purchased for use by Bromley Chain as aids 
for the deaf. 

Internationally, David Stoneham and Alan 
Freeman did a sponsored cycle ride from Langley 
Park to Doetinchem in the week leading up to the 
International Weekend, ably supported by Brook 
Marshall driving the support vehicle, and were 
a l so  j o i n e d  on the  road by s e v e ra l  of  the  

Alan arriving in Doetinchem on the 'special' bike. 
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Doetinchern Club.  A record 38  members and 
wives were on hand to meet the intrepid cyclists 
on their arrival in Doetinchem, and the ensuing 
weekend went with the ususal swing. The ride 
raised £1,200 for the Dutch SOHO Project, a 
scheme similar to our Guide Dogs for the Bl ind.  

The year, as always, ended with the President's 
Evening, which was held at Chislehurst Golf Club. 

Derek has his very own personal thoughts for 
his year as President. Using his own words: 

The minor  dramas of my part icu lar  t ime as 
President continue even now! Not many weeks 
before receiving the memorandum from John 
Williams on the subject of the Club's history, I 
had  spent  an  i n d u s t r i o u s  and I  r  h  o  uz  h  r  

'  b  '  
beneficia l ,  t ime clearing some loft space and 
incinerating out-of-date accounts, tax, VAT and 
non-essential correspondence more than eight 
years old. It takes no great imagination to realise 
that that included Rotary files no longer needed 
for any  reason,  so I thought .  Having been 
nominated by Patricia for membership of the a l l   
male charity club known as the CRAFT Club 
(Can't Remember A Fl ipping Thing), graduating 
with honours and now a life member, I approach 
this task with some trepidation. 

It was an inauspicious start that foreshortened 
my year of learning the ropes and deputising from 
time to time into a full Presidency, about a year 
before we had planned. Patricia and I had it a l l  
settled in our minds that our business would be 
sold and we'd be six months into retirement before 
entering the busy year leading a very active club. 

This carefully laid plan was not to be, and in 
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no rime at all our feet were not touching the 
ground, as we negotiated problems with buyers, 
leases and changes of staff, whi lst doing our best 
to attend to al l  the Rotary events that required 
our presence, if  at a l l  possible. 

We have happy memories of Dutch hospitality 
and of very fir gent lemen cycl ing round the 
Belgian countryside. Then it was a case of handing 
over to the VP and dashing off to New England 
to catch the Fall (part of 'the' plan) and to visit a 
daughter, who l ived, at that t ime, a couple of 
hours from Boston. 

In the way in which daughters do, we were 
presented with a very full sight-seeing itinerary 
and schedule that turned out to be more suitable 
for two very tough 30-year-olds to complete in 
the time we had available. We needed reminding 
that this was supposed to be our 'retirement' 
holiday. 

I had done some research and local telephone 
directories were helpful .  We were fortunate to 
fit in several lunchtime Rotary visits, where rhe 
hospitality was quite memorable. During one such 
visit, they discovered that we had not visited Mark 
Twain's house (who was Mark Twain?), so after 
lunch our schedule was amended and we were 
escorted to the place with no excuse to get lost 
and go back to put our feet up!  Weil, it was 
something that we would not otherwise have seen 
and they were proud of it. Something l ike Downe 
House only better furnished. 

Returning home after five weeks in the US of 
A, we found there was much to catch up on. I 
promptly assumed the mind, but not the body of 
a thirty-something and gave myself a fairly severe 
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heart attack whi lst digging in the garden. That 

near ly  terminated my presidency, but it  was 

fortunate that  Patr ic ia  had q u i c k l y  sought  

informed advice and got me to Bromley Hospital 

in time for new drugs to be administered to l im i t  

the damage. 

It was a frightening experience for both of us 

and recovery is slow. One of the side-effects I 

found was to make me very emotional and often 

close to tears for very little reason. I found my 
return to Rotary and the volume of support that 

I received quite overwhelming on several occasions. 

My thoughts on my 'year' are quite clear-cut. 

The opportunity to visit and talk with a whole 

range of different people of different nationalit ies 

that Patricia and I would not normal ly  meet, 

certainly broadened our horizons. I must admit 

to only having l imited Rotary experience, so my 
comments are necessar i ly expressing a fa ir ly 

narrowed concept. J was always a very ' local'  

member and did not find the time away from 

business to visit many other clubs or attend the 
regional functions. 

I did find, in the small townships that I visited, 

that the American concept of Rotary is very 

different from our own. The Rotary club over 

there is a tool of democracy and a very powerful 

lobby indeed. Its members control virtually all 

the local employment and prosperity. They leave 

fund-raising largely to the local churches and, if 
someth i ng  needs doing,  they  w i l l  organise 

someone to do it. They are parochial and only 

appeared to pay l ip-service to the 'international' 

concept of Rotary. Unl ike our own small country, 

they have many isolated communities without 

running water, and have difficulty understanding 

projects such as 'Wateraid' in Africa. 

The Europeans I met seemed to us to have 

much  the same ou t look .  Outward ly ,  t h e i r  

members appeared to me to have more disposable 

income than most of the members of the local 

h o m e  c l u b s  tha t  my l i m i t e d  e x p e r i e n c e  

encompassed. 

I must  a d m i t  to be ing  d i smayed  by my 
experience of attending a National Conference. 

Here I came face to face with the career Rotarian 

- a cross between a churchman and a politician - 

and I was not impressed by their platform. I came 

home from Glasgow feeling the expense of the 

jamboree could have been put to better use. At 

Langley Park we al l  worked really hard to raise 

£ 1000  or £2000 and yet here I saw tens of 

thousands of pounds be ing  spent on show 
grounds, bands and visiting dignitaries. l have to 

say that it was not my scene and I returned home 

in an unsettled mind, but determined to purchase 

suitcases with wheels. The distance from hotel 

to station was too short for a taxi, but was an 

uph i l l  drag! We would not have made it up that 

hi l l  without Brook Marshall's helping hand. 

My year was dogged by ill-health, which meant 
l e a n i n g  more  than  usua l  on the he lp  and 

experience of other members. I had set out, at 

the start of the year, with the intention of making 

the time one of retrenchment, without members 
having the stress and pressures of innovative or 

major events. In that way I hoped that plans could 

be la id in a quiet way for the future of the Club. 

T probably succeeded in that, but left my own 
plans in disarray. 
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YEAR EIGHTEEN 

1992-3 Is That a Red Hot Poker, or Are 
You Just Happy? 

In HENRY PHILLIPS' year, his main hope was to 
continue to uphold the strong fellowship within 
the Club. 

H e l p  in  f u l f i l l i n g  this c l u b  f e l l o w s h i p  was 
achieved by moving the weekly meeting venue 
from The R a i l w a y  i n  West Wickham to the 
NatWest Sports Club, Copers Cope Road. As 
Henry noted at the time, 

Here the members can benefit from cheap drinks, 

good food, an excellent meeting room and use 

of the sports facilities. 

Henry had taken over as President from Derek, 
although he had been standing-in for him for a 
number of months, following Derek's heart attack. 

During the Autumn an enjoyable President's 
Crush was held  at the h o m e  of  H e n r y  and 
Maureen over two evenings. 

The Club's Christmas Party was held at The 
Metropolitan Police Sports Club, The Warren, on 
Hayes Common and Mike Downing did a Charity 
Auction. 

Spring came, and with it the 'Langley Park 
Strollers' were exhorted once again to tread the 
boards. Joan Evans was also persuaded by Henry 
to direct, even allowing Henry to participate! 
Rehearsals took place in a variety of locations: 
the rear of Pat and Les Patterson's shop premises, 
Dai and Joan Evan's house and David Stoneham 
let us have (Sunday) use of one of the Chinese 
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Garage's showrooms . . .  with windows covered and 
the cars removed (Henry wondered why?).  

Henry also notes the following concerning the 
Strollers' show, 

During the dress rehearsal, after the make-up had 

been appl ied, I  noticed a number of the members 

walk past a mirror  then walk back and have 

another look at themselves. They didn't recognise 

themselves! The grey hair had gone and had been 

replaced by the original brown or black. It was a 
wonderfu I memory for me and then the show 

went  o n !  One rout ine  invo lved  three very 

colourful flowers, the head-dresses made by Viki 

Cosca were absolutely magnificent. The flowers 

were: Pansy (Chris Ful ler),  Sunflower (Grahame 

Norris) and Red Hot Poker (Me). I felt a right 

prarr, stil l do; mind you, it could have been worse: 

I could have been the Pansy! 

This wasn't Henry's first try at the boards: 

A few years earlier I had gone to Joan Evans to 

offer my help at a previous show (front of house 

only ! ) .  John Gardner, Chris Ful ler and me, we 

stood in Joan's sitting room, Joan handed us 

sheets of music and told al l  three of us to sing. I 

protested 'No Joan, I 've come to help as Front of 

House'. Joan said, 'Sing!' so I sang, along with 

the other two. After this audition, Joan said, 'John 

- go and join the group in the dining room; Chris 
-you go and join the group in the kitchen; Henry 

- hrnmm - I ' l l  let you know!' 

So he ran the Box Office!° 
In May the main fund-raising event took place, 

the third St Christopher's Fun Walk, when over 
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£100,000 was raised to refurbish the Rugby Ward. 
Henry recalls the fun and excitement of that day, 

What a fantastic achievement for Langley Park 

members and wives. Peter Green, the District 

Governor, and his wife Betty, worked al l day with 

the rest of the members .  Peggy Suther land 
oversaw the final dismantl ing of the marquees. 

Some clown dressed as President - or vice versa' 

Other events during Henry's year included the 
biennial visit of our friends from Doetinchem 
Oude IJssel, who are always a pleasure to host 
and entertain. 

Members of the Club also, during Henry's year, 
started helping as a driver/helper for the Conquest 
Swimming Club. Henry takes up the story, 

Bev and Ann Al len had a florist shop next to our 

place in West Wickham. In 1991 ,  they were very 

involved with the Conquest Club and asked me 

to find helpers/drivers. Brook Marshall, Hadyn 

David and I offered . . .  this has now grown to 

about 20 members of Langley Park Rotary Club. 

The Bromley Sunrise Rotary Club was formed 
during Henry's Presidency and the Charter Night 
was held at the Inn on the Lake near Gravesend. 
The highlight of the evening for President Henry 
was the pleasure of presenting Langley Park's 
second Paul Harris  Fe l lowsh ip  to Founder 
President John Williams, for his work in getting 
the new Club off the ground. 

The year ended with the traditional President's 
Dinner, which was held at Chateau Napoleon and 
John Williams was Henry's Master of Ceremonies. 
Incoming President Arthur had to be reminded 
by Scilla about half-an-hour before he left for the 
event that he bad to make a speech for his 
incoming year. . .  but Arthur is yet another story! 

The 'Bed Push' 

This is another event that Henry must reluctantly 
own up to, as not all the Club's members liked 
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the involvement of Rotary in the Bed Push.  (or 

Race). 

Henry's brother Brian started the event in the 

late seventies when he managed the Cricketers pub 

in Shirley. Langley Park entered its first bed in the 

race in 1 9 8 1 .  Doug Briggs started in the team . . .  

but he didn't finish! Although he did offer to be 

the member lying prone in the bed! 

The fol lowing year, Henry's brother Brian 

moved to another pub so, that year and the 

The 'Bed Push'. 
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following year, there was no bed race. Henry takes 
up the history of the bed race, 

In 1984 ,  I  decided to resurrect the race and we 

at Langley Park organised it for the next ten years. 

The revised course was from The Crown in 

Shir ley to The Swan in West Wickham. 

The 20 or so teams that entered ranged from 

scout groups to rugby teams, ambulance men to 

fire-fighters (all local) and so on. They paid our 

Club an entrance fee of £20 and they kept the 
rest of the sponsorship money their teams raised. 

This amounted to over £100,000 in the ten years 

that it was organised by Langley Park. 

The record time for the 1 .9  mile course was held 
by the Fire Brigade . . .  the course being covered in 
9.4 minutes . . .  not surprising, considering they 

The St Trinian's team in the 'Bed Push'. 
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were running for a first prize of a barrel of beer! 
Remembering that Langley Park Club members 

had the ir  misgiv ings about the event, Henry 
recalls, 

Our Club members and wives tried their very best 

to marshal the event, but it was very difficult and 

I feel that we were incredibly lucky not ro have 

had any serious accidents. 

However, when pressed to recollect an amusing 
anecdote from the 'Bed Push' years, Henry says, 

I once asked Terry Gauntlett to marshal at the 

traffic lights at Spring Park. My instructions to 

him said, 'If you see a bed coming along and the 

traffic lights are red, stop the traffic and al low 

the bed to cross the red light!' Terry looked at 
me, thought long, and told me that he wouldn't 

condone the breaking of a Traffic Law. I suppose 

he was right. . .  after al l he is a JP! As I rode away 
from him on my bicycle I could imagine the 

firemen racing through, Terry raising his hand to 
stop them and the firemen running him down. 

Luckily, there were no such problems but, as you 

can imagine, the traffic congestion during the bed 

push was horrendous, with 'nose to tail' traffic 

from Croydon to Bromley. One year, I was at the 

finish and someone said that a lady in a car wanted 

to speak to the organiser and I was pushed 

forward. She told me that it had taken her over 

an hour to drive from Croydon, a distance of a 

mere four miles. I felt that I was in for a real 

roll icking but, instead, she said that she had had 

a great time and put a £5 note in a collecting tin! 
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YEAR NINETEEN 

1993-4 Is the Map the Right Way Up . . .  ?  

The first major event in ARTHUR ASHDOWN's year 
was the hosting of the ninth Rotary World Cycling 
Championships at Crystal Palace on 1 1  September. 
The undulating and challenging course around 
Crystal Palace had been fully surveyed by Alan 
Freeman and Chris Fuller, and Chris had produced 
a map and course profile for all the participants. 
David Stoneham, Alan Freeman and members of 
the Club organised the weekend from the 'Race 
Headquarters' at the Bromley Court Hotel; Eric 
Smith and Brenda were in charge of victualling at 
the circuit and a great and busy time was had by all !  

Thirteen countries were represented, including 
Turkey, and 170 people attended the Evening of 
Fellowship at the NatWest Sports Club, including 
District Governor Dennis Shaw who presented the 
trophies and medals .  During the evening an 
unsuspecting and 'total ly gob-smacked' Alan 
Freeman was presented with a Paul  Harr is  
Fellowship by Ides Ramboer, President of the 
Fellowship 'Cycling to Serve'. 

A great weekend of fellowship, organised by 
the Club under the leadership of David Stoneham 
and Alan Freeman, and which is still referred to 
as the best Championships weekend ever among 
cycling Rotarians present. 

Arthur remembers that there was one slight 
compl i ca t ion  to the Rotary World Cycl ing 
Championships: ·  
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Henry and Maureen P h i l l i p s '  son Neil had 
arranged to be married on the Saturday of the· 
race and when we were discussing both events, 
Henry went very pale and realised they coincided. 
Henry in his inevitable manner said 'Oh, don't 
worry, I wi l l  get Shona and Neil to change the 
wedding date!' You know Henry, he did just that. 

In February, Arthur and Scil la hosted a President's 
Crush over two evenings  wh ich  provided an 
enjoyable evening of fellowship in an informal 
and relaxed atmosphere. 

Hester Wilce from Western Australia was 
sponsored by the club as an Ambassadorial Scholar 
and was counselled by Gerry Costa and hosted by 
John and Pat Wil l iams.  She was a doctor of 
medic ine but was here to study singing at the 
Cantica Voice School in Bromley for one year. 
John Wil l iams organised a memorable farewell 
concert for Hester at St Francis Church, West 
Wickham, where she was joined by friends from 
the voice school, the St Francis choir and members 
and wives of Langley Park and the notorious 
'Langley Park Strollers', al l  combined into one 
choir. When setting up this combined group of 
singers, the Church's choir mistress pointed to the 
areas  where  she wanted us to stand . . .  'The 
sopranos front left, here the altos, back there the 
basses and over here the tenors . . .  '. The Strollers 
were standing about at the back, waiting until she 
pointed to a space where the 'Concert Party' 
would stand . . .  there was no such space . . .  all of 
the Strollers melted into the various groups and 
sang quite well ( if they say so themselves!) and 

covered themselves in glory! 
Arthur and Scilla review the build-up to that 

concert in St Francis: 

The group from Langley Park appeared at the 
first rehearsal for the concert; they were fairly 
confident, as they had all sung at one time or 
another in the 'Music Halls' produced by the 
C lub .  Well, that confidence was soon to be 
shattered when the choir mistress handed out the 
songs and asked us to sing. I think she wondered 
why she had been sen t  t h i s  mot ley  crew. 
Nevertheless, all credit to her: after about three 
rehearsals, some gentle bul ly ing and lots of fun, 
we a l l  managed to sing in four-part harmony, 
unaccompanied, to an appreciat ive audience 
which fil led the church. 

Other events supported by the Club included, 
assisting Crisis, a charity for the homeless, by 
providing Christmas fare and transport and help 
in the kitchen on Christmas day, to enable those 
in Bromley who would otherwise be on their own, 
to have lunch at a centre. On the Community 
Service front, members transported blind and 
partially-sighted bowlers to their annual match in 
Margate and transported members from Penge 
and Bromley Blind Club to Hastings for the day. 

The year ended with the President's Evening, 
held at the Coulsdon Manor Hotel which, for 
many, was preceded by a fine afternoon's golf. 

Les and Patricia Patterson gave Arthur the 
'Freedom of Coulsdon' and' presented him with a 
large gold key and a scroll. However, one member 
was less lucky and was presented with the 'awful 
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pink check trousers' for 'best efforts' in the 
afternoon's golf match. 

Current and past members of the Rotary Club 
of Langley Park wi l l  remember,  with great 
fondness,  some of Arthur's more interest ing 
'exploits on the road'! 

There was the time in May 1989 when Arthur 
was one of a group of four or so drivers who were 
picking up some of our Doetinchem visitors at 
Gatwick Airport. The Transavia plane was on time, 
the 'pick-up' went l ike clockwork and a l l  the 
Dutch visitors p lus their drivers were delivered 
safely to the reception at the Rising Sun in Eimers 
End Road. All the visitors and drivers save one 
group, however: Arthur and his party arrived just 
as the reception was breaking up !  Arthur had left 
Gatwick A i rpor t  and  had  j o i n e d  the M23 
motorway. It had gone very quiet in the vehicle 
and after about five or six minutes one of the 
Doetinchem Rotarians said, 'Arthur! Should we 
be driving towards Brighton?! '  

There was also the time, recounted by Alan 
B lanchette  and Dav id  Stoneham, where the 
intrepid pair plus, of course, Alan Freeman, were 
involved in the British Heart Foundation's charity 
cycle ride from London to Brighton. (Brighton 
seems to surface in quite a few of Arthur's stories!) 
Arthur was the team 'minder' and was driving the 
back -up  v e h i c l e ,  s u p p l i e d  by Masters  o f  
Beckenham. David had mentioned to Arthur that 
the fuel gauge was a bit 'dodgy' and registered 
'half full' when it was 'near empty', David told 
Arthur, 'You shouldn't run out of juice, but just 
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keep your eye on the fuel gauge, as it will just dip 
when you are near to empty'. 

Needless to say, Arthur drove s lowly and 
diligently as 'back-up' to the cyclists travell ing 
along the minor roads and byways through Sussex 
towards Brighton and, as instructed, Arthur kept 
his eyes glued to the fuel gauge. 

Travelling s lowly and in low gears, Arthur 
eventually ran out of petrol on the long hill going 
up towards Ditch ling Beacon . . .  that's right - for 
over 50 mi les Arthur had been studying the 
temperature gauge! 

Another driving exper ience came in Mike 
Setchel l 's presidency; early in 1990 a party of 
intrepid Langley Park Rotarians had a 'half-way' 
meeting with some members from the Rotary Club 
of Doetinchem-Oude IJssel at the lovely Tiois 

Mousquetaires hotel near St Omer in France. The 
ferry crossings had been organised by John  
Sutherland, but he couldn't get the same French 
port for both departure and arrival. Chris drove 
the party of ten or more to the venue via Dover 
Calais and it was Arthur's job to drive the return 
leg via Boulogne-Dover .  . .  i t  was typ ica l  of 
Arthur's  unselfishness to forego all the love ly 
aperitifs, wines and liquors at the hostelry to drive 
an inebriated bunch back to England. 

The return journey set off with Stoneham, 
Evans and Fuller seated at the back of the minibus 
sampling the gift of 'Parlesruul', a bright red fiery 
l iqu id,  given by the Doetinchem contingent. 

Arthur drove with his usual 'aplomb', the party 
enjoyed a leisurely 'cruise' through the northern 
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French countryside. At some time in this 'tour' 
Arthur was reminded by John Sutherland to head 
for Boulogne not Calais! Arriving in the outskirts 
of Boulogne with minutes to go until sail ing time, 
Arthur revved up the minibus engine and drove 
on, what seemed like, two wheels, through the 
d a r k e n i n g  par t s  o f  the dock area .  Al l  the 
passengers seem to remember Arthur's choice of 
road side (more English than French!) and the 
passing of bollards and signs on the 'wrong side'. 
Mike Setchell seems to remember the minibus 
leaping the ramp on to the ferry . . .  not quite, but 
it was a close run thing . . .  Arthur's comment, once 
all were safely ensconced on board, was, 'Well, I 
got you here didn't I ? '  The journey from Dover 
to Keston Park was not without incident either . . .  
but that is another story! 

One last 'Arthur and the driving/navigating 
saga': Henry remembers that one particular year 

it was Arthur's turn to drive from Beckenham/ 
West Wickham to Doetinchem. Henry continues, 

Arthur picked up Maureen and me in Pickhurst 

Rise . . .  reaching the junction with Pickhurst Lane, 

A r t h u r  tu rned  i m m e d i a t e l y  r ight ,  then  

immediately left and we ended up at the head of 
the cul-de-sac off Pickhurst Green . . .  we had 

t rave l l ed  less than a  m i l e  of ou r  3 5 0 - m i l e  

journey . . .  and Arthur was already lost! 

Many other stories could have been recounted, 
for example, there was the 'barely overtaking of 
the farm tractor on the way to play golf near Le 
Touquet!', or the story of the 'missing golf shoe 
and the luggage carousel at Faro airport' and many, 
many more . . .  !  

They wouldn't tell such awful stories about 
Arthur, though, if they didn't love and respect him! 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

The Coming of Age 

YEAR TWENTY 
1994-5 The Wishing Well Year 
JOHN GARDNER inherited, from outgoing President 
Arthur  Ashdown,  a  Rotary  C l u b  h a v i n g  a  
reputation for being a first class club with excellent 
fellowship. 

John intended to maintain and develop that 
reputation with a three-strand approach: first to 
enhance the Rotary Club of Langley Park in the 
local community; second to develop the good 
relationship the club had with Doetinchem and 

' 
th i rd  to cont inue to tackle the quest ion of  
membership. 

John's year as President started with the Club 
support ing The Matchbox Theatre's open-a ir  
p r o d u c t i o n  of W i l l i a m  Shakespeare ' s  A 

Midsummer Night's Dream at John and Pat 
W i l l i a m s '  home Norrnanhu rst, which raised 
£2,000 for Langley Park's 'Wishing Well' fund. 

The club was involved, as the production was 
directed by Tim Pearce and thespians from the 
Club included Terry Gauntlett, Grahame Norris 
and Chris Fuller. Alan Blanchette provided the 
electrics, David Stoneham provided the marquees, 
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Doug was in charge of 'front of house' over the 
three nights and members, under the direction of 
Eric and Brenda Smith, did the catering. 

Doug Briggs responded to the challenge to 
produce a Club diary for future events and the 
'Year at a Glance' was born. Alan Freeman also 
started production of a newsletter which quickly 
became known as 'Rotary Ramblings'. 

In August John finally negotiated his retirement 
from NatWest and left at the end of September to 
start up his own Bus iness  and Management 
Consultancy. 

Also i n  September,  John and Pam held a 
'President's Crush' for the whole club at their 
home and, fortunately, the sun shone all day, so 
the 'crush' was less of a 'crush' than it might have 
been, had the weather been wet! 

The Club undertook a garden refurbishment 
project for some disabled residents in Bromley - 
th is  was an exce l lent  serv ice  project  which 
involved many members and their wives. John 
observed that, 

Seeing Roger Humphrey wielding a pickaxe is 

poetry in motion! 
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Chris Fuller and Grahame Norris in The Matchbox 
Theatre's production of A Midsummer ight's Dream. 

'Kids Out' was supported with a memorable trip 
to Chessington World of Adventure. John vividly 
remembers that day out, 

Some of us went on the Vampire Ride and on the 

Magic Carpet (before lunch) and l ived to tell the 

tale, but we must be getting old because we al l  

'jibbed' at Rarneses' Revenge! 

Dai Evans decided that al l  the Club's  golfers 
needed the challenge of playing golf in bitterly 
cold, wet weather, so he organised a Celebrity Golf 
Day which raised over £1,200 for a hoist for the 
new Children's Resource Centre at the Phoenix 
Centre in Masons Hill, Bromley. 

John recalls that the Club's Christmas Party was 
a bit different, with the Bromley Sunrise Club 
joining in the fun and festivities at the NatWest 
Sports Club. Chris Fuller organised a musical 
themed Christmas Quiz and the Sunrise Club 
reciprocated with a quiz on 'Old Money' (fsd for 
all those ex-bankers). As John said at the following 
week's meeting, 

It was a bit different and it went well with no 

punch-ups! 

It was St Christopher's Hospice Walk year and, 
with the full support of the members, their families 
and friends, a sum of £90,000 was raised for the 
Hospice. 

St Christopher's were supposed, for that year, 
to have organised and run the event, taking the 
pressure off the Club members and wives and 
e s p e c i a l l y  those ou t  in the f i e l d ,  l i k e  D a v i d ,  
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Grahame, Alan Band Chris. The local Lion's Club 
were due to organise and provide marshals but 
that just didn't happen! . . .  back to 'Plan I\ and 
the Sunrise Club helped out on the day! 

The Club awarded a Paul Harris Fellowship to 
Chris Davis of the Conquest Swimming Club, for 
whom many members of Langley Park have 
participated in the ambulance driving rota. This 
is the first time the Club has so honoured a non 
Rotarian. 

On the International front, we hosted a Group 
Study Exchange Team from Venice and two girls 
from Doetinchem. We had a 'halfway' meeting 
with our friends from Doetinchem-Oude IJssel in 
Antwerp, and the largest party ever from the 
Dutch C l u b  v i s i t ed  Lang ley  Park for the 
International Weekend in May. 

Grahame Norris and Tim Pearce organised a 
great weekend, and the farewell brunch was held 
at the NatWest Sports Centre. 

Fellowship events were very popular through 
the year and included a New Year's Day ramble, 
visits to the pantomime and an early morning visit 
to the New Covent Garden Market, the latter 
organised by Gerry Costa. 

The Club extended its liaison with Bromley 
College during the year, John and Keith acting as 
assessors for the students' business projects. 

John recalls that, as well as the many deep and 
meaningful discussions within the Club, there were 
the more frivolous: 'Do we have vegetables plated 
or placed on the tables to serve ourselves?', for 
example; the ongoing chestnut of 'Where do we 
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hang the banners?', 'Who has got the projector 
screen?', 'Where are the badges?' and 'Do we buy 
our own premises?' 

The year also sustained a few casualties of the 
breakable variety: Keith broke his ankle and John 
Dance broke his shoulder .  John [Gardner]  
remembers that they both bravely soldiered on, 

John Dance continued sell ing at his Rotary 'shop', 

so he was dubbed the club's 'One Armed Bandit' . 

It wasn't all casualties or breakages in John's year, 
as there was a wedding within the club - Jerry 
and Brenda Cope. 

The year concluded with the Pres ident ' s  
Evening at Salomon's Centre, Tunbridge Wells. 

YEAR TWENTY-ONE 

1995-6 He Got There at Last! . . .  and Well 
Deserved, We All Say! 

The induction of PETER SIMMONDS as President was 
probably the most popular in the Club's history, 
following the necessity for him to step off that 
ladder some five years previously, due to ill health. 

In September the Club celebrated the 20th 
Anniversary of its Charter at the Foxbury Centre, 
Chislehurst, where, again, Club members were 
pleased to renew acquaintances with many past 
members. 

September also saw the President's 'At Home', 
hosted by Peter and Anne .over three afternoons. 
Les Patterson was at the last of the three events. 

On a balmy summer's day the members and 
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wives of Langley Park en joyed a trip to the 
Whitbread Hop Farm, an open-day organised by 
the Rotary Club of Tonbridge and Malling (the 
President of which is a good friend of Arthur and 
Sc i l l a ) .  The day was gorgeous and the food 
provided was excel lent.  Sadly, Sc i l la 's  mother 
tested the resources of the local NHS where the 
Accident Department coped . . .  in the end. 

The Bromley garden project was handed over, 
and Peter reminded the club of this: 

I  gather that the local  v i c a r  has a d m i r e d  the 

garden, saying it is a joy to behold and what can 

be done with a little help from the Lord. To which 

a local resident replied, 'You should have see the 

state of it when He had it to H i m s e l f ! '  

The 1 1 2 0  Distr ict Conference was he ld  in  
Brighton in Peter's year, 

Ten ladies were encouraged to listen to a variety 
of speakers, rather than p u l l  their husbands and 

credit cards around the stores, bookshops and 

j e w e l l e r s  in the Lanes. The stairs of the Adelaide 

H o t e l  tested m o s t  o f  u s  a n d  B r e n d a  C o p e  

preferred breakfast in her room. 

In November many of the Club and their wives 
had the opportunity to take a conducted tour 
around the 'Old Lady of Threadneedle Street' 
thanks to Roger Humphrey. 

Sadly, in that same month the members and 
wives of the Rotary Club of Langley Park were 
devastated by the death of founder member and 
past-President Les Patterson, after a long, hard 

and brave battle against cancer. 
On New Year's Day, many members and their 

families partook in the Cobweb Walk over part 
of the Fun Walk circuit, finishing with hot snacks 
and mulled wine at The Greyhound. 

In February, a fund-raising Jazz Concert was 
held at the Eden Park Hotel, starring the club's 
newest member Brian Read and his Phoenix Jazz 
Band. 

In May 15 members and wives made the 
biennial trip to Doetinchem where the friendship 
between the two clubs was reinforced. All enjoyed 
an excellent weekend, during which Langley Park 
helped Doetinchem to celebrate their 20th Charter 
Anniversary. 

On the ups ide  of membersh ip ,  the club 
welcomed John Wilson, Howard Marsh and Brian 
Read as new Rotarians. 

As usual, the Rotary year came to an end with 
the President's Evening, which was held at the 
Selsdon Park Hotel, last used for a President's 
Evening by John Sutherland in 1980 .  

YEAR TWENTY-TWO 

1996-7 First-Prime that Hand-Pump . . .  !  

President JoHN BARRET'S desire for his year was to 
achieve a balance between having lots of fun and 
fellowship on the one hand, and fulfilling Rotary 
aims of 'Service above Self' on the other. 

John remembers the build-up for him taking 
the 'Ribbon of Office', 
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It really was an honour and privilege to have been 

president of Langley Park RC, although I  well 

recall my anxiety and concern as I attended the 

D i s t r i c t  ' P r e s i d e n t s  P r e p a r a t i o n '  l e c t u r e s .  I  

wondered what on earth possessed me to agree 

to stand as President, but I need have had no fears. 

I was assured by friends in  the Club that I would 

be given full support by the membership, and this 

proved to be the case. I had a superb, supportive 
Secretary in  Keith Fordham and some 'able  

b o d i e d '  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r m e n  ( w e l l ,  frankly 

speaking, their  bodies weren't too good . . .  but 

their ability was!).  

It was a crowded year with quite a 'sprint' finish, 
yet the Club can look back with a great deal of 
satisfaction in the knowledge that much was done 
to help the underprivileged and the needy. 

John remembers the first few months into the 
presidency, 

I was told the first six months would drag a little, 

but it speeds up in the last six months. Actually, l 

found only the first three months were a learning 
curve and thereafter t ime flew past . . .  a  sure sign 

I enjoyed myself, largely due to the fellowship 

and support of the membership.  You soon learn 

how to h a n d l e  people,  although the 'Terrible 

Twins' (Messrs. Norris and Fuller) were to prove 

a handful with their wicked sense of humour!  

It was fortunate that in September 1996,  Eve 

decided to remove her husband to northern climes 
to l ive in Northumberland . . .  many thanks, Eve! 

It took Grahame some time to recover from this 

shock, and by that t ime I  had learnt how to cope. 

Actually, if the truth w i l l  out, I greatly missed the 
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'Little Man', despite the grudge he holds against 

Dai Evans and myself for wrongly sit ing signs on 

a p r e v i o u s  St C h r i s t o p h e r s  Walk, i n v o l v i n g  

pedestrians criss-crossing a main road in Leaves 

Green. He lost his sense of h u m o u r  that day! It 

seems we are never to l ive that down, and during 

my presidential year it was reported that Chris 
had said, 'Thank God the President hasn't got to 

lay out the route'. 

The first event in the Langley Park calendar was 
the successful staging of the second Matchbox 
venture into 'open-air' Shakespeare when, over 
the nights of 12-14 July a magical performance 
of Twelfth Night was staged at Normanhurst in 
conjunction with a weekend of Kentish Opera. 
The major recipient of the proceeds of the Rotary 
C lub ' s  t icket sa les  was the Royal  Marsden 
Hospital's scheme for the purchase of Ambulatory 
Chemotherapy Pumps,  to enab le  patients to 
administer their own chemotherapy treatment at 
home. 

From Langley Park's vantage point, the play 
was directed by Tim Pearce, Mike Downing was 
the artistic director, Pat Wil l iams was in charge of 
costumes and was stage manager, and Grahame 
Norris and Keith Fordham were in charge of the 
set construction. 

On stage, the 'stars' of Twelfth Night included 
Vicky Pearce (also The Matchbox membership 
secretary, programme and ticket producer, box 
office etc, etc), John Williams, Joan Evans, Mike 
Downing and Grahame Norris, the latter having 
a small part . . .  but all of it his own! 
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Three notable events stand out as contributing 
to the success of the year: 

The Fashion Show held at The Warren was ably 
organised by Gerry Costa and John Gardner in 
collaboration with Roxby's, the local Ladies Hair 
Stylists, and Allders of Bromley. It resulted in 
£ 2 , 5 0 0  b e i n g  r a i s ed  for ' C h i l d r e n  w i th  
Leukaemia ' .  Among the many attending was 
District Governor Icky Iqbal. 

The Celebrity Golf Day organised by Dai Evans 
ra ised £750 for the Covent Garden Cancer 
Research Fund. 

The fifth staging of the St Chr i s topher ' s  
Hospice Fun Walk led to a staggering record 
£ 1 1 9 , 0 0 0  being raised. Technically, the Walk 
organisat ion is now the respons ib i l i t y  of St 
Chr i s topher ' s ,  but the C lub  rema ins  heavi ly  
i n v o l v e d ,  as does Dav id  S toneham and h i s  
organisation, Audrey Fordham and Pam Gardner, 
together with all the other wives who play a major 
role in the administration at the Start/Finish. 

Langley Park were well supported by District, 
with the attendance of DG Elect, Jeremy Voisey, 
and future DG, Alan Hooton, and their ladies, 
together with the Lady Mayor and our local MP, 
Piers Merchant, who was later to receive a little 
more 'exposure' in the Press than he anticipated! 

Thanks to John Dance, the Club had a number 
of very good speakers, which included a heart 
r e n d i n g  account  by Michae l  Taviner about  
Chi ldren in Romania. John remembers some of 
the highlights, 

With the 50th anniversary VE Day celebrations 
in mind, I  particularly recall a distinct military 
flavour, with Alan Bryett talking about 'The Great 
Escape from Stalagluft 3' ,  Mrs Evelyn Jaulmes (a 
l o v e l y  H u g u e n o t  l a d y )  who  to ld  us so 
dramatically about 'Liv ing in Paris during the 
German Occupation'. Brigadier Tom Langland 
spoke most eloquently about his part in organising 
the 50th VE Day celebrations. 

During the year the Club also attained another 
'first', with the launch of an International Water 
Project in Ghana, working in conjunction with 
the Rotary Clubs of Kumasi and Doetinchem 
Oude IJssel. 

J o h n  r e m e m b e r s  tha t  the p ro j ec t  was a 
somewhat uphill struggle, 

My own particular pet project, the sinking of two 
wel l s  i n  Kumasi,  Ghana,  was a 'first' in our 
International experience and, although it took 
t ime (about 1 8  months lace, ma in ly  due co 
administrative incompetence within RIB! and RI), 
and a huge amount of effort by my International 
Chairman,  John Gardner, the end result was 
unquestionably a great success. Three Clubs were 
involved, with matching grants from RI, namely 
LPRC, Doetinchem and Kumas i .  LPRC and 
Doetinchem purchased the pumps and Kumasi 
sited and sank the wells. 

The pumps have been sited at two secondary 
schools near Kumasi, with access for the local 
communities. They are now providing fresh, clean 
water for hundreds of people and we can be 
just i f iab ly  proud in  the knowledge they wi l l  
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undoubtedly contribute to the e l im inat ion  of 

some terrible water-born diseases, to say nothing 

of shortening long treks for miles to the local river. 

Pr ior to the actual  commiss ion ing of the 

pumps ,  a l l  the e q u i p m e n t  was stored in  a  

warehouse  owned by one of my Ghana ian  

shippers, who was also a Past President of Kurnasi 

club. In a Freudian s l ip,  h is secretary wrote to 

Water [rom the well in Kumasi, 
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me stating ' . . .  the pumps are in my possession in 

a whorehouse at the m i l l ' .  I  didn't realise Rotary 

provided for so many extra facilities! 

My special thanks go to John Gardner for his 

devotion to duty and considerable expertise in 

dealing with the various clubs, with District, RIBI 

and RI, in order to complete a thoroughly 

worthwhile project, which we hope to extend in 

future years. 

John also recounts the stories of fellowship from 
both the District and RIBI Conferences, 

There were the usual visits to District, culminating 

in District Conference at Eastbourne, which was 

well attended by LPRC. It was one of the few 

occas ions  o u r  wor thy  Secre tary  was 

u n a c c o m p a n i e d  by Audrey,  who was 

unfortunately unwel l .  Although I had tried to 
encourage all aspects of Fellowship within the 

Club, I had not bargained on witnessing dear 

Scil la knocking on Keith's door. She was heard 

to protest her innocence by claiming it was all a 

mistake because she had the wrong room number 

- I thought it was only Arthur who couldn't find 

his way around! 

And in Blackpool, 

Keith and I went to Blackpool for the RIBI 

Conference, which I thoroughly enjoyed along 

with his company. Our hotel was next to a Night 

C l u b  where  they were c l ea r l y  adver t i s i ng  

'Everything for £5'. Unfortunately, we couldn't 

raise a fiver between us, arid in any case we were 

afraid of what the Treasurer might say! Well, that 

was our excuse and we are sticking to that story. 
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The International Weekend in May proved to be 
a very successful one. Eighteen Dutch friends duly 
arrived and it was pleasing to note the presence 
of some 'first-timers'. John recalls one of the 
highlights, 

We had lovely weather which enabled us to have 
a 'dual-gender' cricket match against the Dutch. 

It was most gratifying and surprising to see the 
talent displayed by all the ladies. Despite some 

terrible umpir ing by Henry Phi l l ips  involving red 

cards, honours were even at the close of play, the 

game f in ishing in a diplomatic draw. 

John Sutherland kindly organised Vocational visits 
to Gatwick Airport ,  a  Garden Nur se ry  in 
Tonbridge and finally tried to convert all with a 
visit to a Hindu Temple - in actual fact a very 
interesting visit. Thanks to Sam and our thespians, 
members and wives of Langley Park enjoyed 
various forms of theatrical entertainment, which 

included Aida, Me and My Girl, Trial by Jury and 
Madam Butterfly. In complete contrast, the Club's 
very own Brian Read and his merry men provided 

a Jazz Night to remember. 
Other  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  C o m m u n i t y  and 

Vocational projects included the continuation of 
the ' shoe  box'  appea l ,  organ donor  cards ,  
Bungalow Project in South Africa, Life Education, 
support for Bromley College, and also Prostate 

Cancer appeal. The latter resulted from a first 
class and humorous talk by a Prostate Cancer 
Specialist who instructed us all in the merits of a 
'strong flow'. John remembers that, 

After the meeting it was rather amusing to see a 

number of our members lined up in the Gents', 

with self-satisfied grins on their faces, having 
achieved the correct flow trajectory! 

The pleasure of inducting two new members, Ian 
James and Ken Figg, during the year had to be 
balanced against the sad loss of Anita Gauntlett. 

News a l so  came from o u r  contact  c lub  
Doetinchem-Oude IJssel of the death in December 
1996 of one of their stalwarts, past-President and 
founder member, Jaap van der Boom. 

The year ended with the President's Dinner held 
at Croharn Hurst Golf Club, when President John 
had the opportunity to thank all the members and 
their wives for their help, support and fellowship 
throughout the year. 

John recalls and sums up his Presidency, 

In my opinion, the most difficult task as President 

was to achieve the balance between having fun 

and fu lf i l l ing our Rotary aims of 'Service above 

Self ' .  I  th ink we achieved this, although I recall 

at my Presidential Dinner having to apologise for 

a 'sprint f in ish '  to my year, which left everybody 

a l itt le out of breath. 
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The collection and distribution of shoe boxes (containing gifts for children) was part of a11 011-goi11g project serving Eastern 
Europe. 
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CHAPTER NINE 

Cle', Begorrah! and Back to Number One 

YEAR TWENTY-THREE 
1997-8 iHola, El Presidente Gerald . . .  !  

John passed on the 'jewel' of office to the first 
non-British-born President of Langley Park when 
he handed over to GERRY COSTA. Gerry was born 
in Catalonia (not Spainl) and came to England in 
the fifties to learn 'better English', then met Viki 
and so never left these shores! 

Apart from founder President John Will iams 
PHF, Gerry is the only member of the club to 
have been a president on two occasions. 

His first was exactly ten years earlier when he 
was President of the Stepney club in 1987-8. At 
that time his business was in nearby Spitalfields, 
London El .  Following the transfer of the Covent 
Garden Fruit and Vegetable market to Nine Elms, 
Gerry 'followed suit' and transferred into Langley 
Park in 1990,  where he was known to many 
members through Camberwell Round Table. 

Gerry's year fell between the St Christopher's 
Walk years, which allowed the club to concentrate 
on many sma l l e r ,  but  wor thwh i l e ,  char i ty  
undertakings, but even before Gerry's official 
'year' began he and Viki were attending Rotary 
functions. 

In June 1977, along with others from the Club, 
Gerry and Viki attended the Rotary International 
Convention which was held in Glasgow, the first 
time the RI had been hosted in the UK for some 
considerable time. 

It was here in Glasgow, at a breakfast for 
incoming club Presidents (or Presidents-elect as 
RI and RIBI wish the title to be known), that Gerry 
looked round the table of 12 delegates (all from 
far-off lands) and noted that he was the only non 
Paul Harris Fellow at the event! You can read what 
Gerry said about the breakfast in Chapter 12. 

On the way back from Glasgow, Gerry and Viki 
ca l l ed  in  to see ex-Langley Park S t ro l l e r s :  
Rotarians Chris and Eve Fuller who had just 
bought their house in Northumberland after nine 
months of searching. 

In September 1997 the first big event of the 
calendar was when Gerry and Viki had their 
'President's Crush'. The 'Crush' was held in a 
marquee in the garden of their home in Chelsfield. 
Such was the 'topography' of the garden that the 
long marquee was squeezed along one side and, 
because Rock Hill is so narrow, the majority of 
the visitors' cars were parked in the enormous 
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Viki and Gerry dwarfed by Dave 'Darth Vader' Prowse. 

driveway of the Costa's neighbour, the ex-boxer 
J immy Tibbs. 

The Christmas party, which broke with the 
normal tradition of the Rotary Club of Langley 
Park, took the form of a dinner-dance. The 'Force' 
was certainly with Gerry and Viki that night as 
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the guest speaker was Dave Prowse, better known 
these days as 'Darth Vader' himself. 

In May 1998 came the. visit to Langley Park's 
contact club Doetinchern-Oude IJssel. . .  the effects 
of the v i s i t  are, probably, sti l l  reverberating 
through the Netherlands . . .  !  
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The members  and wives of Langley Park 
decided to tell their Dutch hosts how Flamenco 
had started and evo lved  i n  Spa in  -  to the 
uninit iated this may seem quite straightforward 
- until it was realised that the 'history' took the 
form of an old Benny Hill sketch! Not only that, 
but the group decided to do the sketch in 'drag' 
(so much for the 'Langley Park Strollers' - these 
v i s i tors  shou ld  henceforth be known as the 
'Langley Park Cross-Dressers'!). 

It must  have been quite a de l i c ious  s ight :  
'Carmen '  Norr is ,  'R i ta '  Ashdown,  'Juani ta '  
Gardner and 'Geraldina' Costa and their 'male' 
partners dancing the Flamenco would probably 

'Don Pedro', the Gardner! 

remain in the Dutch people's mind for evermore! 
'Don Pedro' the Gardener (Pam) also looked quite 
a sight as one of the 'male' partners! 

Even worse, as part of the cabaret, was the sight 
of the British 'Hooligan Tourists' arriving in Spain, 
lead by past-Presidents John Williams PHF and Alan 
Freeman PHF and first Vice-President Sam Mcllrath! 

The main fund-raising effort by the club which 
was led by Gerry was for the Royal Marsden 
Cancer Research Fund - Gerry and Viki's US 
Marine son-in-law had died tragically young of 
cancer in America some years before. The fund 
raising was greatly helped by a donation from The 

Daily Mail, this donation being a contribution for 

john and Sam lead in the 'British Hooligans'! 
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a fu l l -page art ic le  that had appeared in  the 
newspaper concerning Gerry and Viki's daughter 
Janine.  The Daily Mail article had been about 'GI 
Janine', as their daughter had joined the US Army, 
had surv ived  the US Mar ines '  r igorous  and 
arduous 'Boot Camp' and was then a fully fledged 
US 'Gyrene' !  

Gerry's year finished with a dinner-dance at 
La Hacienda in Halstead and, in keeping with the 
Catalonian/Spanish feel for Langley Park's 23rd 
President, the menu included a 'Salpicon' starter, 
'Chicken Cataluna' and 'Arroz a la Primavera' - 
you may well have to ask Gerry for a translation 
of the latter! 

YEAR TWENTY-FOUR 

1998-9 Irish Eyes are Smiling . . .  Once 
again! 
SAM MclLRATH became the 24th President of 
Langley Park in July 1998 and again, it was to be 
a year of great achievement, organisation and fun 
within the Rotary Club. 

The year  opened  with  the now b i e n n i a l  
Normanhust Festival. Performances of The Taming 
of the Shrew by The Matchbox Theatre (directed 
by Pat Wi l l i ams )  and Gi lbert  and Sul l ivan's  
Iolanthe by Kentish Opera raised over £8,000 for 
Bromley Mencap's Blue Sky Appeal. Once again, 
the Club was well represented, with Tim and Vicky 
Pearce and Mike Downing taking major roles; 
Grahame Norris,Joan Evans, Alan Freeman, Terry 
Gauntlett and John Wil l iams also appeared, and 
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Eric and Brenda Smith once again supervised the 
catering. 

September was the month for the President's 
Luncheon, when Sam was able to entertain the 
members and their wives and partners to a sit 
down meal with l ive music in the background. 
The luncheon was held in a marquee in Dai and 
Joan's garden, for the use of which Sam is very 
grateful! Lunch guests included the 1120  District 
Governor Alan Hooten, and his wife Carole. 

The Club's Christmas Party was organised, at 
Sam's request, by Henry Phi l l ips .  Sam recalls that 
December event at the NatWest Sports Club, 

I  asked Henry to make it a 'happy - fun evening' 

a n d  t h a t  is  w h a t  we g o t ,  w i t h  m u s i c a l  
entertainment. . .  the fun evening culminated in a 

visit from Father Christmas . . .  which nobody is 

certain to forget! 

Henry had talked the ground staff of the sports 
c lub into  l end ing  h i m  a  v e h i c l e  for Father 
Christmas' grand entrance! 

Resplendent in red costume and long white 
beard, Father Christmas arrived at the controls of 
a motorised lawnmower! Once the ear-splitting 
noise had died down and the smoke had cleared, 
everyone was very pleased to see Father Christmas! 

In April a large contingent from Langley Park 
flew over to Dublin to the RIBI Conference, the 
first time it had been held in Ireland. To the group 
who attended it proved to be a very enjoyable 
few days and quite a few remember their time 
there. For Sam it was a chance to renew former 
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happy memories of Dublin. 
May 1999 was the time for the St Christopher's 

Char i ty  Fun Walk, with a good turn out  of 
members, wives, partners and friends. The helpers 
for this particular event were strengthened by a 
party from Langley Park's contact club Doetinchem 

Oude IJssel, inc luding a group of children who 
walked in the event dressed as Dutch Cakes! 

June, and Sam's year as President of Langley 
Park was coming to a close. He recalls the last event, 

The end of my 'year' was nearing so I arranged 

my President's Dinner at Sundridge Park Golf 

Clubhouse. 

The organisation included a lot of help from Joan 
Evans. Sam recounts that evening, 

Sam Mcilrath at the start of the Walk. 

8 1  
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Following a reception we had a superb meal and 

the speeches were to be kept deliberately short! 
Mine would have been, if the interruptions hadn't 

come fast and furious! The evening was a lot of 

laughs! 

Sam presented the President's 'gong' to John 
Williams and, following John's (brief) speech, the 
party then retired to the Lounge. Sam goes on, 

There then followed dancing and a 'cabaret' (no 

it wasn't the real Pavarroti!). lt was for me a most 

enjoyable and a happy evening, giving me an end 

to my year with lots of memories. 

YEAR TWENTY-FIVE 

1999-2000 I'll Try the Presidency Again 
for Size . . .  !  

The Millennium was fast approaching and the 
25th President was to be founder President of the 
Rotary Club of Langley Park, JOHN WILLIAMS. 

It is worth echoing here John's opening remarks 
at the Club Assembly in June 1999, 

I  contrast the s u m me r  of 1 9 7 5 ,  when o u r  

objectives as a new [Rotary] Club were wholly 

focused on membership and on bonding the 

founder members into a team and in learning 

together about Rotary, with Charles Stock giving 
us wise advice. We had no club projects of our 

own at that time and we concentrated on helping 
our mother clubs with some of their projects, for 

example, Beckenham with their 'Father Christmas 

Sleigh'. We had no contact club in existence. 

Now, in the Summer of ] 999,  there is the 
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contrast where we have 40-plus enthusiastic and 
hard-working members; we are a club with one 

of the highest profi les in the District - and 

possibly in RIBI - for fund-raising projects; we 

have 24 years of wonderful fellowship with our 

contact Club Doetinchem-Oude IJssel. 

John asked the assembled members on that night 
to excuse him his new enthusiasm. He continues, 

In 1975 my involvement was as Number One in 

the provisional formation of the Club, then 

becoming the Founder President when I had no 

training to perform that important function. I had 

no opportun i ty  to grow into the office of 
President.  Compared with now, I have the 

experience of seeing our Club develop over the 

24 years. I have had the last two years going 

through the offices of second Vice- and first Vice 

President. I have also had the unique privilege of 

assisting in the formation of our own daughter 
club, Bromley Sunrise. 

John's plans for his presidential year fell into four 
areas: Youth Activities, Environment, New Club 
Activities and Foundation, together with the 
'normal' successful  annual events staged by 
Langley Park. 

The fun and fellowship, noted at Langley Park, 
started in early August when John and Pat hosted 
the President's 'at home', and the Club's Social 
Committee organised the fringe activities for that 
afternoon ie, the barbecue, the swimming and 
other 'frolics' .  Another hosted event later in 
August was a summer evening's concert in aid of 
Rotary Foundation. John continues the story, 
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Bromley's Under-l G Hockey Teams in Doetinchem. 

I had been contacted by a frie nd who wished to 

raise funds for Rotary [Foundation] as a memorial 

to her late father, who was a keen Rotarian. She 

was a former p r i n c i p a l  soprano with the D'Oyly 

Carte Opera Company and would be presenting 

a programme of l i g h t  operatic and well-known 

arias, interspersed with readings. We hoped to 

raise £] ,000 from the concert to go to Rotary 

Foundation. 

It was in early September that Youth Activities got 
under way, with the Rotary Club of Langley Park's 
sponsorship of a hockey tour of Doetinchem. The 
junior squads, the under-16 boys' and girls' teams 
from Bromley Hockey Club, 'toured' Doetinchern 

over the weekend of 3-5 September, the Club 
contributing towards the overall cost of transport 
for the trip. The reciprocal visit took place in June 
2000 with the Dutch hockey team's players and 
officials being hosted by members of Bromley 
Hockey Club. 

Other Youth Activity projects, which included 
a series of Youth Chamber concerts and a fund 
raising Jazz Concert for Langley Park Boys' 
School, were co-ordinated by Grahame Norris 
within the umbrella of The Normanhurst Festival 

in J u l y  2000,  which als� raised £8 ,000  for 
Bromley Access Centre for Deaf and Hearing 
Impaired people. 
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District Conference at Eastbourne, October 1999. 
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In Early October 1999,  John and Pat were 
joined by members, wives and friends of Langley 
Park at  t h e  1 1 2 0  D i s t r i c t  C o n f e r e n c e  at  
Eastbourne. 

John compares the picture taken in 1999 with 
the photograph of that first visit to a District 
Conference (see page 14) :  

The picture taken this October at Eastbourne stil l 

shows Robin and Brenda Hazelton, but apart 

from those two, Pat and myself, the photograph 
illustrates the evolving membership of the Rotary 

Club of Langley Park over the last 25 years, but 

i t  shows some in te res t i ng  features .  Dav id  

Connolly was a founder member of the Club, but 

chis was the first District conference he had ever 

attended. Behind Keith Fordham is Jerry Cope, 

w h o  began h i s  Rotary  m e m b e r s h i p  w i th  

Beckenharn Rotary Club. Behind Vicky Pearce is 

Patricia Patterson, a fine example of a 'Rotary 

wife' of a deceased Rotarian who has managed 

to keep up a very regular involvement with the 

Club since Les Patterson died in December 1995. 

In mid-October John led a band of 21 members, 
wives and friends of the Club on a 650-mile round 
trip to Northumber land,  for the 'President 's  

Weekend' of past Langley Park member, Chris 
Fuller. The weekend known as the 'Langley Park 
Strol lers  and Welders Weekend' will be long 
remembered by Chris and Eve, the members and 
wives of the Rotary Club of Tynedale. A likely 'spin 

off '  to that weekend is a poss ib le  b i e n n i a l  
'friendship' weekend between the two Rotary Clubs. 

Christmas saw the regular 'fun and games' and 
friendship of the Club's Christmas Party, and April 
was the time for a Langley Park contingent to 
attend the RIBI conference in Cardiff. Other 

official Rotary functions would see Arthur and 
Scilla Ashdown travel to Buenos Aires for the RI 
Conference. 

The Langley Park Club alsoe supported the 
usual schemes in a 'non-walk' year. 'Kids Out' 

and the Conquest Swimming club continued to 
receive the help of c lub members and May 2000 
saw the largest ever contingent of members, wives 
and c h i l d r e n  (and hockey p layers)  from the 
contact club, Doetinchem-Oude IJssel arrive for 
the biennial visit. Arrangements for hosting and 
entertaining for the Weekend were placed in the 
capable hands of the International Committee, 
with Tim Pearce acting as the main co-ordinator 

of the Weekend. The programme included a river 
trip on the Thames and a memorable 'flight' on 
the London Eye. 

The Weekend was tinged with sadness owing 
to the death of Peter Simmonds, who lost his third 
and final battle against myeloma on 24 May. 

In the sphere of c lub activit ies,  John had 
designated 'Bromley Y' as his main charity 'thrust' 
for the year, and Dai Evans agreed that proceeds 

from his annual June Charity Golf Day could go 
towards the fund-raising effort for the purchase 
of its headquarters. 

The end of a very busy and rewarding year was 
crowned by a combined President's Night and 
25th Anniversary  D i n n e r  in  the sumptuous  
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surroundings of Addington Palace. Many ex 
mernbers  at tended ,  a long with the District 
Governor, Ernie Payne and guests of honour, Aad 
and Nathalie Kroon from Doetinchem. 

This history could not omit John's biggest 
achievement, that of the formation of Langley 
Park's 'daughter' Rotary Club. Using John's own 
words: 

The Formation of the Bromley Sunrise 
Rotary Club - A personal view 
When I heard that Charles Stock had died I felt 
motivated to do something for Rotary which 
would be a fitting memorial to Charles. Without 
Charles I would not have become involved in 
Rotary and, although Langley Park Rotary Club 
would probably have been formed without my 
involvement, I did have Charles to thank for 
becoming 'Number One' and being guided by him 
as the membership grew and we found our club 
identity. 

At about the time that Charles died (in 1991 )  
the members of Langley Park had, once again, 
voted against the idea of admitting women into 
the membership of the Club. I decided that the 
way forward was to suggest we form a 'Breakfast 
Club' in the area comprising the London Borough 
of Bromley, and that this new Rotary Club be dual 
gender from the outset. 

On 12 September 1 9 9 1  I  telephoned Dick 
Rushton, who was then District Extension Officer. 
I discussed with him my idea of forming a new 
Rotary Club and he advised me that an informal 
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meeting would need to be arranged with the 
District Governor, the District Extension Officer 
and the Presidents and Secretaries of the local clubs 
in the Bromley Area. He explained that it would 
be necessary to get the consents of all the existing 
clubs in Bromley for the formation of a new club. 

Dick Rushton told me that there were only four 
or five 'Breakfast' clubs functioning in the whole 
of RIBI. Dick sounded very enthusiastic about the 
idea. I immediately telephoned Derek Chapman, 
who was then President of Langley Park and I 
outlined my ideas. Derek confirmed he was very 
happy for me to proceed further with the 
initiative, and we agreed that we could invite Dick 
Rushton a long to the Langley Park Council  
meeting on Monday 4 November 1991 .  

On 16 September 1991  I  received a letter from 
Dick Rushton, enclosing copies of the RIBI 
Extension Manual, which gave full information 
on how to bring a new club into the Rotary world 
of 'Service and Fellowship'. He suggested that we 
invite the Secretaries and Presidents of all the 
neighbouring Rotary Clubs to the Langley Park 
meeting on 4 November.  The Presidents of 
Beckenharn, Bromley, Ch i s lehurs t ,  Crofton, 
Orpington and West Wickham al l attended this 
meet ing,  when Dick Rushton outl ined the 
procedure to be followed. 

Langley Park members held a Special General 
Meeting on 9 December and approved the 
proposition that a 'Breakfast Club' be formed in 
the Bromley area. 
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In Early October 1 9 9 9 ,  John and Pat were 
joined by members, wives and friends of Langley 
Pa r k  at t h e  1 1 2 0  D i s t r i c t  C o n f e r e n c e  at 

Eastbourne. 
John compares the picture taken in 1999 with 

the photograph of that first vis it  to a District 
Conference (see page 14) :  

The picture taken this October at Eastbourne still 

shows Robin and Brenda Hazelton, but apart 

from those two, Pat and myself, the photograph 

il lustrates the evolving membership of the Rotary 

Club of Langley Park over the last 25 years, but 

i t  shows some in teres t ing  features .  Dav id  

Connol ly was a founder member of the Club, but 

this was the first District conference he had ever 

attended. Behind Keith Fordham is Jerry Cope, 
who  began h i s  Rotary m e m b e r s h i p  w i t h  

Beckenham Rotary Club. Behind Vicky Pearce is 

Patricia Patterson, a fine example of a 'Rotary 

wife' of a deceased Rotarian who has managed 

to keep up a very regular involvement with the 

Club since Les Patterson died in December 1995 .  

In mid-October John led a band of 21  members, 
wives and friends of the Club on a 650-mile round 
trip to Northumberland,  for the 'President's 
Weekend' of past Langley Park member, Chris 
Fuller. The weekend known as the 'Langley Park 
Strol lers  an d  Welders Weekend' wil l  be long 
remembered by Chris and Eve, the members and 
wives of the Rotary Club of Tynedale. A likely 'spin 
o f f '  to t h at  w e e k e n d  is a p o s s i b l e  b i e n n i a l  
'friendship' weekend between the two Rotary Clubs. 

Christmas saw the regular 'fun and games' and 
friendship of the Club's Christmas Party, and April 
was the time for a Langley Park contingent to 
attend the RIBI conference in Cardiff. Other 
official Rotary functions would see Arthur and 
Sci l la Ashdown travel to Buenos Aires for the RI 
Conference. 

The Langley Park Club alsoe supported the 
usual schemes in a 'non-walk' year. 'Kids Out' 

and the Conquest Swimming club continued to 
receive the help of club members and May 2000 

saw the largest ever contingent of members, wives 
and c h i l d r e n  (and hockey p layers)  from the 

contact club, Doetinchem-Oude IJssel arrive for 
the biennial visit. Arrangements for hosting and 
entertaining for the Weekend were placed in the 
capable hands of the International Committee, 
with Tim Pearce acting as the main co-ordinator 
of the Weekend. The programme included a river 
trip on the Thames and a memorable 'flight' on 
the London Eye. 

The Weekend was tinged with sadness owing 
to the death of Peter Simmonds, who lost his third 
and final battle against myeloma on 24 May. 

In the sphere of club act iv it ies ,  John had 
designated 'Bromley Y' as his main charity 'thrust' 

for the year, and Dai Evans agreed that proceeds 
from his annual June Charity Golf Day could go 
towards the fund-raising effort for the purchase 
of its headquarters. 

The end of a very busy and rewarding year was 
crowned by a combined President's Night and 
25th A n n i v e r s a r y  D i n n e r  in the s u m p t u o u s  
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surroundings of Addington Palace. Many ex 
members  attended,  along with the District 
Governor, Ernie Payne and guests of honour, Aad 
and Nathalie Kroon from Doetinchem. 

This history could not omit John's biggest 
achievement, that of the formation of Langley 
Park's 'daughter' Rotary Club. Using John's own 
words: 

The Formation of the Bromley Sunrise 
Rotary Club - A personal view 

When I heard that Charles Stock had died I felt 
motivated to do something for Rotary which 
would be a fitting memorial to Charles. Without 
Charles I would not have become involved in 
Rotary and, although Langley Park Rotary Club 
would probably have been formed without my 
involvement, I did have Charles to thank for 
becoming 'Number One' and being guided by him 
as the membership grew and we found our club 
identity. 

At about the time that Charles died (in 1991 )  
the members of Langley Park had, once again, 
voted against the idea of admitting women into 
the membership of the Club. I decided that the 
way forward was to suggest we form a 'Breakfast 
Club' in the area comprising the London Borough 
of Bromley, and that this new Rotary Club be dual 
gender from the outset. 

On 12 September 1991  I  telephoned Dick 
Rushton, who was then District Extension Officer. 
I discussed with him my idea of forming a new 
Rotary Club and he advised me that an informal 
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meeting would need to be arranged with the 
District Governor, the District Extension Officer 
and the Presidents and Secretaries of the local clubs 
in the Bromley Area. He explained that it would 
be necessary to get the consents of all the existing 
clubs in Bromley for the formation of a new club. 

Dick Rushton told me that there were only four 
or five 'Breakfast' clubs functioning in the whole 
of RIBI. Dick sounded very enthusiastic about the 
idea. I immediately telephoned Derek Chapman, 
who was then President of Langley Park and I 
outlined my ideas. Derek confirmed he was very 
happy for me to proceed further  with the 
initiative, and we agreed that we could invite Dick 
Rushton along to the Langley Park Counci l  
meeting on Monday 4 November 1991 .  

On 16 September 1991  I  received a letter from 
Dick Rushton, enclosing copies of the RIBI 
Extension Manual, which gave full information 
on how to bring a new club into the Rotary world 
of 'Service and Fellowship'. He suggested that we 
invite the Secretaries and Presidents of all the 
neighbouring Rotary Clubs to the Langley Park 
meet ing on 4 November. The Presidents of 
Beckenham, Bromley, Chislehurst ,  Crofton, 
Orpington and West Wickham all attended this 
meeting, when Dick Rushton out l ined  the 
procedure to be followed. 

Langley Park members held a Special General 
Meeting on 9 December and approved the 
proposition that a 'Breakfast Club' be formed in 
the Bromley area. 
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Dick Rushton asked Rotarian Peter Gray of the 
Dartford Club to be his local Extension Officer 
and I was appointed one of the key persons from 
Langley Park as 'Mother Club' to assist with the 
formation. 

I approached Robert Goddard, a partner with 
my law firm, to see if he was wil l ing to be 'Number 
One' in the new Rotary Club and he agreed to get 
involved. I also spoke with Beryl Cook, a solicitor 
for the London Borough of Bromley and Peter 
Lane, a Metropolitan Police Officer, and these 
three met with me and Dick Rushton on 13 

January 1992 .  The District Extension Officer had 
to approve al l  suggested members of the new 
Rotary Club. 

When D ick  Rushton wrote to me on 1 6  
December 1991  he mentioned the territorial limits 
of the new club and he said that init ially, they 
might have to be l imited to the same territory as 
Langley Park, but he then went on to say that if 
Beckenham and Bromley Rotary Club consented, 
then the new club could include their territorial 
l imits as wel l .  There had already been objections 
from Chislehurst and West Wickham Rotary Clubs 
to ceding any of their territory to the new club - 
they had recruitment problems of their own. 

Dick Rushtorr 's adv ice was that we try to 
assemble up to eight or nine potential members 
with meetings in my office at Bromley and, when 
that number of interested members had been 
achieved, then they would move to a meeting place. 

On the subject of lady members I quote from 

Dick Rushtori's letter, 

I am in favour of lady members, not just as a 

token membership, but a material number in this 

[new] club. In order not to sow any seeds of 

discord, your [own] c l u b ' s  views on this should 

be obtained, and if agreed, any prospective male 

members must be informed that there w i l l  be lady 

members.  

I d id inform Langley Park and the members there 
approved the admission of ladies to the new club . . .  
with alacrity it seemed! 

Following the first meeting of the potential 
Rotary C lub  on Monday 13  January  1992 ,  

recruitment progressed, with an equal number of 
ladies and men becoming interested. The first 
meeting-place selected was the Royal Bell in 
Market Square ,  Bromley.  By this  t ime past 
President of Langley Park, James Pitt-Payne had 
been recruited to the new breakfast club and he 
agreed to become the Secretary. The Inaugural 
Breakfast of the Rotary Club of Bromley Sunrise 
was held on Saturday 28 November 1992 at the 
Churchi l l  Theatre Restaurant, Bromley. The first 
woman President was Margaret Keenan for the 
year 1994-5. 

The full Charter Night was held at the Inn on 
the Lake near Gravesend on 19 February 1993.  

The highlight of the evening was when President 
Henry Phi l l ips presented Langley Park's second 
Paul Harris Fellowship to founder President John 
Wil l iams for his work in getting the new Bromley 
Sunrise Club off the ground. 

87 

Copyright 2000 - Langley Park Rotary Club



Tribute to Peter Simmonds 1939-2000 

by John Williams 

We all mourn the sad death of our good friend 

Peter: a true gentleman in everything he did 

and said, and an outstanding Rotarian. 

Peter  f u l f i l l ed  h is  respons ib i l i t i es  in  an 

exemplary manner throughout his life. He was 

a splendid sportsman, particularly on the 

cr icket f i e l d ;  a  cred i t  to the survey ing 

profession; an outstanding lay magistrate at the 

Bromley Magistrates' Court; a distinguished 

past President of Langley Park Rotary Club; a 

man full of fun and spirit; a fighter when the 

chips were down; and above all a family man 

beloved of his lovely wife, Anne and his three 

gorgeous daughters, Claire, Rachel and Honor. 

How we will miss Peter! He fought so hard with 

his i l lness over the last few years and his 

courage in undergoing two courses of intensive 

treatment for his myeloma was something to 

be marvelled at. So we are sad, and we are 

heartbroken for Anne and the girls he has left 

behind.  However, we have so much to be 

thankful for in Peter's life and in the shining 

example which he shared with all of us on how 

to live life to the full and to enjoy that life, tackling 

whatever problems arise with enthusiasm and 

confidence. We will never forget the privilege 
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that we enjoyed in sharing some part of Peter's 

life. We are the richer for having known Peter 

and we thank him for the example he set of 

putting service above self and family before 

anything else. 

May Peter's soul rest in peace as we keep him 

and Anne, and Claire, Rachel and Honor in our 

prayers and thoughts. 
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CHAPTER TEN 

The Rotary Club of Doetinchem-Oude I]ssel 

At the initiative of Dennis Berry, contact was made 
with a new Rotary Club in formation in the 

Netherlands at Doetinchem-Oude IJssel, some 25 

kilometres to the east of Arnhem. Dennis had, in 
Round Table days, fostered the twinning with two 
clubs, one French and one Dutch, the latter with 
Aad Kroon. 

Dennis used his considerable personal strengths 
and energies and, together with Aad Kroon, a 
founder member in the Netherlands, produced a 
plan to v i s i t  Doet inchem for the i r  Charter 
weekend. 

A party of seven Rotarians and four wives 
attended this Charter weekend in Doetinchem on 
22-23 May 1976 .  The intrepid vis itors from 
Langley Park were hosted and entertained in great 
and impressive manner during the weekend. 

The hosting and guesting arrangements for that 
first visit were: 

Nathalie and Aad Kroon hosted Dennis and Jean 

Berry 

Jaap and Wi l ly  v. He l l emond  hosted Les and 

Christine Patterson 

Max and Annie Maas hosted Brian and Joan Johnson 

Jaap and Greet van der Boom hosted David and Liz 
Stoneham 

Joan and Nettie Kooi hosted President John Williams 

Gerrit and Nelleke Harbers hosted John Stone 

and 

Hans and Hermien Manschot hosted Doug Briggs . 

Twenty-one members formed the interim Rotary 
Club of Doetinchem-Oude IJssel. 

The founder members were: Henk Andriessen, 

Jaap van der Boom, Koos Beugel, Nico Bothof, 
Walther Fackeldei, Kees Gutteling, Gerrit Harbers, 
Jaap van Hellemond, Arend Hofstede, Geurt Kets, 
Joan  Kooi ,  Aad Kroon ,  Max Maas ,  Hans  
Manschot, Henk Pasma, Peter Smit, Fokke van 
der Toi, Jan de Waal, Huib van Walsum, Jan 
Wentink and Nanne Wijma. 

The end result of this busy weekend in the 
Netherlands was a decision by the two Club 
Councils to form a twinning arrangement. The 
two C l u b s  confirmed thei r  agreement  the 
following year, to become International Contact 
Clubs. The start of the twenty-five-year 'love 
affair' had begun at that weekend in May 1976!  
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The founder members of the Rotary Club of Doctincbcm-Gude 1/ssel and their wives. 

The first International Contact Weekend held 
in England was when members and wives from 
Doetinchem-Oude IJssel visited Langley Park in 
May 1977. The weekend started with a 'welcome' 
dinner at the Maple Room, Fairfield Hall .  The 
Saturday included a coach trip to London for 
sightseeing and shopping, lunch at the Dickens 
pub in St Katherine's Dock, a river trip and a 
buffet, party and disco at Normanhurst. 

T h i s  i naugura l  v i s i t  from Doet inchem 
established a pattern for the success of all such 
future weekends, as both Clubs now approach 
their quarter-centuries. 

May 1978 saw a return visit by members and 
wives from Langley Park to Doetinchem-Oude 
IJssel. Terry Gauntlett was President. 

James Pitt-Payne was President in 1979 when 
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Doetinchem made their second visit to Langley 
Park. 

In May 1980, President John Sutherland led a 
contingent from Langley Park for a weekend in 
Doetinchem that included bowling and a cycle 
tour of local castles. 

The fifth international contact weekend in May 
1 9 8 1  unde r  the home Presidency of David 
Stoneham, included a Safari supper, tours of the 
Kent countryside and a dinner-dance at the Mill 
House restaurant near Redhill. 

For May 1982 President Doug Briggs took a 
contingent to the Rotary Club of Doetinchem 
Oude I]ssel. Alan Freeman successfully completed 
a 3 0 0 - r n i l e - p l u s  sponsored  c y c l e  r i d e  to 
Doetinchem, raising £1,700 for the Dutch club's 
'Project Muthale'. 
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The Langley Park Morris Men. 

In May 1983 it rained! The Friday welcome 
dinner was held at the Selsdon Park hotel, the 

Saturday evening, hosted at the home of John and 

Pat Wi l l i ams ,  i nc luded  a  cabaret by Brenda 

Hazelton and Sam Mcllrath. Martin and Ann 
Durman hosted the group from the Netherlands 
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for the farewell brunch at their house and, after 
the ' M o r r i s  Men'  had  comp l e t ed  t h e i r  
entertainment, their lawn never really recovered! 

May 1984, and it was back to the Netherlands, 
when President Alan Freeman led a party of 20 to 
Doetinchem. The weekend included a poignant 
visit and tour of the sites and war graves of the 
Arnhem landings. 

The following year, in May 1985 ,  the hosting 
and partying included a medieval night at Leeds 
Castle, near Maidstone in Kent. The traditional 
English roast caused problems to those seated at 
the head of the tables of 16-20 people, as the 
head of the table was the one to carve the beef. 
The evening ended with Kentish folk music and 
Dutch dancing (quite a combinat ion ! ) .  The 
farewel l  brunch was he ld  at David and Liz  
Stoneham's house and included a mini-Olympics 
competition which was won by Rinus Vervoort. 

May 1986,  and a large contingent of Langley 
Park members and wives joined President Robin 
and Brenda Hazelton in visiting the Rotary Club 
of Doetinchern-Oude IJssel. On the Saturday night 
the 'men' from Langley Park entertained their 
Dutch hosts with a well choreographed attempt 
at English Morris Dancing. 

In Les and Pat Patterson's year, the party from 
the Netherlands visited and 'tested' the products 
of the Merrydown cider factory. Strange, but not 
many Dutch or English remember the trip back 
to their hosts' after the tasting! The Saturday night 
was spent at a dinner-dance at the Gatwick Manor 

92 

Hote l  and the  cabare t  was p rov id ed  by 
Doetinchem. 

In May 1988 a  small, enthusiastic and 'lucky' 
party of 13 ventured to the Netherlands under 
the leadership of Brook Marshall. The Saturday 
n i g h t  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  i n c l u d e d  an ' i n d o o r  
barbecue', which was held at a splendid restaurant 
named the Boerderii de Ijsselboeue, on the banks 
of the River IJssel. The Langley Park members 
replied to the Doetinchem cabaret by donning 
cloth caps and mufflers (men) and hats and shawls 
(ladies) and gave a spirited rendition of Cockney 
songs! 

May 1989,  and the hosting of the International 
Weekend switched back to England and the 
Lang ley  Park c l ub ,  u n d e r  P re s ident  Ke i th  
Fordham, hosting the largest contingent to date 
from Doetinchem (30 members and wives). The 
Saturday evening included a guided tour of both 
Houses of Parliament (the House of Lords and 
the 'other house' as it is known: the House of 
Commons), with drinks on the Members' Terrace, 
overlooking the River Thames, and a meal in the 
Lords' dining Room, hosted by Lord and Lady 
Mell ish (arranged via Gerry Hynds). A very warm 
and bright Sunday saw the farewell brunch being 
held in Keith and Audrey Fordham's garden where 
the Dutch group entertained their Langley Park 
hosts. 

In March 1990 ,  it was decided by both clubs 
to hold, what was termed, a 'halfway meeting'. 
This took place for a party of both clubs' members 
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The London Eye, a highlight of the International Weekend, May 2000. 

having a good night at the Friday night's Dinner 
Pa r t ies l )  ;  the Saturday n ight en te r ta inment  
included a barbecue meal in a splendid building 
near Wandsworth Common (No! Henry . . .  it 
wasn't Wandsworth Prisonl). 

Several girls from Doetinchem were hosted by 
Lang ley  Park members  and  wives .  Another  
'halfway' meeting was organised, this time in 
Antwerp, but don't ask John or some of the other 
Lang l ey  Park or D o e t i n c h e m  member s  to 
remember much of the 'cultural '  meeting! The 
halfway meeting also included losing the Langley 
Park President during a brief Saturday night tour 
of the Antwerp hostelries. 

In May 1996 15 members and wives, including 
President Peter Simmonds, made the trip to the 

Rotary Club of Doetinchem-Oude IJssel to help 
them celebrate their 20th Charter Anniversary. 

In John Barret's year there was a first, with the 
two clubs joining together in a Joint International 
Project, providing an area near Kumasi, Ghana, 
w i th  c l e a n ,  p u m p e d  d r i n k i n g  water .The  
International Weekend in May 1997 proved to 
be a very successful one with the arrival of 1 8  
Dutch members and wives. It was pleasing to note 
the presence of some 'first-timers' from the Rotary 
Club of Doetinchem-Oude IJssel. A 'dual gender' 
cricket match was part of the weekend and, as 
usual, an 'English' cricket team lost to better and 
well-organised opposirion.: 

With Gerry Costa as President of Langley Park, 
the visit to Holland in May 1998 had a 'Spanish' 
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flavour and the effects of the visit are, probably, 
sti l l  reverberating through the Nerherlands. r . !  

There was a slight break with the biennial  ·  
tradition in Sam Mcllrath's year and in May 1999 
the helpers for the St Christopher's Charity fun 
Walk were s t rengthened  by a party from 
Doetinchem-Oude IJssel, including a group of 
children who walked in the event dressed as Dutch 
Cakes! 

Another new initiative occurred in September 
1999,  when President John Williams and the 
Rotary Club of Langley Park organised a weekend 
hockey tour to Doetinchem by the under-16 boys' 
and girls' teams from Bromley Hockey Club (John 
being President of that club as well as the Rotary Club). 

In May 2000 there was yet another record 
attendance by over 50  Rotarians, wives and 
chi ldren from the Rotary Club of Doetinchem 
Oude IJssel. Tim Pearce co-ordinated the long 
weekend which included a Thames River trip and 
a 'f l ight'  on the London Eye. The weekend 
culminated in a l ive ly Jazz evening at West Kent 
Golf Club. 
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To summarise the contact between the Rotary 
Clubs of Langley Park and Doetinchem-Oude 
Ijssel: 

It is not just about a biennial  trip over (or 
under) the Channel just to say 'hello'. 

It is about lasting and strong friendships. 

It is about enjoying each others' sense of 
humour. 

It is about enjoying each others' cultures and 
family lives and values. 

It is evolving, as new members and wives enjoy 
the International Weekends, and with the 
addition of the younger generation within the 
visits. 

In those days back in 1976, Dennis Berry, Aad 
Kroon and others set in motion an International 
Contact that has grown, evolved and strengthened 
over the 24 years of jo int involvement. 

Long may the contact continue! 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

International Cycling and the Rotary Club of 
Langley Park 

In the early 1980s, the International contact with 

the Rotary Club of Doetinchern-Oude IJssel was 
well established, and both Clubs were looking to 

extend the ir  contact beyond fellowship to a 
possible joint community project. 

In 1981 ,  Alan Freeman, a member for about 
three years, became Chairman of the International 
Services Committee and,  on learning that the 
Doetinchern Club was raising funds for a local 
Doctor who had gone out  to a Missionary 
Hospital in Kenya which was desperately short of 

equipment and supplies, suggested that, with the 
Club's support, he would do a sponsored cycle 
ride from Langley Park to Doetinchem in the week 
leading up to the next International Weekend 
(May 1982).  

The ride started from Langley Park (the Langley 

Park Club was then meeting at The Pickhurst) on 
the Monday evening. The sea crossing was made 
from Sheerness to Vlissingen on the now sadly 
defunct Olau Line and, on Tuesday, Alan set off 
on his ride northwards along the west coast of 
Holland before turning east towards Doetinchem. 

Alan was hosted each night by local Rotarians at 
Goree Overflakke, Helmond and Elst and also 

visited other Clubs at lunchtime, including Breda 

S u d ,  S 'Hertegenbosch  West and Zutphen  
Brummen. He was joined on the ride by Jacques 
Peperkarnp of the Doetinchem club on Thursday 
afternoon, and by Max Maas and Hans Becking 
on Friday for the final r ide into Doetinchem, 
where they received a tumultuous greeting from 
the members and wives of both clubs, which set 
the tone for the International Weekend ahead. 

Two amazing coincidences occurred during the 
week. On Thursday evening Alan had arranged 

to stay with the Vice-President of the Elst Rotary 
Club and Jacques Peperkamp was invited to join 
them for dinner, during which it transpired that 
Jacques and Alan's host had been at University 
together some 18  years previously and had not 
seen each other since - here they were, members 
of neighbouring Rotary Clubs without realising it. 

The  second co inc idence  was on Friday 
afternoon after leaving the Zutphen/Brummen 
meeting. Alan needed to visit the bank in Zutphen, 
where he was approached by a grey-haired old 
lady who asked if he was Alan Freeman.  It 
transpired that she was the mother of the young 
woman who had translated the sponsor sheet into 
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Dutch and who was the wife of one of Alan's 
friends from his Squash Club in Beckenham, but 
who heralded originally from Doetinchem. 

The final outcome of Alan's efforts was that 
the Club were able to present a cheque for £1,700 
(Nfl 7,000) for Operation Muthale, as the project 
was called. 

As far as Alan was concerned, that was the end 
of his cycling activities for Rotary, but little did 
he know what lay ahead . . . .  

In 1984 Jacques Peperkamp sent him details of 
an event being organised by the Rotary Club of 
Herentals (a town some 30 kilometres east of 
Antwerp), described as the first Rotary World 
Cycling Championships. 

Despite never having been in a cycle race in his 
life, Alan decided to have a go and, accompanied 
by then President Hadyn David,  set out for 
Herentals over the second weekend in September. 
Alan's bicycle was better equipped for touring than 
racing and, dressed in tennis shorts, white singlet 
and plimsolls, he stood out somewhat from the 
Dutch, French, Belgian and German Rotarian 
cyclists, with their lightweight racing bikes and 
cycle clothing. Although he didn't win, he didn't 
come last and, although not heard of at that time, 
Alan has since described himself as the Eddy 'The 
Eagle' Edwards of Rotary cycling. 

Alan was to attend the second and third 
Championships also organised by Herentals and 
at which he was aga in  s uppor t ed  by Club  
Presidents Robin Hazelton and Les Patterson 
respectively. 
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The Championships were not held in 1987 but 
in 1988 they were organised by a new Belgian 
Rotary Club, Torhout-Houtland and their 'live 
wire' President, Ides Ramboer. It was at these 
Championships that the International Rotary 
Fellowship 'Cycling to Serve' was born and Alan 
was appointed representative for RIBI. 

Over the following years the Championships 
venue moved around Europe, and the Fellowship 
extended its activities to include touring events, 
initially extending over a long weekend. Later, 
four-day events were held, which allowed the 
participants really to get to know each other. 

As 1992 was the tenth anniversary of Alan 
Freeman's sponsored ride to Doetinchem, he 
suggested that he should do it again. He did, this 
t ime accompanied by David Stoneham, with 
Brook Marshall driving the support vehicle. They 
were fo l lowed by v a r i o u s  member s  of  
Doetinchem-Oude IJssel throughout the journey, 
and they had the opportunity to see parts of 
Holland that are normally missed when belting 
down the motorways. The ride raised £1,200 for 
the Dutch SOHO project. 

The following year, in 1993, the members of 
Doetinchern-Oude IJssel decided that it was time 
for them to do a reciprocal sponsored ride so, on 
the Monday prior to the International Weekend, 
Brook Marshall took Alan Freeman down to 
Dover where they met Jacques Peperkamp. 
Jacques and Alan commenced a ride through 
southern England along the south coast and then 
up through rural Sussex, Surrey and Kent, arriving 
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Alan Freeman and David Stoneham arrive i11 Doetinchem. 

at the International Weekend reception at John 
and Pat William's home, Normanhurst, to a huge 
welcome from both Clubs. 

From the previous Wednesday they were also 
joined by Roel Janssen, whilst Brook Marshall and 
Ada Peperkamp followed with the support vehicle. 
They d id  a  ster l ing job of f inding overnight 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
memorable  stay at a 'B & B' in  Frant, near 
Tunbridge Wells, cal led 'The Old Parsonage', 
which had bathrooms as large as most of Alan 
and Maureen Freeman's main bedrooms, and 
where Jacques and Ada spent the night in a huge 
four-poster. En route, our intrepid cyclists visited 
Rotary Clubs in Ashford, Hai Isham, Sussex Weald 
and Sevenoaks. 

In 1993 the ninth World Championships were 
held outside the shores of mainland Europe for 
the first time, when they were organised and 
hosted by our Club, under the chairmanship of 
Alan Freeman. Over 70 competitors from 12 
countries, including Turkey (together with families 
and supporters) attended, the majority staying at 
the Bromley Court Hotel . The Championships 
were held at Crystal Palace over the old motor 
racing circuit. Virtually the whole Club, together 
with the wives, helped with marshalling, preparing 
and serving lunches, and all the other activities 
which  h e l p e d  to make i t  a  succes s fu l  
c h a m p i o n s h i p s ,  in  both compet i t i ve  and  
fellowship terms. 

The evening of fellowship was held at the Club's 
regular meeting venue, the NatWest Sports Club, 
and was crowned by the award to a tota l ly  
'gobsmacked' Alan Freeman of a Paul Harris 
Fellowship by Fellowship for his services to the 
Cycling Fellowship. The PHF was presented by 
Fellowship President Ides Rarnboer. 

The Fellowship continued to thrive throughout 
the 90s and, in 1997, Alan was elected Fellowship 
President to serve for the three years: 1998-2000. 
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CHAPTER TWELVE 

Paul Harris Fellowships 

The Background: Rotary Foundation 
Paul Harris (1868-1947) was a lawyer and was 
the founder of Rotary in Chicago in 1905. 

The Rotary Foundation fund was established 
in 1 9 1 7  as an endowment 'to do good in the 
world'. During the recessionary times in the 1920s 
and '30s the fund grew slowly and commitments 
made in the mid '30s were thwarted by the Second 
World War. Paul Harris died in 1947 and Rotarians 
throughout the world sought to honour the name 
and vision of the founder of Rotary. It was decided 
to i n j e c t  m o n i e s  and purpose  into Rotary 
Foundation, and a target of $2 million was set 
and raised in four years, the bulk of $1 .5  million 
being raised in the first few months. 

The Fellowship 
The Pau I  Har r i s  Fellows programme was 
established in 1957 to express the Foundation's 
appreciation for substantial contributions . . .  to 
what then was the only programme: International 
S c h o l a r s h i p s .  S i n c e  those  ea r l y  days  t he  
Foundation has added further educational and 
human i t a r i an  p rogrammes  s u c h  as 3 H ,  

1 0 0  

Ambassadorial and Cultural Scholarships, Group 
Study Exchanges and Matching Grants. The 
programme is made possible by the support and 
donations of Rotarians. The largest project was 
PolioPlus: by 1997 one billion children had been 
immunised and polio eradicated from some 1 17  
countries. In 1997 alone 450 million children were 
immunised in one day - almost three-quarters of 
the world's children under five. 3,755 cases of 
polio had been reported for the year 1996 - the 
lowest number on record. This was all due to 
Rotary Foundation and the Paul Harris Fellows 
Programme. 

The Paul Harris Fellow 
Contributions from Rotary Clubs of $1,000 to 
the Foundation permit a named individual to 
become a Paul Harris Fellow (PHF) and receive a 
certificate of merit, a pin and a medallion. The 
m o n i e s  are then invested  into  the Rotary 
Foundation and used within the sphere of the 
Foundation's humanitarian efforts. That is only 
part of the story . . .  

In Europe, in RIBI, and in particular in the UK, 
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the award of a PHF to a deserving Rotarian or 
non-Rotar ian is a total recognit ion of that 
individual's work in the community, or vocational 
or international fields, or in humanitarian service. 
It recognises the individual's work and efforts in 
the context of 'Service above Self ' .  

Unfortunately, in other parts of the world (the 
USA and Japan in particular), the award of a PHF 
has been somewhat 'devalued', as it can be based 
solely on the amount  of money (usually the 
min imum of $1,000) given by an individual to a 
club when being inducted into Rotary. 

In fact, Gerry Costa noted when he went to 
the President's Breakfast at the RI Convention in 
Glasgow in 1997, 

I  sat ar a table of about 1 1  other presidents and 

presidents-elect from al l  over the world . . .  none 

were from Europe . . .  a l l  of them had PHF pins in 

their lapels. 'Where is your p in,  Gerry?' I was 

asked. They were all shocked to note that I didn't 

sport one . . .  apparently they al l  got their awards 

when they became president, or when they joined 

their Rotary Club and produced the $1,000!  I  

repl ied, 'In the UK you have to earn the right 

and privilege to wear a Paul Harris Fellows P in ! '  

I  th ink that shocked them a l l  the more! 

In the Rotary Club of Langley Park the recipients 
of the Paul Harris Fellow title have every right to 
be proud of their award. 

The Paul Harris Fellows of Langley Park 
The first PHF in Langley Park was awarded in 

July 1990 to David Stoneham, reflecting the 
gargantuan community effort that David put into 
the organisation of the St Christopher's Hospice 
Fun Walks. 

The second PHF award was presented at the 
Charter Night of Langley Park's daughter club, 
Bromley  Sunr i se ,  to John Wi l l i ams ,  for his 
involvement in community activities in general 
but, in particular, his original idea and the resulting 
efforts in forming the first breakfast club in the 
Bromley area. This also fulfil led the aim of, not 
only club extension and an increase in Rotary 
membership, but also of obtaining a dual gender 
club within the area. 

Alan Freeman got the PHF award in September 
1993 for his considerable efforts in the field of 
international understanding through his long-term 
involvement with the Rotary World Cycling 
Championships (see Chapter 11 ) .  The ninth of 
these was held at Crystal Palace and organised by 
Langley Park, so it was fitting that the award was 
presented to Alan by Ides Ramboer, who founded 
what is called the International Rotary Fellowship 

- Cycling to Serve, of which Alan is the RIBI 
representative. 

In 1995 the club honoured a non-Rotarian 
when President John Gardner, on behalf of the 
c lub ,  awarded Chr i s  Dav i s  the PHF for h is  
community efforts with the Conquest Swimming 
Club,  which many club members help in the 
ambulance rota. · 

In November 1999 John Williams, on behalf 
of Langley Park, handed the award to a surprised 
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THE ROTARY FOUNDATION OF ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 

Jolin M. 'Wi{fiams 
is hereby named a 

PAUL HARRIS FELLOW 

m  appreciation of t a n g i b l e  and s 1 g 11 1 f 1 c a n t  assistance given for the 

f u r t h e r a n c e  of better u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and f r i e n d l y  relations between 

peoples of t h e  world 

An example of a Pl-IF certificate. This one belongs to founder President, John Williams. 
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Keith Fordham, the latest of the club's Paul Harris 
Fellows. The ladies joined members in toasting 
the sti l l -bemused Keith in champagne. Keith's 
c i ta t ion  stated that  h i s  award was for his  
outstanding example of 'Service Above Self'. Keith 
has developed the Fellowship of the Rotary Club 
of Langley Park in many ways and, apart from 
being Secretary of the Club for a number of years, 
he has continued those efforts within the Club 
Service Committee, being particularly supportive 
of any members who have problems of any kind, 
whether those problems be health or business. In 
addition, Keith puts his effort into community 
projects, in particular the Conquest Swimming 
Club, and is also 'assistant set-builder' for the 
productions, including those outdoors, of The 

Matchbox Theatre. 

The newest Paul Harris Fellow: a thoroughly deserving Keith 
Fordham. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

The St Christopher's Fun Walks 

In the Beginning . . .  
It al l  started quite innocently really! Early in 1990 
Michael Setchell, as Langley Park President, had 
received an invitation from the Rotary Club of 
the Pantiles to spend a Sunday on a gentle(?) nine 
m i le morn ing  w a l k  th rou g h  the east Kent  
countryside. The object of the Charity Walk was 
to raise some funds for a local hospital. Mike 
m e n t i o n e d  the  m o r n i n g  j a u n t  to Dav id  
Stoneham . . .  Yes!, David would l ike to join Mike, 
especially as David's mother had been treated in 
one of the wards at that particular hospital and, 
Yes!, David would like to get sponsorship to raise 
some money for the hospita l .  That was the 
beginning . . . .  

Michael and David set off on the walk from 
the official start in Tunbridge Wells. However, as 
early birds, the intrepid pair from Langley Park 
had begun well before the official 'start time'. 
Unfortunately, the members of the Rotary Club 
of the Pantiles had not set out the signposts for 
the course and very few 'marshal points', or road 
crossings were manned. Sections of the walk were 
found to be quite confusing, as the positioning of 
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'signing' left a lot to be desired, and marshal 
points, as detailed in the brief walk notes, were 
not manned, and not where one would expect to 
find them. 

In fact, Mike and David, setting a brisk pace, 
had completed the nine-mile circuit before the 
organisers had even set up the finish! 

The Langley Park pair noted all the minor 
shortcomings of the organisation of the 'Pantiles' 
Walk' and decided, there and then, that it would 
be worth putting the idea of some form of 
sponsored walk to the Langley Park members. 
David also noted that the Pantiles Walk lacked a 
sense of 'fun' and 'achievement', especially at the 
finish. 

The germ of the idea was forming on the way 
back from Tunbridge Wells . . .  Yes!, Michael agreed 
with David that Langley Park Rotary Club could 

run a sponsored walk and they could do i t  
properly! 

By the way, David won a prize from the Pantiles 
Rotary Club for the 'best sponsorship effort'! 

The Walk for St Christopher's Hospice was 
born on that Sunday morning! 
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Who Do We Walk For? 

Most people in the Bromley/Beckenbam/Penge/ 
Lewi sham/Sydenham area  knew of  St  
Christopher's Hospice; many (if not al l )  people 
in the area knew of a relative, friend or neighbour 
who had spent their last few weeks or days in the 
wonderful care of tbe staff of St Christopher's. 

St Christopher's is known as the 'modern' type 
of hospice, where pall iative care of the terminally 
i l l  is given in bright and happy surroundings. The 
Hospice had been founded by Dame Cicely 
Saunders, OM, DBE, FRCP wbo, as part of ber 
medical career, had trained in some of the good, 
'old-style', institutional hospices, which were 
mostly run by nuns from religious orders, for 
example, St Joseph's Hospice in Bethnal Green. 

Care at St Christopher's is all geared towards 
the patients' interests - from friendly and well 
trained staff; witness the fact that the patients' 
pets can visit, and that wards and side-rooms can 
be decorated with items from the patients' homes. 

Most of the members and wives of the Rotary 
Club of Langley Park had been 'touched' by St 
Christopher's and, in fact, a wife, two parents and 
a daughter of members had spent their last days 
in St Christopher's. 

It was the obvious choice, a good cause to 'bang 
our hat on', but what did the Hospice want? David 
S toneham and Pa t r i ck  H i l d e r l y  asked the 
question . . .  and the answer came back from St 
Christopher's Hospice that they were in desperate 
need of a new ambulance with 'rear lift'. The cost? 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

be well marshalled 

be push-chair- and child-friendly 

have a good Start and Finish area 

provide good facilities at the start/finish, eg 
toilets and refreshments 

provide good entertainment at the start/finish 
and 

be fun! - fun for al l the walkers, fun for all 
the helpers and fun for all the marshals! 
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Where Do We Do the Walk? 

Following David's and Mike's experiences during 
the Pantiles Walk it was decreed that the walk must: 

In the region of £16,500-17,500. The ambulance 
would be used to bring in 'day patients', thereby 
giving the home carers and families some respite 
for a short while. 

There you have i t- a local cause with an urgent 
need - and a well-known recipient. 

It was almost tailor-made for the Rotary Club 
of Langley Park! 

• be as safe as it can possibly be made 

• follow along and cross as few major and minor 
roads as possible 

• be rou ted  through some i n t e r e s t i n g  
countryside 

• be well and clearly sign-posted 

• be well and clearly described in the 'Walkers' 
Notes' 
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So where would we find all this? Keston Common 
was regarded as a good start/finish point, having 
two public houses - The Fox and The Greyhound 
- and there were reasonable areas to park. The 
countryside to the south of the Common had well 
formed and de l ineated pub l ic  footpaths and 
bridleways, and there were already recognised 
walks around Downe, Leaves Green and Biggin 
Hil l  that were relatively well  sign-posted by 
Bromley Council. 

Grahame Norr is ,  then Night  Product ion 
Manager of Coca Cola Schweppes at the Sidcup 
plant, spent a lot of his daylight hours (when not 
sleeping) walking round the countryside chasing 
a little white ball . So, the golf club was removed 
from Grahame's hand, a pedometer was strapped 
to his leg (well, that's what he told the rest of the 
cornmitteel) and he was sent off into the wilds of 
Downe, Biggin Hil l  and Leaves Green. Sometimes 
alone - sometimes with other Rotarians, but 
mostly alone - Grahame relentlessly and single 
mindedly paced and noted various walks, starting 
and finishing at Keston Common. 

The routes were discussed, walked, re-walked, 
defined, re-refined and, eventually, four walks 
emerged, all starting and finishing outside The 
Greyhound on Keston Common. First- the green 
walk of approximately 21/2-3 miles, which would 
appeal to families with children; second - the red 
walk of 5-6 miles, which was slightly more taxing; 
third - the orange walk, 8-9 miles for the slightly 
more serious walker, and finally, the fourth walk 
- the blue walk, 121/2 miles, which included a 

taxing and undulating section through West Kent 
golf course and the eastern perimeter of Biggin 
Hill airport. 

The plan was drawn up . . .  the routes had been 
chosen! The Walk was going to happen! 

Who is Going to Organise It? 
Following Mike and David's initial discussions 
after the Pantiles Walk, good organisation was 
paramount, and who better from an organisational 
point of view? 

Joking apart, David Stoneham was the obvious 
choice of  l e ade r  of  the wa lk  organisat ion ,  
especially as he would involve not only 'Masters 
of Beckenham' and 'Masters Exhibitions and 
Shows' but also all his business and trade contacts. 

Mike's and David's initial thoughts were put 
to the  Rotary  C l u b  of Lang ley  Park and 
wholehearted support was given for staging the 
event: it would be a ' 100 per cent Langley Park 
Club involvement' effort. Everyone agreed! 

David (DJS) then set down the base factors on 
paper  at the presentat ion to Langley Park 
members, these base factors were: 

• The fun - the Pantiles Walk had felt a little 
flat, especially at the finish; to overcome this, 
DJS suggested marquees be arranged on the 
forecourt of The Greyhound - an ideal spot 
overlooking the start/finish area. (The pub 
landlord's permission would be asked before 
erecting the tents!) 
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• Some entertainment: perhaps music (a jazz 
band) might be laid on to welcome home the 
walkers, who would then be able to relax and 
join in the fun at the finish area. 

• A committee would be required to co-ordinate 
the organisation, consisting of a chairman, 
treasurer, clerk of the course, secretary, etc. 

• The Start/Finish arrangements: control of start 
and finish of the entrants would need to be 
separately  organised,  ranging from the 
checking in to the handing out of walk 
certificates at the end. There would need to 
be separate organisation for marquees, PA 
systems, tables and chairs and first aid staff. A 
proper start/finish 'gate' or 'arch' would be 

required. 

• The Route/Walk team: a separate team would 
be needed to organise and mark out the route 

in advance and on the day of the walk. 

• On-the-route arrangements would need 
marshals, check points, signs, first aid, route 
maps, drinks and refreshments at sal ient 
points. 

• Pub l i c i ty  in the form of posters ,  
advertisements and general publicity would 

be required. 

• Liaison would be required between Langley 
Park and St Christopher's, the Local Council, 
the publican of The Greyhound and of The 
Fox, local traders, the Metropolitan Police, 
St John's Ambulance and the Red Cross. 
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Communication: the main organisers on the 
day, plus selected marshal and control points 
would need to keep in touch via mobi le  
phones. 

Fol lowing on from David's 'base factors' the 

committee was formed and that first 'Walk 
Committee' comprised: 

Event Organiser - David Stoneham 

Event Secretary - Patrick Hilderly 

Clerk of the Course - Grahame Norris 

Chief Marshal - Chris Fuller 

Safety/Police Liaison -Tony Norris 

Publicity - Robin Hazelton 

Fun and Games 'Director' - Joan Evans 

Communications - Alan Freeman 

Registration Control - Doug Briggs 

Event Treasurer - David Masters 

Start/Finish Control - Hadyn David (also MC) 

Recruitment of Walkers - Les Patterson 

Rotaract Liaison - Henry Phillips 

Ambulance Liaison - Arthur Ashdown/Henry 
Phillips 

Local Residents/Council Liaison - Peter 
Simmonds 

Sunday 6 May 1990 was the date set for the first 
St Christopher's Fun Walk,. The date was chosen 
because it was the Sunday of the early May Bank 
Holiday, giving the Saturday for the erection of 

• 
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the marquees and the start/finish area and the 
signing of the four routes, and the Monday for 
the removal of route signing and any debris and 
rubbish from the routes. 

The countdown to 'Walk Day' had begun: 

• Marquees, the start and finish 'gate', main 
signs and registration booths were organised 
or, where necessary, were designed and 
constructed. 

• What seemed like 'tons' of stationery and 
cards were designed and printed. 

• Walk maps were hand-coloured for that first 
walk (maps for later walks were colour 
photocopied courtesy of Wellcome). 

• Walk notes were detailed and printed on to 
the walkers forms. 

• Walk signs in five colours were printed (the 
four route colours plus black, where all four 
walks combined) with the arrows denoting 
'left' or 'right' or 'straight ahead' 

• Twenty-eight Marshal Points and/or Control 
Points were located, and around 80 marshals 
recruited (al lowing for breaks and change 
over); what seemed like hundreds of letters 
were sent out in  the search for marshals. 
Marshals' 'silly hats' were organised. 

• Detailed marshal point notes and instructions 
were made. 

• Many,  many man -hour s  were spent  in 
recruiting and cajoling single walkers and 
groups of entrants. 

• Liaisons (some 'dangerous'!) were made with 
local residents, the police, traders and Bromley 
Council. 

Then . . .  Saturday 5 May 1990 dawned bright and 
fine, eager teams were assembled on the Common 
at Keston, and they were off! 

L ike a we l l  o i l e d  watch (or a well oiled 
'something'), the Rotary Club of Langley Park's 
teams split into three main groups: 

Group One - helping the guys from Masters 
Exh ib i t ion  and Shows to erect the ma in  
marquees on The Greyhound's car park (after 
sweeping up tons of dog-ends and removing 
an 'illegally' parked car); 

Group Two - with the lead taken by Masters' 
Ted Tanner, this group set about erecting the 
start/finish 'arch '  and all the fencing and 
'tentage' required in that particular area; and 
lastly, 

Group Three - this important group spread our 
south, east and west of The Greyhound and 
set out the four walkers' routes with the four 
primary coloured signs plus black! 

All groups then met up for a ( l iquid) lunch and 
then helped set up the registration booths and the 
peripherals! 

All the members and wives of the Rotary Club 
of Langley Park were now ready and geared up 
for the 'great day' - it was·turning into the '100 
per cent club effort' that was expected, as only 
one member and three 'spouses' were to be missing 
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on the day, and they had al l  sent 'doctor's notes' 
or 'notes from their mummies'  to the Event 
Organiser, David Stoneham! 

That was it: all done 'bar the shouting'! All we 
needed now was the 400 or so walkers and their 
£16,000 or so in sponsorship money! 

St Christopher's Fun Walk - 6 May 1990 
The morning dawned bright, dry and surprisingly 
warm, the only hitch on arrival at the Common 
was that a group of mindless (and presumably 
drunken) individuals had overturned the start/ 
finish 'arch' overnight. Willing hands soon had 
the  a rch  r ighted  and David and Christ ian 
Stoneham soon covered the tears, rents and 
fissures with new advertising and sponsor slogans. 

The members and wives at the reception area 
and kiosks dressed in their silly hats (the clowns' 
outfits - courtesy of the Langley Park Strollers - 
didn't arrive on the scene until the second and 
th i rd  S t  C h r i s t o p h e r ' s  Walks) .  Master  of 
C e r e m o n i e s ,  H a d y n  Dav id ,  donned h i s  
Ringmaster's costume (he was a vision in Hunting 

Pink!) ;  the marshals, arriving in groups to be 
'briefed' by Chris and Grahame at the side of The 
Greyhound, collected their check point notes and 
road signs, packs of drinks (courtesy of Coca Cola 
Schweppes) and disappeared off to their respective 
spots. 

Mike Setchell, donned in his Mickey Mouse 
costume; the VIP's reception committee readied 
for the arrival of Bromley's Mayor and the group 
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from St Christopher's Hospice; the marquees were 
readied; the PA system powered up; reception 
desks 'manned' - everything was ready for Langley 
Park's big day. All the club needed now was some 
of the 400 plus promised walkers . . .  

And they came in their droves! 
The walk started at 8 . 3 0  am:  there were 

i n d i v i d u a l s ;  there  were  those  dressed in  
professional walking gear (one group ran the blue 
circuit - twice!); there were those in fancy dress; 
there were groups from various garages within 
the area (DJS's competitors) dressed in smart t 
shirts; there were mothers with chi ldren in prams 
and walking toddlers; there were the partially 
disabled and those in wheelchairs . . . .  

The members, wives and friends of the club 
were 'gob-smacked': approximately four hours 
into the Walk, news was filtering through that the 
club had already reached it's target of £15,000!  

The day was absolutely terrific; the sun shone 
and, if anything, the weather was slightly too hot 
for walking fast, especially in the 'open areas' of 
the routes. Chris, Grahame and Alan Blanchette 
toured the circuit trying to 'gee up' the walkers 
and marshals alike and delivering and topping up 
the stock of fizzy drinks at various spots. Henry 
and Maureen Phillips plus family and neighbours, 
the Jenners, had set themselves up at what was 
roughly the 'halfway' point of the Orange Walk: 
close to the Metropolitan Police Dog Training 
Centre in Layham's Road.' This was to prove to 
be quite the most 'dangerous' spot on that first St 
Christopher's walk: as well as the normal Sunday 
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Boot Sale at Layham's Farm (unbeknown to the 
organisers), there was a car 'rally' and 'races' at 
the back of the farm! However, Henry and his 
team managed that section of Lay ham's Road really 
well and no walkers, marshals of VIPs were lost! 

Mickey Mouse and the VIP party set off in fine 
fettle, Mike Setchell probably lost half a stone 
ensconced in the MM costume! Reaching Henry's 
marshal point, Mike remembered the hazard of 
walking in a Mickey Mouse costume, 

Henry and Maureen will remember the hilarious 

scene when, running to catch up with the rather 

fast-walking Mayor, and with limited vision, my 

crotch collided with a post, causing me to double 

over speechless, while Mickey's head rolled out 

into the road. 

Ralph Lampard and his team of marshals had also 
drawn a 'short straw', as they were set up at the 
entrance to Layham's Farm on Layharri's Road 
and had to contend with all the traffic arriving 
and leaving the boot fair, as well as the 'Jack-the 
Lads' arriving for the car rally. That Sunday was 
hot and dry and poor Ralph and Mike Bellamy! 
spent most of the day covered in a fine film of 
yellow/grey dust! 

The marshals who had set up at the halfway 
point of the Blue Walk, Geoff Austen and his wife 
(DJS's bank manager!) also did a great job. This 
marshal point was situated just outside the car 
park of the King's Arms at Leaves Green. They 
had a large stock of drinks and were doing a grand 
job in cheering up the walkers, especially those 

who had climbed the long, steep hi l l  from 'Furze 
Bottom' to 'Collinette Farm'. The publican and 
family at the King's Arms were very helpful, 
allowing walkers to use the pub's facilities. Those 
popping in for a drink (including walkers and 
regulars) suddenly found a container placed on 
the bar and the publican stating that any change 
would go into the tin for St Christopher's! 

One slight 'oversight' made by the Chief  
Marshal and the Clerk of the Course was the vast 
number of dogs walking for charity with their 
owners! No facilities had been organised for the 
four-legged walkers. The King's Arms provided a 
bucket of cold, clear water, replenished at regular 
intervals, but other than that there was nothing 
(apart from streams and lakes - uggh!). The fizzy 
drinks were ok for walkers but they couldn't be 
poured down the throats of the dogs on the walk. 
However, some of the walkers were a bit fed up 
with fizzy drinks! 

In one instance, Grahame and Chris were 
replenishing a marshal point, when they came 
upon a group of very red-faced walkers struggling 
up a long ascent. 'Would you like some cans of 
Coke?', the walkers were asked. The reply wasn't 
the one that Chris and Grahame were expecting: 
'You can stick your fizzy drinks where the sun 
doesn't shine! - Haven't you got any bottles of 
plain water? If I drink any more of that carbonated 
Coke, or Sprite, or whatever you've got I'll go off 
with a loud bang ! '  With that they went off 
laughing and joking leaving the bemused Langley 
Park pair scratching their heads! 
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Minor problems had occurred early on on the 
Green Walk: some walkers had missed a Marshal 
Point. Soon the message came through on the 
mobile phone to the Chief Marshal and the Clerk 
of the Course. It appeared that, as well as turning 
over the start/finish 'arch', some of the mindless 
individuals had removed, or worse still, had turned 
round, the walk signs through the route north and 
south of Fishponds Road. The problem was soon 
rectified by Alan (Have Staple Gun Will Travel 
Alan) Blanchette, and some extra green signs. 

The start/finish point and the reception booths 
were scenes of frenzied activity for the whole day. 
The teams of helpers at the booths, organising 
and gently cajoling walkers, dogs, children, car 
drivers, VIPs, entertainers and the like, worked 
l ike Trojans! Tiredness seemed to disappear from 
the helpers, however, as news came of the ever 
increasing sum of money pledged by the walkers. 

Apart from the early vandalism, the lack of 
dr ink ing  water for dogs, and the traffic and 
walkers converging in Lay ham's Road, there were 
no real problems. The only casualty needing the 
work of the St John's Ambulance staff was when 
one of the entertainers, a Morris Dancer, slipped 
and damaged an ankle. All these 'problems' were 
taken on board and would be discussed at the Walk 
Committee's 'de-briefing meeting'. 

Eventually, the day of that first St Christopher's 
Fun Walk was nearly over, the last walkers had 
arrived back and their forms had been processed 
by the efficient teams in the booths. Incredibly, 
the provis iona l  sum of money p ledged was 
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nudging double the original £15,000 planned! 
£30,000!  It was beyond the Rotary Club's 

wildest dreams - it had been a truly memorable 
day. But, for some, the day wasn't yet over: Keston 
Common had to be cleared, the booths dismantled 
and the marquees 'de-tented', the latter job being 
carried out with great efficiency by members of 
Langley Park he lp ing the professionals from 
Masters Exhib i t ions  and Shows,  under  the 
watchful eye of the 'Foreman' overseeing all these 
dismantling operations - Peggy Sutherland! 

On the Bank Holiday Monday a group of the 
'Walk Team' walked each of the four routes (it 
was really an excuse for a lunchtime beer and a 
sandwich at The Greyhound). The teams split up 
and gathered in the signs that had been stapled to 
trees and posts and collected any rubbish. The 
teams were happy to report that only a few drinks 
cans and some walk notes had been retrieved. Not 
only had it been a fun and happy walk, but it had 
also been a clean and a litter-free walk! 

That first walk had created waves! Would the 
club do it again? Of course! What about all the 
effort? We were all tired but we were happy! It 
had been a fantastic day for all concerned. 

The Rotary Club of Langley Park received a 
special award later that year, at the 1120 District 
Conference  in Eastbourne ,  when  the then  
President, Dai Evans, received a 'Certificate of 
Special Achievement' from the District Governor, 
who said, 'I wish I had ariother dozen clubs l ike 
Langley Park in my Distr ict  - we could do 
anything!'  
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Mike Setchell summed up bis feelings 111 his 
year, which is repeated here, 

The big moment, the best of al l ,  came at the Walk 
Reception at Bromley Court Hotel, when I was 
pr i v i l eged  to be able to g ive Dame Cice ly  
Saunders not only a cheque for in excess of 
£29,000, but a hug! 

That was the first of the St Christopher's Charity 
Fun Walks, but there were more to come! 

The Second Fun Walk - 5 May 1991 
Following the tremendous success of the first walk, 
in Dai's year, the Fun Walk was again set for the 
early May Bank Holiday Sunday. 

Several improvements were made, based on the 
minor problems encountered during the first walk: 

• The loop of the B lue  and Orange walks 
around North Pole Lane and Layham's Road 
were dropped and a section through the Bridle 
Way connecting Jackass Lane to Furze Bottom 
was added. 

• The Green route was completely redesigned, 
with part of the walk meandering through the 
newly-opened Bromley Council's nature trail 
in Pad mall Wood - this was ideal, as a 'treasure 
hunt' could be added to entertain families with 
chi ldren on this particular part of the walk. 

• An extra section was added to the Blue Walk, 
skirting the vi l lage of Downe, and the loop 
near the per imeter of Biggin Hill airport 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

became an 'option' for the brave and tbe fit 
walkers. 

A proper 'halfway' marshal and rest point was 
established at the King's Arms in Leaves Green 
and the publican and his staff were ever 
helpful- over the following years this marshal 
point became known as 'Henry's Halfway 
House'. 

The marshals' arrival and briefing point was 
changed to the F i shpond ' s  car park off 
Westerham Road. This alternative site eased 
the congest ion at the start/f inish area,  
part icu lar ly  as the number  of marshals ,  
working in a morning and afternoon shift 
system, had more than doubled. 

Expanded briefing notes were prepared for 
the marsha l s  i n c l u d i n g  'Watch o u t  for 
dehydration among the walkers' ,  and 
'Remember our four-legged friends need rest 
and a drink as well'. 

Stil l drinks as an alternative to fizzy ones were 
available for walkers and water was provided 
for the four-legged entrants to the walk. 

Many improvements were made to the start 
area: Joan Evans, Viki Costa and a host of 
Langley Park's 'seamstresses' had created 
beautiful clown costumes (basically for the 
Langley Park Strollers) for the receptionists 
at the booths; others. wore own-provided 
outfits and were kitted out with colourful wigs 
and hats. 
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• The start/finish area was improved, with more 
tentage ,  more  en te r ta i nment ,  more  
refreshments . . .  and more fun! 

It was hoped during the planning stage of 'Walk 
Two' that 700 proposed walkers (an increase of 
250 on the previous year) would raise £40,000- 
plus for the refurbishment and decoration of the 
London Ward at the hospice. 

As in the previous year, everything had been 
planned with the precision the Rotary Club of 
Langley Park expected from David Stoneham and 
h i s  t eams ,  i n c l u d i n g  the r e v i s i o n s  and 
improvement s .  There  was,  however ,  one  
exception to all this: the weather! 

It was, without doubt, the coldest and wettest 
early May Bank Holiday Sunday that anyone can 
remember! At the start/finish area, those in the 
clowns' outfits froze, the marshals were frozen 
and soaked (except the Phillipses and the Jenners 
at Henry's Halfway House!). But, more important 
was the well-being of the walkers - they were not 
only frozen and soaked but also, as some areas of 
the walk had become a quagmire, covered from 
head to foot in mud!  Some had to be rescued by 
the back-up team of Chris, Grahame and Alan B! 

One of the walkers to be 'rescued', not without 
a fight, however, was the very brave Jim Hemsley 
of West Wickham, who was undertaking the Blue 
Walk on crutches for the second year! Jim was 
eventually persuaded to stop, as the combination 
of mud and rain finally beat his 'minders', but 
not h im!  
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At one point on a particularly bad spot on the 
Blue Walk, the Chief Marshal was accosted by a 
very mud-splattered, but cheerful, individual, 'Are 
you Chris, the Chief Marshal of this walk? ' ,  
enquired the walker. Receiving an affirmative 
answer to his question, he went on, 'Well! You 
ought to be ashamed of yourself! Did you write 
the marshals' briefing notes?'. Again he received 
a nod, 'Well, you instructed the marshals to watch 
out for dehydration!' The walker continued, 'What 
you should have written is "Watch out for signs 
of hypothermia!",  s h o u l d n ' t  you, you s i l l y  
sausage?!' . With a grin, he picked himself up and 
trudged off through the mire up the hill towards 
Leaves Green! 

The second St Christopher's Hospice Fun Walk 
raised a staggering £55,000, with £48,150 pledged 
on the day. Despite the appalling weather, over 
750 (bedraggled) walkers took part. 

As Dai said in the notes to his year, 

Langley Park were proud to say that the sum was 

the largest amount raised by one Rotary Club in 

the country. 

Dai thought it was nice that he got his photograph 
in the local paper - for all the good reasons! 

The Third Walk - 2 May 1993 

After the second successful Fun Walk a decision 
was made that it would take place on a biennial 
basis ,  therefore there was no walk in Derek 
Chapman's year as President of Langley Park. 
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In Henry Phil l ips' year the walk was, once 
again, held on the first Sunday in May, being the 
Bank Holiday Sunday. The weather stayed fine 
throughout the day, with the only light shower 
o c c u r r i n g  when  Peggy S u t h e r l a n d  was 
masterminding the marquee dismantling. 

Again  the  t h e m e  o f  the  w a l k  was the 
refurbishment of one of St Christopher's wards 
and a target of £75,000 was set for the day. Henry, 
needing no excuse for dressing up, walked the 
route dressed as a clown with the Mayor and the 
VIPs, including Peter Green, the District Governor, 
and his wife. As someone said en route, 'Who's 
that clown with the Mayor?' 

In fact, the DG and his wife enjoyed themselves 
so much that they changed their original plans and 
stayed for the whole day, helping out at the reception 
area with the members and wives of Langley Park. 

The final total for Walk Three? A staggering 
£100,000 plus was raised to refurbish the Rugby Ward. 

The Fourth Walk - 14 May 1995 
After a year's gap, Walk Four for St Christopher's 
Hospice was undertaken in John Gardner's year 
as President of Langley Park. 

St Christopher's were supposed, for that year, 
to have organised and run the event, taking the 
pressure  off C l u b  members  and wives and  
especially those out in the field, like David (Event 
Organiser), Grahame (Clerk of the Course), Alan 
B (Roving Trouble-Shooter-in-Chief) and Chris 
(Chief Marshal). 

The local Lion's Club were due to organise and 
provide marshals, but that just didn't happen, so 
Langley  Park aga in  bore  the b r u n t  of  the 
organisation and the effort, although the Bromley 
Sunrise Club helped out on the day. 

The usual, well-rehearsed team from Langley 
Park assembled on Keston Common on the 
Saturday of the weekend and helped David, Ted 
Tanner and the gang from Masters' Exhibition and 
Shows to set up the start/finish 'arch' and all the 
marquees and booths. The second team, as usual, 
split into groups and signed the four walks. 

Again, these signing gangs were well-rehearsed 
and capable, having helped to sign the route over 
the past two or three walks. However, the Chief 
M a r s h a l ,  l a te  on in the m o r n i n g  after  an 
exhausting session of signing around the course 
with Alan Blanchette, was dr iv ing south along 
Leaves Green Road towards Henry's Halfway 
House. He couldn't believe his eyes! There, at 
the junction of Ashmore Lane and Leaves Green 
Road (Blue and Orange Walks) no, he must be 
hal lucinating, there can't be ! Why are there 
walk signs on both sides of the main road (not in 
just one place), directing walkers to cross back and 
forth across Ashmore Lane? What was going on? 

It soon became obvious to the Chief Marshal 
what the problem was: two of Langley Park's 
'Senior Citizens', Dai Evans and John Barret (the 
blind leading the blind, perhapsi). Rather than sign 
from the small-scale map ·and Grahame's walk 
notes, this pair had decided to sign solely from 
the map (this being at a scale of approximately 

1 1 5  

Copyright 2000 - Langley Park Rotary Club



five miles to one inch), and the combined orange 
and blue route was marked in wide felt tip pen! 
Obviously,  the pa i r  had tr ied to fol low the ·  
'squiggles' on their A4-sized copy. Hence they had 
crossed the main road and side road several times! 

What a to-do! On the following day, the walkers 
would not only have to dodge in and out of the 
heavy traffic, but also be adept at practising a 
Conga, if this pair's signs were to be believed! 
The Chief Marshal got out of his car, gave them a 
friendly greeting and asked after their health! 
However, if John Barret is to be believed what 
happened was, 

Chris Ful ler got out of his car - we could see that 

he was under stress - and then came a mouthful 

of exp let ives  from the ' l i t t l e  m a n '  I  don ' t  
remember receiving such a 'rol locking' since I 

was sent before my headmaster 40-odd years 
before! 

The signs were quickly put right and, yes, Chris 
Fuller did (eventually) forgive the pair! 

Supported by the Rotary Club of Langley Park, 
their families and friends, President John Gardner 
was happy to present a final cheque in excess of 
£92,000 to St Christopher's Hospice. 

The Fifth Walk - 18 May 1997 
The fifth staging of the St Christopher's Hospice 
Fun Walk resulted in  a  record and staggering 
£119 ,000 being raised. 

Technically, the Walk organisation was now the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  St  C h r i s t o p h e r ' s ,  w i th  
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marsha l l ing the responsibility of the Bromley 
Sunrise Rotary Club. 

However, Langley Park rema ined  heav i l y  
i n v o l v e d ,  as d i d  Dav id  S t o n e h a m  and h i s  
organisation. Hadyn reprised his successful role 
as Master of Ceremonies (did anyone recognise 
him in that wig?), and Grahame Norris and Alan 
Blanchette spent most of the Sunday replenishing 
the marshal points . . .  and finding 'lost' groups of 
walkers. 

Audrey Fordham and Pam Gardner, together 
with the other wives, played a major role in the 
administration at the Start/Finish. 

Audrey Fordham and Pam Gardner: 
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President John Barret noted, 

The Langley Park Club was also well supported 

by District 1120,  with the attendance of DG Elect, 

Jeremy Voisey, and future DG, Alan Hooton, plus 

their ladies, together with the Lady Mayor and 
our local MP, Piers Merchant, who was later to 

receive a little more 'exposure' in the Local and 

National Press than he anticipated!! 

The Sixth Walk - 16 May 1999 

It was Sam Mcllrath's year as President of Langley 
Park and the sixth St Christopher's Charity Fun 

Walk took place on Sunday 16 May 1999.  
As in  1997 ,  the organisation was now the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  St  C h r i s t o p h e r ' s ,  w i th  
marsha l l i ng  the responsibi l ity of the Bromley 
Sunrise Rotary Club. 

David and the team from Masters Exhibitions 

and Shows, together with the volunteers from 
Langley Park (including Chris Fuller, ex-Stroller 
and, by then, first vice-president of the Rotary 
Club of Tynedale, Northumberland) set about the 
start/f in ish area and  the m a r q u e e s  on The  
Greyhound's forecourt. 

Teams from Langley Park and Bromley Sunrise 
went out to lay out the four routes as usual; the 
job of signing the outer reaches of the Blue Walk 
around Downe, Biggin Hil l  and the West Kent 
golf course was left to the intrepid trio of Grahame 
Norr is ,  Alan Blanchette and Chr is  Ful ler,  a l l  

astride their trusty mountain bikes. The morning 
was not without incident as Fuller fell over a sti le 

while carrying Scott Stoneham's mountain bike! 
Suffice to say, in that part of Keston/Downe there 
are now two named oak trees: the Wilberforce 
Oak and now Fuller's Oak! 

The day was fine and the organisation of the 
reception area was again in the capable hands of 

Sam, [aqui Lait (MP for Beckenham), J-Jady11 and S11sa1111e 
Doiodsu/ell (St Christopher's Organiser). 
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Doetinchem's Patisseries and Chef. 
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Audrey and Pam. Members' wives, partners and 
friends of Langley Park were joined by Eve Fuiler 
(another ex-Langley Park 'Stroller' and now a 
Rotarian from RC Tynedale in Northumberland), 
and hard work ensued throughout a long, but 
rewarding, day. 

The reception area was also aided by a party 
from the Rotary Club of Doetinchem-Oude Ijssel, 
there to help out and to 'learn the ropes' for a 
possible charity walk of their own. 

Sam was joined on the walk by the Mayor and 
the 1 1 2 0  District Governor, Alan Hooton (who 
had walked in 1997), and over 1000 walkers had 
a fine day out in the countryside in and around 
Keston and Leaves Green. 

Also participating were a group of youngsters, 
children of the members of the Rotary Club of 
Doetinchem, who had come over especially to take 
part in the walk. The group was resplendent in 
costumes depict ing Dutch cakes and pastries, 
complete with their own chef! 

In excess of £130,000 was pledged on the day 
for the St Christopher's refurbishment. 

Footnote to the St Christopher's Walks 
Six walks undertaken in the 10 years since May 
1990 !  And it a l l  started with David Stoneham 
accompanying Michael Setchel l  on the Rotary 
Club of the Pantiles walk! 

Over those six walks the members, wives and 
friends of the Rotary Club of Langley Park have 
been proud to have been associated with, and 
organised, an event where a grand total in excess 
of 5,500 walkers (over the six events) have walked 
more than 45,000 miles and raised over half a 
million pounds for St Christopher's hospice! 

David Stoneham was presented with the first 
Paul Harris Fellowship awarded by the Rotary 
Club of Langley Parle Fittingly, it was presented 
to David by Michael Setchell in July 1990. The 
award was made in recognition the incredible 
commun i ty  effort that Dav id  put  in to the 
organisation of the St Christopher's Hospice Fun 
Walk 1990. 

In 1997 the details of the St Christopher's Fun 
Walks together with some of the other charitable 
efforts of the Langley Park Rotary Club were 
combined into an entry for that year's RIBI Public 
Relations Trophy. 

So, what were the Walks organised for? It 
wasn't for the publicity or the pats on the back - 
although they are both very nice - it is all about 
fun, fellowship and commitment. As someone once 
said during that first St Christopher's Fun Walk, 

Everyone you meet is so blooming-well happy . . .  !  

It's l ike the Cup Final and the Last Night of the 
Proms all rolled in to one! 

Roll on 2001 and the next St Christopher's Fun Walk! 

1 1 9  

Copyright 2000 - Langley Park Rotary Club



-- 

Terry Gauntlett, Eesge Botma and Liz Stoneham, all suitably attired at the reception area, 1999. 
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN 

The Future of Langley Park 

YEAR TWENTY-SIX 
2000-1 A Twenty-Six-Year Apprenticeship! 

The President of the Rotary Club of Langley Park 

for the first year of the next quarter-century is 
DAVID CONNOLLY. 

David was a founder member of the Club and 
one of the earliest recruits of John Williams, so 
the cry must go out, 'About time, too: a twenty 
six-year apprenticeship is far too long!' The Rotary 
Club of Langley Park is therefore in safe hands 
for the start of the next 'quartile', as he has been 
chairman of most of the various committees within 

the Club. 

Looking Back . . .  

One of David's earliest jobs within the Club was 
as C h a i r m a n  of the  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  
commi t t ee ,  and i t  was under  h im that the 
committee carried out the club's first project. This 
was in March 1977 and was entitled 'Typewriters 
for the Disabled ' .  A portable typewriter was 
donated  and presented to a Miss  Bever l ey  
Templeton of Mottinghan. She was 19 years old 
at the time and she had been disabled on her right 

s ide  s ince the age of six months ,  when she 
contracted Polio. 

Another of David's early Community attempts 
was to try and combine  two pro jec t s :  the 
involvement of young community offenders with 
a p ro j ec t  to decorate  and re furb i sh  the  
prefabricated classrooms for the Partial Hearing 
Unit at Darrick Wood School. David successfully 
negotiated that the Club could have some of the 
community service offenders carry out the work, 
as long as there was a one-to-one match with 

Langley Park members. David recalls that work: 

I had a good response from members, but, two 
days before we were due to start work over a 
weekend, I was contacted by Bromley Council 
to say that, unfortunately, the Unions and the 
Council would not a l low us to have the young 
offenders  on the premises  . . .  therefore o u r  
workforce-was cut in half! 

The Langley Park members  managed to 
accommodate most of the work over the weekend, 
the remaining work eventually being carried out 
by the school staff. David contines, 
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I have a feeling that members of Langley Park 

were carrying out real 'Service above Self ' ,  as I 

am sure not all of them were particularly keen 

on decorating! 

Another early project of Langley Park was to adopt 
Bromley Council's scheme for tree planting in the 
Borough to improve the green image of the area. 
Langley Park members paid for a tree to be planted 
in Kelsey Park - it is still growing! David says, 

The tree is a Ginko tree and it should have a 

plaque in front of it indicating the fact that we 

donated the tree. 

Looking Forward . . .  

The Rotary Club of Langley Park wish David and 
Undine a happy and successful 2000-1. 

YEAR TWENTY-SEVEN 

2001-2 Is this a Thespian I see before Me? 

Will TIM PEARCE find time between publishing, 
directing and acting? The answer to that question 
will be a resounding yes! 

The old saying, 'ask a busy man . . .  '  comes to 
mind for Tim, and year twenty-seven will be 
another good year in the history of Langley Parle 

One wonders  what is in store for the 
membership . . .  Will Tim and Vicky persuade all 
members, wives and partners to 'tread the boards' 
in his presidential year? Will all appear in a 
Shakespearean comedy or tragedy? Will everyone 
fit into the front garden of Normanhurst? 
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Finally, will Tim and Vicky have to get a bigger 
Matchbox, especially as they are expecting their 
first child in February 2001?  

Whatever happens in 2001-2 the Club will be 
in safe hands. 

YEAR TWENTY-EIGHT 

2002-3 Didn't He do the Sand Dance 
Once? 

Following Tim will be GRAHAME NORRIS (or 
Graham with-an- 'E') and, as the old chestnut from 
the army report goes, 'his troops will follow him 
anywhere on earth . . .  just to see where he leads 
them!' Only joking, Grahame . . .  Honest! 

Looking into a crystal ball, though, will inform 
members that Grahame's year will be fabulous and 
fun-packed! There should be plenty of golf in the 
year, too! 

Grahame will be retiring at Christmas 2000 and 
will have plenty of time to 'gee' up Langley Park 
to ever greater efforts. 

Will the members recognise Grahame, though? 
Will he be dressed for the Sand-dance? Or one of 
those Shakespearean Mechanicals? Or a Lion? Or 
did he forget he was once dressed as an elephant? 
Or the Matador who 'blighted his life'? Or maybe 
a Sunflower? Or maybe even cross-dressing as 
'Carmen'? Who Knows? Whatever will he do 
next? 

What club members will know, however wi l l  
be, as someone once said, 'That'll be nice!' 

Another good year . . .  !  
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After That . . .  ?  

Whoever takes on the mantle of 'VP', then ' 

President Elect', then 'President', will be Number 

One at a fabulous Rotary Club . . .  there is only 

one Langley Park! 
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APPENDIX ONE 

Langley Path's Membership in the Year 2000 

ARTHUR & Sc11-1-A ASHDOWN 

Arthur was born 29 March 1939 .  He joined Rotary in · 1985, 

having been introduced by David Stoneham. He became Club 
Secretary in 1 9 87  and served in that capacity until · 1992. He was 

Club President in the year 1993-4. 

Arthur's working career was spent in Local Government Service 
and, although he took early retirement in 1990, he currently works 
part-time in the Housing Department of Greenwich Counci l .  

He enjoys most sports, although back problems preclude him 
from continuing to play squash; he plays racquetball, and enjoys 
playing golf. He was Honorary Secretary of Club 36 Golf Society 
and wil l  be Captain in 2001 .  He also lists DIY and travel among 
h i s  interests and has participated in  several Rotary group 

fcl lowsh i p exchanges. 
Scil la is also keen on sport, notably squash, badminton and 

swimming, but gardening is high on her list, too. She works for 

Sport England at Crystal Palace. 
Arthur and Sci I la have two children, Gi l l ian and Martin. they 

have two grandsons, Matthew and Daniel. 

]01-/N & ]ANt.T BARR.ET 

John was born 1 2  October 1936.  He joined Rotary in · 1990, having 
been introduced by Patrick Hilderly. He was Club President in 

1996-7. 

John was joint managing director and partner of a hardwood 
agency company and often travelled to Africa, particularly Ghana. 
He is now retired and works part-time as a consultant. 

John's interests include golf, rugby (union), tropical fish, model 
mak ing and classical music/opera. He acts as under-gardener if 

124 

pressed! 
Janet has just retired as a local magistrate and was for many 

years a volunteer nurse at Saint Christopher's Hospice. Her leisure 
interests i n c l u d e  water-colour pa int ing ,  f lower -arranging,  

gardening, reading and crafts generally. 
John and Janet were married in Ju ly 1 960 and have three 

children, twins Phil ip and Andrew, and a daughter Kate. They 
have five grandchildren, David, Stephanie, A lex is, Robert and Ben. 

ALAN c,� GWIW\ BLANCHETTE 

Alan was born 1 6  June J 943. He jo ined Rotary in 1 9 89  and was 
introduced by Chris Fuller and Ken Figg (who was then a member 
of Croydon East Rotary Club). 
Alan is an electrical engineer and is managing director of a small 
electrical contracting company, specialising in IT and industrial 

installations. 
Despite long working hours, Alan en joys underwater rugby, scuba 
diving and golf. He also enjoys collecting antiques and visiting 

their second home in Lanzarote. 
Gloria is involved in the mail order business and, apart from 
running the fam i ly home, enjoys holidays, socialising and watching 
TV quiz games, particularly Countdown. 

A lan and G loria were married in 1969 and have one daughter, 

Jul ie .  

Douc & ]AcK11:. BRIGGS 

Doug was born l O June 1933 .  He is a founder member of the 
Club and was President in the year · 1981-2. He is currently serving 
his third term as Club Secretary, having previously held that post 

Copyright 2000 - Langley Park Rotary Club



from 1977-80 and again from 1984-7. 

By profession, he is a consulting structural engineer andwas  

the senior partner in the engineering practice he founded in 1965 

unti l  his retirement in 'I 996. 

Doug's main hobby is Rotary, but both Doug and Jackie enjoy 

good food and wine and holidaying in far away places. 

Jackie enjoys scuba diving, gardening and needlework. She is 

an active member of the West Wickham Sub-Aqua Club and dives 

around the British coast and more exotic places when on holiday. 

Doug enjoys watching Jackie gardening and has been known to 

drive her to the Garden Centre on occasions. 

Doug and Jackie have had four chi ldren: Clive (who sadly died 

in 1994), Alexandra, Bruce and Victoria. 

PETER & HAMIDEH BURKE 

Peter was born 28 March · 1948. He joined Rotary in 1991. His 

sponsor and eventual proposer was Michael Setchell. 

Peter is a Chartered Certified Accountant and runs his own 

accountancy practice in Croydon. He is also a founder member 

of a national group of independent accountancy practices which 

was established to provide a network of skills for local 'hands 

on' professionals to service their clients. 

Peter aspires to be the 'complete' man (ie to know a little about 

everything and a lot about nothing) but, in particular, enjoys 

reading, sports and music. 

Hamideh was born in Iran, has lived in Europe since 1976, 

but maintains regular contact with a large extended family who 

are scattered around Iran and most other countries of the World. 

She manages to combine running the family home with various 

part-time jobs, not includ ing mon itor ing the ch i ldren 's homework. 

Peter and Har n ideh were marr ied in  · 1 98 1  and the ir two 

ch i ldren are Leila and Scan. 

DAVID & UNO/NE CONNOLLY 

David was born 1 6  March 1948 .  He is a founder member of the 

C lub and, hav ing chaired various Club committees over the years, 

and is currently Pres ident of the Club. 

He is a Chartered Surveyor in general practice and has been 

the sole principal of his own consultancy since · 1973. 

His leisure interests revolve round the family, the home and 

the garden. He also enjoys l isten ing to music. He is a Trustee and 

the Company Secretary of a local char itable organisation for the 

support of local people with hearing d iff icult ies. 

Undine is fu l ly occupied with running the home, the garden 

and the family, but also finds t ime to enjoy growing cacti and 

collecting antiques. 

D avid and Und ine were marr ied i n 1969 and have three 

ch i ldren, Sarah, N icholas and Caroline. They have one grandson. 

JERRY & BRENDA COPE 

Jerry was born 9 September 1936.  He joined Langley Park in 

July · 1982 after many years as a member of our Mother-Club, 
Beckenham, where he was President in 1978-9. 

He is an accountant/company secretary by tra in ing and spent 

most of his work ing life in the paper trade and the retail motor 

trade. Jerry retired in ' 1996 and now operates as a business 

consu ltant. 

jerry's leisure interests include ph i lately, photography and 

comput ing, and he is part icularly  know ledgeab le on postage 

stamps with a Rotary connection. 

Brenda, is now retired from her position as manager of the 

Social Services Department of a local authority, and lists gardening, 
sewing, walking and antiques among her leisure interests. 

Jerry met and married Brenda in · 1994, after the unt i mely  death 

of his first wife, Cynth i a ,  in 1 9 9 0 .  They have four ch i ldren 

between them from their earl ier marriages, Douglas, Catherine, 

Diana and Laura. They also share seven grandch i ldren, Ryan, Lia, 
twins N icholas and Christopher, Rachel, Lauren and Alexander. 

GEIUIY & VIKI COSTA 

Gerry was born I November 1937. He joined the Rotary Club of 

Stepney in the City of London in 1977, following on from his 

t ime in Camberwell Round Table, and was President of Stepney 

in 1986-7. He transferred to Lang.ley Park in 1990, where he 

was already well-known to our past Round Table members. He 

was proud to be Langley Park's first non- Br it ish ' E l Prcsidenrc' 

for 1997-8. 
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Gerry is a Director of a Fruit Importers, which allows him to 

travel extensively, but modern technology enables him to keep 

commuting to a mini111u111 and still keep his finger on the pulse 

from their new home in the Kent countryside. 

Gerry enjoys 'doing things' around the house and garden and 

enjoys watching football and playing (sorry working} the Internet. 

Viki is a consummate 'homemaker"; she enjoys the countryside, 

their garden and her animals, and is always looking to improve 

the i r  home,  from sewing to decorating. Vik i  a lso enjoys 

entertaining at home. 

Gerry and Viki were married in 1960 and have two children, 

Janine and Marcel. 

STANLEY & ANN CUMMINGS 

Stanley was born 25 August 1944. He joined Rotary in · 1997 

having been introduced by Dai Evans. He was a founder member 

of Farnborough Round Table. 

Stanley is an accountant by profession and was head of finance 

for the Woolwich Bui ld ing Society unti l  raking early retirement 

in 1997. 

He is now a director of a small bui ld ing society and a self 

employed financial consultant. 

He retains his interest in Round Table through 4 1  Club and 

also enjoys golf and keeping fit. 

Ann is a teacher and works at Langley Park School for Girls. In 

her leisure time she participates in the activities of her Tangent 

Club (The Club for wives of 41 Club 111e111bers} and also enjoys 

the theatre and 'keep fit'. 

Stanley and Ann have two children, Stuart and Suzanne. 

]Ol·IN & BEUYL DANCE 

John was born 8 April 1934. He was introduced to Rotary by 

Ralph Larnpard and became a member in May 1 9 8 1 .  He has 

become the Club's virtual ly permanent Speakers' Secretary. 

John's working l ife was spent in high street banking with 

Barclays Bank, from where he rook early retirement in · 1987. He 

is currently working as office manager for a firm specialising in 

designing and producing websites on the Internet for companies. 

1 2 6  

John enjoys music, DIY, gardening and swimm ing. 

Beryl has a full-time job looking after John and their three 

sons still at home, bur st i l l  finds rime to try out ladies' hairdressing 

on her friends and neighbours and to help John with the gardening 

and decorating. 

John and Beryl were married in 1961  and have four sons, Kevin, 

Richard, Martin and Keith. 

HADYN & }ILL DAVID 

Hadyn was born 1 2  March l 939. He joined the Club in March 

1979, having been introduced by Ja111es P itt-Payne, and was 

President of the Club in ' 1984-5. 

He is London area manager of a company se l l ing specialised 

catering equipment to the fish and chip trade. He has recently 

taken on the role of a professional toastmaster, a role he has 

performed many t imes prev ious ly  on an honorary basis, 

particu larly for Club events. 

Hadyn considers himself a true European, being a Welshman 

l iving in England, spending much of his business life in Ireland, 

with a holiday home in Portugal, which is managed by a Dutchman 

and often let to Germans. 

His leisure interests include model railways and golf. 

J i l l  was a medical Receptionist/Secretary working for James 

P itt-Payne, but has now retired. In her spare time she enjoys 

knitting and doing crosswords, provided that the grandchildren 

are not around. 

Hadyn and J i l l  were married in 196' 1  and have a son, Nicholas, 

and a daughter, Joanne. they have three grandchildren, Danielle, 

Nathan and Rhiannon .  

MICHAEL DOWNING 

M ichael was born 26 December 1960. He joined Langley Park in 

December · 1992, having been introduced by Tim Pearce. 

After many years as a valuations surveyor with the Abbey 

Nationa l Bui lding Society, Michael set up his own practice, MJD 

Surveying, offering residential surveys, va luations, design and 

refurbishment services. 

M ichael is an enthusiastic amateur thespian and is Chairman 
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and Arrisric Direcror of The Matchbox Theatre, where he is 

involved in acting, direcring and designing sers. 

Michael describes his marital srarus as happily divorced, no 

children and no pets! 

MARTIN & ANN DURMAN 

Marrin was born 21 May l 932. Marrin, who is a Soliciror, joined 

Rotary in · 1976, having been inrroduced by his partner ar Willia111s 

& Willia111s (now Leigh Willia111s), John Willia111s. He was club 

President in 1982-3. 

He rer ired from the parrnersh ip in . June 1997 .  He was 

appoinred a Deputy Judge in 199· 1  and now works part-time in 

that capaciry. 

Marrin enjoys walking, sai l ing, swimming and cookery. 

Ann has also rerired from being a secrerary wirh the Leigh 

Will iams Partnership. She shares Martin's interests in swimrnmg, 

sailing and walking and also enjoys reading. 

Marrin and Ann were married in 1955 and have four chi ldren, 

S r e p h e n ,  N i g e l ,  Pet er a n d  Teresa. They  a l s o  have s ix  

grandchildren. 

DAVID (DAI) & JOAN EVANS 

Dai was born 22 Apri l  1938 .  He was inrroduced ro Langley Park 

by David Stoneham in · 1981 and was Presidenr in · 1990-1 .  

Dai is a materials handling consulranr. 

For relaxation, he plays golf and rennis and enjoys foreign 

travel. 

Joan keeps fully occupied running the fam i ly home, parricularly 

as none of the children have yet flown the nest, but st i l l  finds 

rime for amateur dramatics (she has produced all three shows of 

the Langlev Park Srro l lers and is a 111e111ber of The Matchbox 

Theatre), keep-fir and reading. 

Dai and Joan were married in · 1968 and have rhree chi ldren, 

Kirsten, Nicholas and Annabel. 

KEN & VALERIE FIGG 

Ken was born 25 December 1943.  He was formally a 111e111ber of 

Croydon Easr Rotary C lub, bur was introduced ro Langley Park 

by A lan Blanchette, whom he has known for nearly 30 years. 

He was born locally in Stone Park Marerniry Hospira! and, as 

a youngster, played foorball for the famous Beckenharn amateur 

ream, Caror Rovers, who once played a Chelsea ream in rhe FA 

Yourh Cup. Unfortunately, thanks ro Ron Harris & Co, Chelsea 

won 8-0. Schooldays were spenr ar Beckenharn Technical School. 

Ken is the founder and managing director of Spa Windows 

which provides replacement doors and windows ro both the 

residential and commercial sector. 

When rime allows he, allegedly, plays an indifferenr ga111e of 

golf and enjoys walking in rural England, preferably with frequent 

srops at local hosrelries. 

Valerie is also much involved in rhe family business, running 

rhe office and keeping an eye on Ken and the computer. Ar home, 

Valerie enjoys looking after rhe garden. 

Ken and Valerie were married in J 968 and have two daughters, 

Jul ier and Michelle. 

KE/Tl·/ & AUDREY FORDHAM 

Keith was born 1 9  September 1928. He joined Rotary in 1981  

having been introduced by Ken Trice. He was Presidenr in · 1988- 

9 and was Club Secretary from 1992-8. 

H i s  working life has been spent in the flooring industry, much 

of ir as director of his own company from which he rerired in 

1996.  

Now with theoretically more leisure rime, he is kept busy in 

the garden and attends cookery classes (with Marrin Durmau). 

He is also learning ro play the electronic organ. He enjoys lisrening 

to classical music and regularly organises trips ro rhe Festival Hal l  

for 111e111bers of the C lub .  

Audrey has now also retired from being a medical laboratory 

rechnician and shares Keith's interest in gardening and classical 

music. She also enjoys sewing and reading. 

Keirh and Audrey were married in · 1953 and have two children, 

Lesley and Richard. They have rwo grandchildren, Suzanne and 

David. 

Keirh was awarded a Paul Harris Fel lowship in 1999  in 

recognirion of his co111111ir111enr and his incredible hard work for 

the Rotary C lub of Langley Park. 
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ALAN & MAUREEN FREEMAN 

Alan was born 8 April 'I 935. He was introduced to Rotary by 
Founder-President John Will iams, whom he has known since 
schooldays. He was Club President in 1983-4 and President for 
three years of the International Rotary Fellowship 'Cycling to 

Serve' From 1998-2000. 

Alan is a Chartered Quantity Surveyor and, since 'I 990, has 
operated his own consultancy practice with involvement in a wide 

variety of construction projects. 
Since first doing a sponsored cycle ride for Doerinchem Oude 

!Jssel's 'Project Muthale' in 'I 982, he has become a 'born again' 
cyclist and participates in all the events of the Fellowship 'Cycling 
to Serve'. He is also an enthusiastic if somewhat indifferent golfer. 

Maureen, in addit ion to running the family home, helps 
daughter Karen with the horses and works part-time for son Guy 
in his electrical goods shop. If she has any spare time, Maureen 
also enjoys reading, gardening and the theatre. 

Alan and Maureen were married in · 1 9 5 7  and have a son, Guy, 
and a daughter, Karen. They have two grand-daughters, A111ie 

and Carris. 
In September 'I 993, Alan was presented with a Paul Harris 

Fellowship for all his years of work, cornmirmenr and miles cycled 
and travel led in  h is  invo lvement  with the Rotary Cyc l ing 

Fellowship . 

JOHN & P11M GAJWNER 

John was born on 10  April 1939. He joined Langley Park in I 987, 

having previously been a 111e111ber of Croydon East for three years. 

He was introduced to Lang ley Park by Hadyn David and was 
President of the Club in 1994-5. 

John runs his own bus iness ,  manage rnenr and f inanc ial  
consultancy which a ims to help businesses with problems relating 

to strategy and finance. 
John lists his interests as his fam i ly and (when he has rime) 

golf. 
Pam devotes her rime to the home and the garden. She enjoys 

entertaining friends and listening to classical music. She can also 
sometimes be found in her workshop making items of jewellery 

128 

for friends and family and is studying to become a reflexologist. 
John and Pa111 were married in ' 1 96 ]  and have one son, 

Christopher. 

TERRY GAUNTLETT 

Terry was born 5 June · 1933. He is a Founder member of the 
Club and was President in 1977-8. 

Terry trained as a solicitor and, after some years working for a 
Governmeur department, he was invited by John Willia111s to join 
the sol icitor's practice of W i l l ia 111s & W i l l ia 111s (now Leigh 
Willia111s), fro111 which he retired in · 1998. 

Terry's 111ai11 loves are singing and acting and has been a member 

of West Wickham Operatic Society since boyhood, with which he 
has performed many leading and supporting roles and also 

directed many productions. 
Terry and Anita (who sadly died following a long illness in 

' 1997) were married in 1958 and have three sons, Jeremy, and 
twins Richard and Kevin. 

ROBIN & BRENDA HAZELTON 

Robin was born 25 May J 938. He is a Founder 111e111ber of the 
Club and was President in ' 1985-6. 

Robin tra ined as a a chemist and spent his working life with 
the Wellco111e Foundation (now Glaxo-wellcornc), from where 
he took early retirement from his position as Site Manager in 

1995 .  

His leisure interests include music, theatre, golf and gardening. 

He is a governor of a local junior school and was Captain of 
Broke Hi l l  Golf C lub during 1998 .  

Brenda shares Robin's interests in music, the theatre and golf 
and also en joys danc ing .  Both p lay an act ive part in  the 
productions of West Wickham Operatic Society. 

Robin and Brenda were married in 1963.  

Pl-I/Lil' 6� CYNTHA HOLMES 

Phi l ip was born 8 November 1947. He was introduced to Langley 

Park by Henry Phi l l ips and was inducted on 30 March 1998 .  

Phil ip has his own business specialising in wholesale bakery 
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supplies, while Cyndy is a personal assistant to one of the senior 

partners in a London-based chartered accountancy practice: 

In his leisure hours Ph i l ip  enjoys sub aqua diving and is a 

founder member and diving officer for a local Club. For relaxation 

he swims at Crystal Palace as well as picture framing and DIY. 

Cyndy's spare rime is either taken up with the garden or raking 

part in water aerobics. 

He has been married to Cyndy for thirty-two years and they 

have two children, Lee and Sarah. 

Roese & S1-1E1tA HUMPHREY 

Roger was born 23 December 1 9 3 1 .  He joined Rotary in J 992, 

having been introduced by two Rotarian friends from Clubs in 

Hirchin and Mi l l  H i l l .  

Apart from two year's National Service with the Royal Air 

Force, most of Roger's working life was spent with the Bank of 

England, from where he retired in 1995.  

Since reriring he says he has more time to enjoy his leisure 

interests, particularly golf. He also enjoys an annual ski ing holiday 

and travel. 

Sheila is a print buyer for the marketing department of the 

largest department store group in the UK. Sheila shares Roger's 

interest in golf (both are members of Broke Hi l l  Golf Club) and 

ski ing. She also enjoys poetry and improving her French. 

Roger and Shei la have three chi ldren, Samantha, Tiffany and 

Craig. 

Grn1n' & ANNIE HYNDS 

Gerry was born 29 Apri l  1 9 3 7 .  He is another  product of 

Camberwell Round Table and was introduced to Rotary by Hadyn 

David in 1980.  

Gerry was the Managing Director and major shareholder of a 

company manufacturing and distributing elastomer coated fabrics 

i n ternat iona l l y  for the nuclear energy and petro-che mical 

industries. Following the sale of the company to an American 

company in the 90, Gerry fulfi l led his five-year contract and then 

retired. 

His leisure interests include golf, music and travel. 

Annie is French and comes from a village near Tours in the 

Loi re Valley. 

She was the head of the research and information department 

of an American merchant bank and retired in June 2000. In her 

spare time Annie enjoys music, rhe theatre and literature. 

Gerry mer Annie when she was rhe French reacher and he was 

a mature student. 

IAN]AMES 

Ian was born 14 April "J 948. H is association with Rotary began 

at an early age as his father, Don, was a member and Past-President 

of the Westerham Club. His mother, Cath, is also a member and 

Past-President of Wesrerham Inner Wheel. In 1983 ,  a former 

Westerham member who had become a member of the London 

Club introduced Ian to that Club. In 1989 his work became home 

based and he was introduced to Catford Rotary Club by Arthur 

Frazer, a f r iend from Beckenharn  Squash C lub .  Bus iness  

comm itments began to preclude him from attending lunchtime 

meetings and so, in 1995, he joined Langley Park, being introduced 

by Arthur Ashdown. 

Ian is an informa t ion technology consu ltant  and works 

primari ly as an advisor to the UK government, mainly advising 

on strategic and policy roles. His work rakes him al l  over the UK 

and occasionally abroad. 

Ian enjoys squash and scuba div ing (but only in warm water) 

and snooker and pool (rather badly !). He also enjoys wining and 

dining . 

Ian has two children, Charlotte and David. 

PHIL/I' & FRANCES JONES 

Phil ip was born 29 May 1947 .  He joined Rotary in 1988 ,  having 

been introduced by his cousin, Alan Freeman. 

Phi l ip  is the Chief Accountant for a private Swiss Merchant 

Bank. 

H i s  main leisure interest is golf and he is a member of 

Eden bridge Golf Club. He is a past Captain of C lub 36 Golf Society. 

Frances is primari ly a housewife but also works part-time at 

Sainsbury's and with the elderly. 
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Phi l ip and Frances were married in ·1974 and have two children, 

Ian and Angela. 

Cvnu. e- CA!WUNE KJELDSEN 

Cyril was born 1 9  October 1953 .  He joined Rotary in 1980  being 

another introduction by Founder-President John Wil l iams. 

Cyril's early career was with the Anglia Bui ld ing Society (later 

merged with the Nationwide), but in · 1987 he started his own 

insurance and mortgage consultancy and has offices in Bromley. 

Cyri l 's interests are golf, music and the family. He is also a 

Morris Minor enthusiast and family holidays arc often spent on 

Morris Minor Rall ies. 

Now that the children arc older, Caroline has returned to 

teaching and teaches at Marian Vian School. Her interests include 

music, making jewellery and, of course, her family. 

Cyri l  and Caroline were married in · 1976 and their three 

chi ldren are Samuel, Thomas and Hannah. 

RALi'// & BETTY LAMPARD 

Ralph was born 4th July 1933 .  He is a Founder-member of Langley 

Park Rotary Club. 

Ralph is a Master baker and Co-Director with his brother of 

the family bakery started by his father. 

For leisure pursuits, Ralph enjoys snooker (where he has had 

many successes in Rotary competitions with partner Bi l l  Leigh), 

gardening, and jazz. 

Following heart surgery in :I 982 and ] 994, Betty is back to 

more like her old self, hut has retired from her job as secretary. 

However ,  she is s t i l l  kept  busy h e l p i n g  R a l p h  with the 

administration side of the business and running the family home. 

Ralph and Betty were married in l 971 and have two sons, 

Alan and John. 

WILLIAM (BILL) & MAIO' LEIGH 

Bi l l  was born 15 September 1934. He joined Rotary in 1979, 

being introduced by his friends from Pcnge Round Table days, 

Patrick Hi ldcr ly and Alan Freeman. 

B i l l  trained as a production engineer but changed mid-career 

1 3 0  

to personnel management. His working life was spent with the 

Mullard Division of Phi l l ips Industries PLC and he retired in · 1 99 1 .  

Bi l l  is another of the Club's ex-patriot Welshman but unl ike 

his compatriots Hadyn David and Dai Evans, he still retains his 

strong accent and could easily be taken for Sir Harry Secombc. In 

his leisure hours Bi l l  enjoys snooker and bowls. 

Mary has also retired from her secretarial post with British 

Gas and, in spite of having the problem of keeping Bi l l  under 

contro l, still finds time for sewing, knitt ing and gardening. She 

also enjoys helping our with the five grandchildren. 

Bi l l  and Mary were married in 1956, coincidentally on the 

same day as Eric and Brenda Sm ith, and have two daughters, 

Karen, and Janice. They have four grandsons and one grand 

daughter. 

HOWIAIW & MA!lJOlllE MARSH 

Howard was born 27 May 1937. He joined Rotary in March 

· 1995, having final ly been persuaded as to what he was missing 

by fellow past Penge Tablers, Eric Sm i th, Bi l l  Leigh and Alan 

Freeman. 

Howard's working career has always been associated with sales 

and marketing side of the building industry and for the past 25 

years he has been associated with the timber treatment side of 

the industry. In 1989 he led a management buy-out of the Peter 

Cox Group and was managing director until they were sold to an 

American Company in · 1994_ He is currently joint owner and 

joint managing director of Tirnberwise (UK) pie. 

Howard's main sport was squash. Sadly, this was curtailed when 

rheumatoid arthrit is was diagnosed, however, he st i l l  keeps 

reasonably fit by swimm ing a m i l e  every week. He is also involved 

with 'Food for Croydon Homeless' and Howard is very proud 

of, and l ikes to spend as much t ime as poss ib le  with ,  his  

grandchildren. He is also a school governor. 

Marjorie is a State Registered Nurse but retired in 1996 from 

her position as schools nurse with the Croydon Community Trust. 

Apart from keeping Howard on the straight and narrow (well, 

most of the time), she stil l finds time and energy to be a governor 

of three schools, chairman of the local branch of 'Save the Children 
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Fund' and manages to keep their large garden ship-shape and 

spend rime with the grandchildren. 

Howard and Marjorie were married in 1962 and have two 

chi ldren, Christopher and Nicola. They have five grandchildren. 

DAVID & SuE MASTERS 

David was born 1 August 1940. He became a member of Langley 

Park Rotary Club in December · 1 98 1 ,  having been introduced by 

Founder Pres ident John Wi l l i ams .  He has been the Club's 

Honorary Treasurer since 1984 .  

David is a senior partner in a City firm of chartered accountants 

and specialises in helping family businesses, but is open to offers. 

He is a snooker addict and talks a better ga111e of golf than he 

plays. He enjoys walking, bird-watching (the feathered variety, 

he tells us!) and the countryside generally. He and Sue are both 

111e111bers of the National Trust and the RSPB. 

In addition to running the family home, Sue is an editor with 

the Bromley Cassette, the talking newspaper for the bl ind, and 

has numerous  other  interests i n c l u d i n g  ca l l i g raphy  and  

aromatherapy, 

David and Sue were married in ] 968 and have one son, To111. 

SAM McILRATH 

Sa111 was born 2 November 1930. He was introduced to the Club 

by Robin Hazelton and became a 111e111ber in May · 1976. Sam was 

Club President in 1998-9. 

Sam's working life has been in the clothing industry, specialising 

in knitwear and he retired from Aquascuturn Ltd in 1995, where 

he had been responsible for contracting and design/buying of 

knitwear and knitted fabrics. This also involved h im in travell ing 

extensively throughout the UK and Europe. 

Sam is a member of IX/est Wickham Operatic Society and enjoys 

mus ic,  walk ing,  swimming,  working out and travel. He is 

particularly fond of Cyprus where he visits at least three times a 

year. He has probably made more visits to overseas Rotary Clubs 

than anyone else in the Club. He also takes a keen interest in 

local and national politics . 

GARY & JANE NICHOL 

Gary was born 1 March · 1 96 1 .  He was introduced to the Club by 

Hadyn David and became a member in ] 994. 

Gary's working life has been main ly associated with retail 

selling, particu larly audio-visua l goods and domestic appliances. 

He is managing director of A 2 Z E lectronics. 

Gary's main interests apart from his family are golf and sporty 

cars (he seems to change cars more than most of us have hot 

dinners) . 

Gary and Jane have two children :  Thomas and Elle. 

GRAHAME NORRIS 

Grahame was born 1 7  July 1942. He joined Rotary in 1985 and 

is another product of Carnberwell Round table. He was introduced 

by his brother-in-law, Hadyn David. 

Grahame is a tra ining and development 111anager with Coca 

Cola/Schweppes, but is looking forward to retirement at Christmas 

2000, as he says work interferes with his leisure pursuits. 

He enjoys arnareur dramatics and is now actively involved with 

The Matchbox Theatre. He enjoys most types of good music, 

gardening and golf. 

Grahame has two children, daughter Francine and son, Richard. 

TIM & V1CTOlllA PEARCE 

Ti111 was born 29 May 1 9 5 "1.  He joined Rotary in 1990 having 

been introduced by his father-in-law, Founder President John 

W i l l iams. 

Tim was born in Hounslow, Middlesex and studied American 

literature for his BA and Shakespeare for his MA, before starting 

his career in book publishing production. 

He married Vicky, who is a graphic designer in I 988, and in 

1 9 8 9  they set up the i r  own pr in t  product ion and design 

consultancy, Paperweight. 

They share a love of the theatre and are both heavily committed 

to amateur drama with a local company, The Matchbox Theatre. 

Their family currently consists ·of Pol lyanna ,  the standard 

poodle, two ginger cats and four ginger kittens (Georgia got out!). 

There must be something in the water, because Vicky is expecting 

13 1  
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their (wholly-unexpected) first child in February 2001 ! 

If he has any spare time, Tim enjoys a very occasional game of 

golf and attempts to stay fit by running. 

HENRY & MAU/lEEN PHILLIPS 

Henry was born 24 May 1945. He joined Rotary in January 1 9 8 1  

being yet another member introduced by Founder President John 

Will iams. Henry was Club President in 1992-93. 

When Henry first joined Rotary, his classification was 'Grocery 

- Retail'. In · 1982 he sold that business and became a director of 

a company supplying and installing replacement windows. Since 

· 1990 he has been a director of a company manufacturing and 

insta l l ing  insect screens, part icu lar ly  for local  and central 

government departments. 

His leisure activities revolve around the garden and the golf course. 

Maureen is a credit controller with an insurance broker in 

Bromley. In her leisure hours she enjoys crochet and spending 

rime with the grandchildren. 

Henry and Maureen were married in 1965 and have a son, 

Neil, and a daughter, Kerrie. They have two grandchildren, Ashley 

and Tommy. 

Bil/AN & JOAN READ 

Brian was born 24 July 1939.  He was introduced to Langley Park 

John Gardner whom he has known since schooldays, and was 

inducted in July 1996.  

Brian is a musician specialising in electronic keyboards and 

organs and works as an assistant manager for a local organ and 

keyboard retailer during the clay. On many evenings he plays piano 

for a local Dixieland Jazz Band. 

Any leisure time he has, he enjoys making motorcycle trips 

and playing the odd game of golf (very odd!). 

Joan is a full-rime housewife and grandmother and, when she 

is nor busy keeping Brian in check, enjoys visiting National Trust 

properties, gardening, walking and crafts. She is also a Mothers 

Union branch leader and a helper with 'The Springpark Project'. 

Brian and Joan were married in September 1963 and have two 

daughters, Alyson and Julia. They have one grandson, Liam. 
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MICHAEL & MARY SETCHELL 

Michael was born 22 March ·1944_ He joined Rotary in 1984 

having been introduced by Peter S immonds.  He was Club 

President in J 989-90 and was Assistant Secretary from 1992 until 

1 998 .  

Michael is a Dental Surgeon and is a partner in a central London 

dental practice. 

Among his leisure interests he lists walking, photography, 

gardening and building steam engines. 

As well as running the family home, Mary is kept busy as a JP 

on the local Bench, a School Governor and has recently studied 

theology as a post-graduate student at the University of Kent. 

She also enjoys walking, reading, gardening and the theatre. 

M ichael and Mary were married in August 1967 and have two 

children. Joanna and Alexander. 

Etuc & BRtNDA SMITH 

Eric was born 24 May 1927. He joined Langley Park in September 

· 1991 after finally being inveigled to join by fellow past Penge 

Tablers, Bill Leigh and Alan Freeman. 

Eric trained as an electrical engineer and retired in 1996 as 

managing director of a local electrical contracting company whose 

major cl ient was Marks & Spencer. He continued as a consultant 

until 1997 and now acts as a part-time consultant to son, Ian's 

blind manufacruring business. 

Eric enjoys walking, travel, sai l ing and the theatre. 

Brenda has also retired from runn ing  the adm inistrative 

department of Eric's former company and she enjoys gardening, 

yoga, the theatre, travel and walking. 

Eric and Brenda were married in October 1956 (as were B i l l  

and Mary Leigh) and have two children, Ian and Anne. They 

have seven grandchildren, Danielle, twins Kayley and Max ine, 

Thomas, Luke and Am ie. 

DAVID & ELIZA/JETH STONEHAM 

David was born 20 February 1945. He joined Rotary in February 

1976, just m issing out on being a Charter Member, and was 

introduced by John Sutherland. He was Club President in 1980-1. 
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David considers rhar he has been a Rorary back-bencher since 

his Presidential year, bur sri l l  uses his drive and personaliry ro 

motivate the rest of us ro ger off our backsides (namely, rhe Sr 

Christopher's Walk). 

David is Manag ing  Direcror  of rhe Mast ers Group of 

Companies (comprising five garages), an Exhibitions organisation 

and a Design and Vinyl Sign Making company, Peach Design. 

For leisure interests, David has followed the trend of many 

middle-aged (sorry David!) execurives by getting inro big bikes, 

and his pride and joy are two Triumphs, a 955 Sports and a special 

edirion Dayrona 120 .  He is also struggling with his golf since 

deciding to change from left-handed ro righr-handed playing. 

David says rhar Liz is a Housewife/Superstar and she enjoys 

golf (handicap 17 ) ,  collecring antiques, 'Tai Chi' and looking after 

rhe grandchildren. 

David and Liz have three chi ldren, Scorr, Christian and Keri. 

They have four grandchildren, O l iver, twins Alexander and A l ice, 

and Lewis. 

David became rhe Rotary Club of Langley Park's first Paul 

Harris Fel low for all his work in starring the Sr Christopher's 

Fun Walk. 

JOHN e:,� PAT WILLIAMS 

John was born 1 3  November 1935 .  He was founder Presidenr of 

Langley Park Rotary Club at irs inception in 1975 and has been a 

major force in establishing the C lub on a sound fooring. John 

was insrrumenral in rhe formation of Bromley Sunrise Rotary Club 

and is an Honorary Member of that Club. He was Club President 

again for · 1999-2000. John was made a Paul Harris Fellow in 

1996 in recognition of his services ro Rorary and ro rhe local 

community. 

He is rhe Senior Parrner in rhe firm of Solicirors founded by 

his farher and which, following a merger, is known as Leigh 

W i l l iams. He is also a lay Magistrate in rhe Bromley Magistrates 

Courr having been appoinred ro rhe Bench in "J 966. 

John 's leisure interests include s inging w i t h  the chorus of 

Kentish Opera, of which he is currently Chairman. He also sril l 

plays hockey and has recently raken up bowls and golf. 

Par, in addirion ro running a  large home where a l l and sundry 

are always popping in, also sirs as a lay Magistrate ar Croydon 

Magistrates Courr. She is also acrively involved with The Matchbox 

Theatre, borh acting and direcring. Orher inreresrs include a dog, 

a car, music and John Wil l iams (nor necessarily in rhar order). 

John and Par were married in 1962 and have six chi ldren, Kare, 

Duncan, Daniel and Benjamin, and rheir rwo adopted daughters, 

V icky (married ro Presidenr Elecr Tim Pearce) and Karie. Ar the 

last counr, rhe grandchildren roralled eighr, wirh one on rhc way! 

JOHN & DOl<EEN WILSON 

John was born 22 September · 1930. He joined Rotary in ·1995 

after being introduced by B i l l  Leigh and Eric S111irl1. He was the 

first Rorarian broughr into the Club under rhe new Past Service 

ru le. 

John trained as an clecrronics engineer and spent his working 

life wirh Phi l ips Indusrries where he rerired from his posirion of 

divisional director in "J 990. 

John's main leisure interests are his grandchi ldren, cooking 

and golf. 

Doreen also enjoys having rhe grandchildren around and raking 

rheir dog for walks. 

John and Doreen were married in :J 955 and have three children, 

Mark, Nigel and Stephanie. They have three grand-daughters, 

Vicroria, Madeleine and Kelly. 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

JOHN SUTHERLAND 

RTN C/-1/l!S FULLER 

FRIENDS 

PAT HILDERLY 

PAT & BROOK MARSHALL 

PATRICIA PATTERSON 

ANNE SIMMONDS 
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INTERCONNECTIONS 

John Barret, Hadyn David, Alan Freeman, John Gardner; Terry 
Gauntlett Brian Read and John Williallls all attended Beckenham · 
and Penge Grammar School, now called Langley Park School. 

Terry Gauntlett, Robin Hazelton,John Williams and Sam Mcilrath 
are al l  current or former members of West Wickham Operatic 

Society. 

Michae l  Downing,  Grahame Norris ,  John Wi l l i ams,  Alan 
Freeman, Terry Gauntlett, Keith Fordham and Tim Pearce are all 
members of The Matchbox Theatre, as are Joan Evans, Audrey 
Fordham, Vicky Pearce, Anne Simmonds and Pat Will iams. Keith 
Fordham also helps to build the Theatre's sets. 

Gerry Costa, Hadyn David, Gerry Hynds, and Grahame Norris 
were all members of Camberwell Round Table. Alan Freeman, 
Bil l  Leigh, Howard Marsh, Eric Smith and John Wilson were all 
members of Penge Round Table. 

Arthur Ashdown, Alan Blanchette, Hadyn David, Dai Evans, Alan 
Freeman, John Gardner, Robin Hazelton, Roger Humphrey, Gerry 
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Hynds, Philip Jones, Grahame Norris and John Wilson are all 
members of Club 36 Golfing Society. 

Janet Barret, Terry Gauntlett, Grahame Norris, Mary Setchell and 
John and Pat Wil l iams are all Lay Magistrates. 

FAMILY TIES 

Alan Freeman and Phi l ip Jones are cousins (their mothers are 
sisters). 

Hadyn David 's wife, .Jil l is Grahame Norris's sister. 

Ti111 Pearce is married to John Williams' daughter, Vicky. 

The information contained in this Appendix has been adapted 
and abridged from the original, compiled by Alan Freeman. The 
complete listings are available in Alan's book, The Rotary Club of 

Langley Park: its members, its past, its surroundings. 
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APPENDIX Two 

Where Are They Now?· 

TEl{J{ENCE CAJ<TER: member 1975({)-77 

Terry was a founder member of rhe Rotary Club of Langley Park 

and remembered his brief rime in rhe club, 

If I equate rhe expression of Fellowship on rhar occasion ro 

the Comradeship which holds the Royal Navy together it is 

because during my brief rime in Rotary I was a serving Naval 

Officer. 

This the above is worth mentioning on two counts. Firstly because 

ir was central ro the reason why Terry had ro leave Rotary, and 

secondly because members of other clubs seemed ro find ir a little 

odd . . .  '  . . .  guess what they have ar Langley Park . . .  ?' 

Terry continued, 

After two years in Rotary I was re-appointed ro Rosyrh 

Dockyard. This re-appointment raised the problem of 

keeping up attendance at Langley Park. Along wirh the Club 

Secretary of the day, I looked into the possibility of relaxing 

rhe attendance rule (definitely no!) or even leave of absence 

(close ro treason!). Flexibi l ity wasn't part of the philosophy 

of the day as far as Rotary rules were concerned and I had 

ro resign. 

Eventually Terry Carter moved back ro the south, 

Sadly, I didn't rejoin when I returned ro the area, largely 

because I had just left the Royal Navy and was intent on 

sorting our a new life and career. However, on the good 

side, there are lasting friendships (I sti l l see a number of 

members fairly often) and very happy memories of those two 

years, which my wife wou ld endorse were she still with us. 

BRENDAN CARR: member 1978-83 

Brendan resigned from the Rotary C lub of Langley Park in 1983 

as his 'work pattern' had changed and he could no longer keep 

up attendance. He wrote, 

My memories of my rime with the Langley Park club are 

happy ones, though I cannot recall any particular anecdote. 

My only solo effort was arranging ro rake a young Down's 

Syndrome girl to rhe BBC Television Centre ro meet Doctor 

Who as part of a 'Grant a Wish' exercise. 

In December 1992, Brendan rook early retirement and, in March 

1995 ,  he and his wife Christine (sister ro John Williams) moved 

to Lirrle Common on the Easr Sussex coast. He has joined a local 

golf club and plays rwo or three times a week. 

Brendan has managed ro ger a part-rime job as a Deputy 

Registrar of Marriages based at the Hastings Register Office. His 

new job involves him in going around various venues in rhe 

immediate area conduct ing or registering marriage ceremonies. 

Brendan stares, 

The work is nor too onerous, it is interesting and at least 

pays for my golf! Being a Deputy Registrar rends ro be 

seasonal, quiet in the winter, bur can get extremely busy in 

high summer. 

Brendan finishes with, 

I did join the Bex hil l  Club for past Rotarians for a few years, 

bur I was the youngest member by ten years. As most 

Rotarians stay in their clubs beyond retirement, recruitment 

ro 'Past Rotary' has been badly affected. I was finding it 
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clifficulr ro attend meetings, held in the afternoons, so I 

bowed our. 

DrnEK C1-JAl'MAN: member 1984-93 

Derek joined rhe Rotary Club of Langley Park in 1984 ,  his 

classificarion was 'Lirho Printing', and with his wife Patricia (Tricia) 

as business partner, he ran a Prontaprint Franchise. 

As well as business, they had a co111111on interest in golf (both 

were members of Chislehurst Golf club), and in sai l ing and had a 

boar moored ar the pretty sourh coasr rown of Emsworth on the 

Sussex-Hampshire border. 

Derek was the l Zrh President of Langley Park for the year 

1991-2.  Unfortunately, his year was clogged with i l l  health as 

Derek had a serious heart arrack whi le in office. Ultimately, his 

i l lness forced Derek ro resign from Rotary in 1993.  

Derek and Patricia have l ived on Kesron Cornrnon for 24 years. 

They reckon rhar they should be getting ro find out the faults in 

their house by now, 

He commented, 

Everything will be as we want ir by the time we are clue ro 

'clown-size'! \Xie have talked about it, but do not want ro 

move from friends and golf club (West Kent, not Chislehursr, 

now). \Xie made the move ro Downe as much to avoid rhe 

horrendous school run traffic as any other reason. 

L10NEL D EDIVARDS: member 1975({) 

Lionel helped ar the formation of Langley Park with John \Xlillia111s, 

and the firsr few Club Service committee meetings were hosrecl 

in his d in ing room in Hayes Way, long before John moved inro 

the Addington mansion. For his efforts, he was elected First Vice 

president, serving for most of rhe firsr year, before Harold W i lson's 

'kitchen cabinet' made ir necessary to flee from a · 17 per cent 

mortgage rare and frozen wages for 3 years. 

He arrived in the States in May · 1976 with his wife Aileen and 

two boys, just in rime for the start of the United Stares B icentennial 

ce lebrat ions .  L i one l  and A i l een  must  have en joyed these 

celebrations as nine months larer their rhircl son was born! A 

claughrer was to follow five years larer. 

136 

Justin, the eldest, is the youngest airport manager in the USA, 

his degree was in civil aviation. Second son, Marcus, is chief 

mechanic in a large garage repair shop, Alex is now doing his 

Master's in aerospace engineering, while working for rhe USA 

airforce on research on re-entry space skin technology. Their 

daughter is still at high school, but shows an interest in journalism 

- she edits her own alternate music paper, sell ing ir ro orher 

students at rhe dance halls. Aileen has her own interior design 

business. 

Lionel continued to work in the pharmaceutical industry, rising 

to V ice-president in  medical research, being deposed in an 

acquisition 4 years ago. 

He now scratches a 'reasonable' l iving (rhough nor luxurious!) 

from his own consulting business, Pharma Pro Plus Inc. He also 

teaches as professor at Temple University, and is editor of a 

textbook of pharmaceutical medicine clue our this year. 

CHJm Fuu.s«: member 1986-96 

Chris was inducted into Rotary by Les Patterson on the same 

evening as John Gardner (John claimed seniority over Chris by ar 

least four m inutes! - although John was a former member, for 

three years, of the Rotary club of Croydon Easr). Chris had been 

introduced to the Club by founder 111e111ber David Connolly, 

alrhough he had visited, on David's invitation, the Langley Park 

club many years before when the meetings were he ld ar the Eden 

Park Hotel. 

Chris and wife Eve had been acrive within the club from their 

early introduction, being members of the Langley Park Strollers 

in the April 1987 production. The sand dance of David Stoneham, 

Grahame Norris and Fuller, as Wi lson, Kepp le and Berty rook 

hours of rehearsals in David Sroncharn's home garage! No-one 

has ever, however, claimed to be the Berry! 

Chr is and Eve appeared in  two other product ions of the 

Srrollers, with Chris dressing at various times as Ja111es Cagney 

(Yankee Doodle Dandy), a Pansy (with Grahame as a Sunf lower 

and Henry as a Reel Hot Poker) and ended 400 years of peace 

and fr iendship with our oldest ally, the Netherlands, by cross 

clressing as a 'Little Durch G ir l ' !  

Chris was also proud robe the Chief Marshal on rhe first four 
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Langley Park's St Christopher's Fun Walks, and reprised his role 

in J 999 by col l iding wirh an oak tree whi le carrying a mountain 

bike. His companions, Grahame Norris and Alan Blanchette, were 

most concerned at this accident in case Chris had scratched Scott 

Sroncham's mountain bike! Mind you, they wouldn't have been 

able to see any scratches as their eyes were full of tears - tears of 

laughter! 

As Grahame observed at the time, 'He's an unlucky old blighter, 

rhat Fuller . . .  fancy travell ing 350 miles south just to break a collar 

bone!' 

In late 1996,  Chris and Eve moved north to Northumberland 

(England's best kept secret County) and both joined the Rotary 

Club of Tynedale, Eve jo in ing  in rhe September and Chris  

transferring in from Langley Park in the November. Eve was rhe 

first woman member of Tynedale Rotary and, obviously, claims 

seniority to Chris by two months. As Grahame Norris said when 

he heard about the joint membership, 'Y'know, it's the first time 

I've heard of a woman getting a man in the Club! '  

The move north was a 'role reversal', as Eve was appointed as 

the Editor of rhe Hexham Coutant and Chris has been carrying 

out part-r ime lectur ing in Construct ion Management and 

Construction Safety and some consultancy work. As well as 

cooking for Eve (nor poisoned yet!) ,  Chris is 'doing-up' the 

d ilapidated house they purchased in . 1997.  
Chris was elected President of the Rotary Club of Tynedale for 

the year J 999-2000 and one of the proudest moments and the 

highl ight of the year was his President's D inner-dance in October 

J 999, when 21 members and wives of Langley Park wenr up to 

Northumberland for the 'Stro l lers' and Welders' weekend. It was 

especially p leasing for Chris and Eve to welcome Patricia Patterson 

to their fun weekend; also staying and sharing their weekend 

were fr iends, Roy and Jane Maddison from Sr Bee's on the 

Cumbrian coast, Roy being the Presidenr of the Rotary Club of 

Whitehaven. They were completely taken with the humour, banter 

and friendliness of the Langley Park 'Stro l lers and Welders', and 

Roy commented at rhe Saturday night meal in  rhe General 

Havelock restaurant, 'You couldn't describe the fun and fellowship 

of this group . . .  it must be unique! '  Chris replied, 'Yes, but this 

bunch are the quiet ones from Langley Park . . .  you should meet 

the others!' Needless to say, Haydon Bridge (and the sheep!) have 

not recovered since! 

J 999-2000 has been a very busy time for the Fullers, Rotary 
notwithstanding, as Chris is fu l ly involved w i th the annual 

Hexham Carnival, where he is rhe carnival parade co-ordinator 

and has found a new career (hopefully!) in writing. In December 

1999, Eve stepped down as Chairman of the Northern branch of 

the Guild of Editors and is now Secretary of the branch (now 

renamed the Society of Editors), as well as being on the Training 

Council of the Society. 

They are also probably 'unique' in Rotary, as they are the only 
husband-and-wife pairing in one Rotary club in District 1030 
and probably in RIBI . (Positively no letters to the editor on rhis 

fact please!) 
Chris and Eve spend a great deal of their energies in refurbing 

rheir Edwardian 'sem i ' (known as the G lenburn Glacier) and 

visiting the magical parts of their newly-adopted county. Visitors 

to them from 'Dah'n Sah'f'  are sworn to secrecy about how 

stunning Northumberland can be . . .  as long as the zephyr like 

'breezes' off the North Sea aren't blowing! 

DrnEK HUTTON: member 1983-9 

Derek and Gi l l  Hutton moved to Gloucester in 1989 when Derek 

retired from the Midland Bank . Derek did nor join any of the 

three local Rotary clubs as, after attendance at them al l ,  these 

clubs all believed in rhe 'chequebook' response to any and every 
appeal. 

Derek is very active with his local church and is currently 

involved in trying to raise $470,000 for the construction of a 

Church Centre ro the local little Cotswold Church .  He is also 

Secretary of rhe local gardening club and, wirh six grandchildren, 
manages to keep out of trouble reasonably well. 

Bi{IAN]Ol·INSON: member 1975({)-7 

Here are jusr a few l ines to summarise the 23 years since Brian 

left rhe Rotary Club of Langley Park. He begins, 

Joan and I moved to North Carolina within the Burroughs 

Wellcome Company. After two years I became Professor of 

137 

Copyright 2000 - Langley Park Rotary Club



Medicine at the University of Massachusetts Medical School 

in Worcester, Mass. 

They lived near Worcester for 13 years and, for the last seven 

years in East Ly111e, Connecticut after Brian transferred back to 

pharmaceutical research by joining Pfizer. Brian maintains, 

No, I did not discover Viagra! My main research is into 

drugs for heart disease, and high blood pressure. I a111 

currently Director of Clinical Research, bur I retire in August 

2000. 

Brian's son Si111on lives with his wife Ellie and two grandsons in 

Wales, daughter Amanda l ives in Norwich, and younger son 

Matthew lives in Croydon. Brian and Joan's younger daughter 

Emma, who is now 23, is at Clark University (where Goddard 

invented the first Rockers) in Worcester, Massachusetts. 

Joan retired as District Director of Connecticut Community 

Care Inc, a private company organising home care and services 

of all k inds for frail elderly people. 

Brian ends his notes with, 

So we are planning to concentrate entirely on pleasure from 

next August, Wish us luck! We may stop by and visit some 

old Rotary friends from the past when next in the UK. 

GEOFF PARRY: member 1986-93 

Geoff and Mary left in March 1993 to move to Whitsrable, Kent, 

for their retirement. 

Mary had already taken early retirement from nursing and 

teaching student nurses, and Geoff retired from Age Concern. 

His elder son and wife had previously moved to Whitstable and 

Geoff and Mary, when visiting them, came to like the little town 

and decided it was where they wanted to spend their retirement. 

Whitstable stil l has a working fishing harbour (though the 

fishing fleet, like elsewhere in Great Britain, is severely depleted) 

and has quaint narrow streets and fishermen's cottages. Quiet? 

Yes, but with so much going on throughout the year, May Day 

processions, the Oyster Festival, the Regatta and the Carnival, 

the Blessing of the Waters and the Harbour Open Day. Added to 

this is the charity work of the Rotary Club, with collections, and 
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Rotarians dressed up as Father Christmas. With a local theatre 

and the Marlowe Theatre in nearby Canterbury there is no time 

to get bored! 

Son David being a member of the Whitstable lifeboat crew, 

Geoff and Mary volunteered to help the local RNLI branch, 

helping in the souvenir and coffee shop at the lifeboat station 

and also helping with the RNLJ fund-raising events. The lifeboat 

station boss then discovered that Geoff had experience in public 

speaking (from his previous work in rhe charity field) and he 

promptly recruited Geoff as a speaker for the RNLI. Geoff notes, 

Lifeboatmen will cheerfully go to sea in the most appall ing 

conditions, but ask them to talk to an audience and they 

will run a m i le! 

Geoff joined the Whirsrable Rotary Club and, in 1995, became 

President. Geoff and Mary had a very successful and enjoyable 

year, during which a party from Langley Park raided Whirsrable 

club and then went back 'Chez Parry' for coffee. Ir was good to 

see rhe m ' During Geoff's Presidency he helped to lay the 

foundations for the club's subsequent growth. 

Ar the start of his year, club numbers were down, so Geoff 

starred a recruitment campaign. Being a lunchtime club was the 

greatest obstacle to finding new members, so Geoff urged the 

club to change to evening meetings. Despite strong arguments 

within the membership against rhe change, the final vote in favour 

of evenings was unanimous! In the second half of his year; Geoff 

inducted seven new, younger, members all of whom proved to be 

really keen and active. Following this, in succeeding years, more 

new members followed, bringing the Whitstable club to its present 

strong position. 

Mary missed her nursing and took up some part-rime work in 

a local home for rhe elderly, where her reaching skills have been 

pur to good use in training care staff. 

Geoff's RNLJ talks keep him pretty busy Cl 8 talks in 1 1  months 

in 1999, which brought in donations total l ing nearly £600). He 

also shows school and youth group parries round the lifeboat 

station and, in between rimes, writes regular reports on the 

lifeboat's rescues for a lifeboat enthusiasts' magazine. 

Involvement in Rotary, the RNLJ, the parish church and baby- 
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sirring granddaughter, Mary's work at the home, together with 

visits to younger son Mike and family in Horsham, West Sussex, 

combine to keep them very busy. 

}AMES Prrr-PA\'NE: member 1975({),81 

Ja111es writes, 

I became Secretary in ·1993_5 and then President once more 

in 1997 (Bromley Sunrise) bur computing had taken hold 

of me during il l-health in 1993-4 and, as a result of 111y 

activities and my writing during the halcyon days of Rorary 

on CompuScrvc, I was flown to the United Stares by the 

Americans so they could take a look ar 111e. Thanks to rheir 

largesse, the wider world of Rotary opened and, in 1997, I  

was elected a Director of the lnrcrnarional Computer Users 

Fellowship for Rotarians (ICUFR) and as of 1 July 1999,  

became Lia ison Officer in Computers for R I B I ,  nor a 

recognised post - bur a necessary one when one considers 

the weight of a two-ton rna i] shot from RIB I  Headquarters 

- rwo tons actually! 

He continues, 

Fro111 rhc Inaugural Meeting of The Bromley Sunrise Club 

111 overnber 1992 unt i l the larc fall of October 1998 ,  I  

wrote a weekly Bul let in until 111y health gave way. I had 

completed Issue Number 262. After five surgeries in jusr 

over a year, I have, as our friends over rhe Pond would say, 

got ir licked - bur, just as everything in Rotary changes once 

a year, so have I, and ar the 1110111cnr I write this I wonder 

what w i l l  happen next. 

James has visited RI HQ at Evanston in District 6440 twice and 

each year has given computer sem inars to Rotarians: Chicago 

(twice), San Diego, Californ ia , and Toronto, Canada. In rhis 

current Rotary year he wil l  be addressing the cager masses in 

Atlanta, Georgia. He has also done cabaret on rhc East and \Xlcsr 

Coast; has been Master of Ceremonies ar two ICUFR Banquets 

in Toronto ( 1998 )  and Chicago ( 1996 )  and 111ct General Secretary 

RI Geoffrey Large at the larrcr. 

A final note from James :  

I was crossing San D iego Bay by boar, a smal l  cru iser 

belong ing to a Rotarian, in rhc fall of 1997. There were 

only a few of us. Dr \Xloosie Sanjo, consultant gynaecologist 

from Yamagata, Japan. PP Doug Grierson from Gravesend 

& Mcopharn, PPR I  Hugh Archer ( 1 989  - Enjoy Rotary), 

District Secretary Al Dixon from Disrricr 5340, and Mel 

Fabrikanr (Five Paul Harris Fellowships). In a former life 

Hugh Archer had been a member of Robert Oppenheimer's 

A-bo111b Team and seen nearly every A-bomb explosion up 

ro 1957 .  Dr. \Xloosie would have known this, yet we all sat 

together for rhe very best meal I can ever remember. 

Thanks to Rotary, I have mer some very wonderful people: 

persons rhar I would never have 111cr in any other way. I 

have a lways bel ieved rhar Fel lowsh ip came first and 

everything led from rhar, bur as we all know what you gcr 

our of ir depends on what you put into ir. Ar rhc same rime 

I remember rhar old saying about the friendless man who 

went our into the world looking for a fr iend - he found 

none. Then he went our into the world to be a friend - and 

he found thousands. For 111c, it began rhar damp night in 

January 1975 .  Ir's been a long rime and if I look back and 

sec where I've been, I cont inue to be amazed -and thankfu l ! 

Below is the impressive Curriculum Vitae of James in Rotary: 

Ja111es Pitt-Payne MBBS (Lond) MRCS (Eng) LRCP (Lond) 

DObstRCOG (Eng) Psychotherapist 

1975 - Joined Langley Park 

1976 - 2nd Vice-president Distr ict I 1 2  

1977 - Vice-president Langley Park D istrict I 1 2  

1978 - President Langley Park RC Disrricr I J 2 

1979 - District Club Service Co111111irrce, Northern Area I 1 2  

1979 - Spoke at District Conference and presented 'The History 

of I 12 '  by PDG Charles Srock 

198 I  -  Left Rotary 

1992 - rejoined Rotary (at the instigation of John \Xlillia111s) - 

Bromlev Sunr ise RC I 120 
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'I 993-5 Secretary, B r o m l e y  S u n r i s e  RC 

1 9 9 5  -  j o i n e d  I C U F R  

· 1 9 9 5  -  2nd Vice-president Bromley S u n r i s e  District 1 1 2 0  

1 9 9 6  -  Lecturer for rhe DG S e m i n a r  in Computers - Wisconsin, 

I l l i n o i s ,  Tennessee - h e l d  at Chicago 

1 9 9 6  -  M C  I C U F R  B a n q u e t ,  Chicago 

1 9 9 6  -  G o l d e n  Mouse Award - I C U F R  ,·.·· 

· 1 9 9 6  -  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  B r o m l e y  S u n r i s e  D i s t r i c t  1 1 2 0  

· 1 9 9 7  -  Lecturer at I C U F R  Conference, San Diego, C a l i f o rn i a  

1 9 9 7  -  Elected Director I C U F R  

1 9 9 7  -  President B r o m l e y  Sunrise D i s t r i c t  1 1 2 0  

1 9 9 8  -  Keynote Speaker ar UK I C U F R  Conference 

J 998 - J o i n e d  I n t e rn a t i o n a l  M u s i c  F e l l o w s h i p  

1 9 9 8  -  Lecturer at I C U F R  Conference, Toronto, Canada 

· 1 9 9 3  -  M C  I C U F R  Banquet, Toronto 

· 1 9 9 9  -  I n t e rn e t  L i a i s o n  Officer R I B I  and n o m i n a l l y  C h a i r m a n  

of I C U F R  i n  R I B I  Zone 

· 1 9 9 9  -  Editor I C U F R  News 

' 1 9 9 9  -  Lecturer at I C U F R  Conference, Atlanta, Georgia 

··.··. The G o l d e n  Mou se Award - Founded in 19 94 by the late 

PDG Stan Tulak, M a d i s o n  Heights RC. On l y  three awards are 

made each year to those Rotarians who have made the greatest 

c o ntr ibut i o n  to the cause of Computers and C ommun i c a t i o n s  i n  

Rotary. 

]01-JN STONE: member 1975({)-87 

As can be seen from rhe Year Two of t h i s  Rotary history, Jo h n  was 

a founder me mbe r  of the c l ub and was the Ge n e r a l  Manager of 

jewe l l e r s  M a pp in and Webb, i n  Fenchurch Street. J o h n  was the 

se c o n d  P r e s i d e n t  of L a n g l e y  Par k  i n  1 9 7 6 - 7 ,  he was C l ub 

Treasurer from 1 979  unt i l  1 9 84. 

J o h n  and S a l l y  retired to Bishopsreighron in south Devon i n  

1 9 8 7 ,  where Jo h n  transferred into the Rotary Club of Teignmourh. 

N1cK STONE: member 1975({) 

Nick Stone was a founder member and firsr Secretary of the Rotary 

] 4 0  

C l ub of Langley Park and remembered rhose very early days, 

I can recall the occasion when J o h n  W i l l i ams  asked me to 

become a founder member of the int erim club. At that time, 

J o h n's  law firm had offices in Eimers End and, it was after 

hav i ng some documents sworn (I was then Director and 

Secretary of Twin lock the office equ ipme n t  company) that I 

agreed to take on the job of the i n t e r im club secretary. Our 

first me e t i n g s  were on the firsr floor of rhe D om i n ique  

restaurant in Beckenharn . . .  I  recall  that we starred off wirh 

jusr a handful of members bur, what we lacked in numbers, 

we made up for in e nth u s iasm. 

Nick also remembered the early h e l p  that he received, 

I n  the p e r i o d  before we r e c e ive d  our Charter, we had 

c o n s i d e r able  h e l p  from C h a r l e s  Stock of the Rotary C l ub of 

Beckenham. As Secretary, I was g u i d e d  by the Bcckcnharn 

c l ub's  Secretary, Doug Worgan. There was a lor to l e a rn  

about the admi n i strat i o n  of Rotary affairs and l was very 

much a  new boy. Doug Worgan was always there to assist 

when I ran into p r ob l ems. 

Nick enjoyed the fellowship of Rotary and still  keeps in touch 

w i r h  Langley Park members from rime to time. A job change and 

a move from rhe district ler to Nick's resignation from Rotary. 

Nick retired from business i n  'I 993, before that he was Director 

a n d  S e c r e t a r y  of J W Spe a r  a n d  S o n s  P L C  of E n f i e l d ,  r h e  

ma n u f a ctur e r s  of Spe a r 's  G ame s  a n d  the 'S c r abb l e' game i n  

p art i cu l ar. 

N i c k  con cluded w i r h :  

L iv i ng i n  Central L o n d o n ,  a  stone's throw from Harrods, I 

e njoy rhe theatre, concerts ere. bur I w i l l  always remember 

wirh pleasure my clays in Rotary. 

KEN T1ucE: member 1977-88 

Ken jo i n e d  Langley Park i n  · 1977 h avi n g  been introduced by Sam 

Mcllrarh. At the time Ken was an area manager for a company 

imp orr i n g  and distributing photographic equ ipme n t . 

He left the south and s ubs e q u e n t l y  resigned from the C l ub in 
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1 9 8 8  and moved ro Alfreron in Derbyshire, where he joined the 

Rotary Club of A111bcr Valley. 

Ken married H elen,  a local lass, and between them they have 

four children and eight g ra n d c h i l d r e n .  

Helen says that singing is her main hobby and she is a member 

of an award w i n n i n g  close-harmony choir. Ken has ma int ained 

h i s  interest in photography and has been very active w i t h i n  the 

local c o m m u n i t y  with his Rotary club, last Christmas Ken was 

dressed up as Santa on his sleigh at least three rimes! 

RA\' W1-1rrTtE: member 1978-88 

When Ray and M a r y  u p p ed and left Kesron and moved to 

Hampshire the Rotary Club  of Langley Park had a two-fold 'loss'. 

The first was Ray, a very active 111e111ber of the club w ho had 

been c h a i r m a n  of several committees and was a fund of answers 

for the Rotary District Quiz.  Ray's knowledge was absolutely 

encyclopaedic. 

The second, Mary, a very active wife of a member of Langley 

Park (who w i l l  ever forget the appearances at the Strollers' shows 

the Victorian Melodramas, the Monologues and not forgetting 

the sing ing and dancing').  The Whittles even 'commuted' back 

from Abborts Ann  so that Mary could appear in a Joyce Grenfell  

pastiche. 

Many Rotary C lub  members and wives have journeyed down 

ro 'deepest' Hampshire ro spend an enjoyab le rime with Ray and 

Mary in what must be one of the prettiest (thatched) villages in 

Britain. 

The W h i t t l e s ,  a l t h o u g h  l i v i n g  i n  'L i t t le A n n ' ,  hav e never 

forgotten their origina l  'roots' as they named their house R ievau lx 

(not after the late and ennobled labour PM) bur after rhc Abbey 

i n  Rye Dale on the edge of the orrh York Moors. 

Colin Amphlcrr 1984-8 

Alan Anderson 1983-90 

Bob Bennett" 1975-83 

Dennis Berry"'(d) J 975 <9 

Barry Blake < 1986 

Garry Boon" 1975 <8 

Stanley Bru i n  · 198 J-3 

Roger Brun n e r  1983-4 

John Canning 1 988-90 

Terry Carter" J 975-7 

Brendan Carr 1 978-83 

Derek Chapman ·1984-93 

Dr Lionel Edwards" 1975-6 

Ernest Emmerson" 1975 <8 

Ken Evans 198 8-9  

Chris Fuller 19 86-96 

William Grice" 1 9 75- 8 1  

Tony Curney" :J 975 

Stephen Harmer < 1 9 8 6 

Martin Hazard 1999-2000 

Ron Hawksworth" 1 9 75<8 

Patrick Hilderly 1978-91 (cl) 

Derek Hutton 1 9 83-9  

Trevor jcnncrr" J 975 <8 

Dr Brian jchnson" 1975-7 

Michael Kclsh''. J 975 <86 

Ken Lane < 1 9 7 8  < 1 9 8 6 

Michael Lister < 1 9 86 

Jack Lowe" 1975 <8 

Fred Marsh" 1975 <86 

Brook Marshall 1978-98 

Brian Maunder '1976-8 J 

John Molver(d) < 1 9 8 6 

Peter Miles" 1 9 75< 8  

M i k e  Montier <' 19 8 0< 8 5 

Paul Morris < ' 1986 

Peter Murray 1 982-4 

Tony Norris ' 19 8 1 - 9 3 

Roger Oakes 1984-6 

Geoff Parry '1986-93 

Les Parrerson" I 975-95(d) 

David Peppard 1 9 9 3 

John Ph i l i p s  1 9 8 1-3  

Dr James Pirr-Payne" · 1975-81 

Dr Jayu Shah '1982-5 

Peter Simmonds ·1976-2000(cl) 

John Stone" 1975-87 

ick Stone" 1 975 <8 

.John Sutherland" 1975-98  

Ken Trice 1977-88 

John Water111an''. 1 975 <8 

Kevin Waters J 986-7 

A l f  Vincent (d) < 1 9 8 6 

Ray Whittle 1978-88 
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Past Members of the Rotary Club of Langley 
Park 
Every attempt has been made ro compile a comprehensive list. 

However, in some cases only a l imiting date is included (indicated 

by '< '  ie sometime before .. .  ). Founder 111e111bers arc indicated by 

("). 
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APPENDIX THREE 

The Presidents 

The Presidents 

The Past Presidents of Langley Park RC 
John Wil l iams (f) (PI-IF) 1975-6 

2 John Stone (f) 1976-7 

3 Terry Gauntlett (f) 1977-8 

4 James Pitt-Payne (f) 1978-9 

5 John Sutherland (f) 1979-80 

6 David Stoneham (PI-IF) 1980-1 

7 Douglas Briggs (f) 1 9 8 1 - 2  

8  Martin Durman ]982-3 

9 Alan Freeman (PH F) 1983-4 

1 0  Hadyn David 1984-5 

1 1  Robin Hazelton (f) 1985-6 

1 2  Les Patterson (f) ]986-7 

1 3  Brook Marshall 1987-8 

14 Keith Fordham (PH F) 1988-9 

1 5  Michael Setchell 1989-90 

1 6  David (Dai) Evans 1 990- 1  

1 7  Derck Chapman 1 9 9 1 - 2  

1 8  Henry Phi l l ips 1992-3 

1 9  Arthur Ashdown 1993-4 

20 John Gardner 1994-5 

21 Pcrcr Simmonds 1995-6 

22 John Barret 1996-7 

23 Gerard (Gerry) Costa ]997-8 

24 Sam Mcilrath 1998-9 

25 John Will iams (f) (PHF) 1999-2000 

26 David Connolly (f) 2000-1 

] 4 2  

27 

28 

Ti111 Pearce 

Grahame Norris 

200]-2 

2002-3 

Waiting in the wings, the 'Presidents Elect' 

Key (f) Founder Member 

(PI-IF) Paul Harris Fellow 

The Rotary Club of Langley Park has always been, remains and 

wi l l  be kept in safe hands' 
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APPENDIX FOUR 

Two Views of Langley Park Rotary Club 

A Woman's View 

There is something very special about Langley Park Rotary Club. 
This is what rhe 111e111bcrs, to a man, wi l l  tell you. It is nor solely 
the view of the men whose club it is - ask their ladies what they 
think and you wi l l  almost certainly get the same response. So 
why is it such a special club? Just what is it that makes it different? 
One reason might be the enormous diversity of its 111e111bers' 
talents and the way in which they arc always given so generously 
in the name of Rotary and service. Then there is the way members 
treat their ladies. We have never been viewed as the wives who 
make the tea. We have always been in the thick of it. Our help 
and input is welcomed, and indeed, valued, and for this reason is 
always freely given - perhaps this was the original 'two for the 
price of one' offer. 

Whilst these reasons are undoubtedly important, I th ink it is 
something  else that real ly makes Lang ley Park specia l .  That 
something is the close friendships that exist amongst a l l  the 
members and their ladies. These friendships mean that being 
committed to the club and everything it does is easy because we 
are a l l  committed to each other as good friends. We l ike each 
other, we enjoy each other's company, We spend a lot of rime 
together - nor just at Rotary functions. We share interests, 
hospitality, laughter and inevitab ly sometimes, rears. It is a very 
caring club and what affects one of us affects us al l ,  members and 
ladies a l ike .  I  believe these fr iendships are the strong ties that 
hold the club together in such a special way and give it the energy 
and cornrnirrnenr that it has. 

Thar the club has energy and commitment can be in no doubt 
at al l .  You only have to look at what it has done over the years. 

When the c lub decides to do something, sleeves are rolled up and 
things happen .  Langley Park has been involved with so manv 
projects and wonderful achievements over the last 25 years. Many 
of them cou ld only be described as 'amb itious' and would be 
considered impossible by most other clubs or organisations of a 
sim i lar size. Not so with Langley Park. The club will  rake on the 
seemingly impossible, knowing that there wi l l  be no shortage of 
either enthusiasm or practical help for the project they have 
undertaken.  Langley Park Rotary C lub in action is pretty awesome 
and the results of the teamwork have been remarkable. 

The other side to al l  this energy and com m itment is of course 
the enormous amount of fun and fel lowship that it alw ays 
generates - surely one of the reasons why we all get invo lved so 
readily. Of course we are committed because we believe in what 
we are doing bur it is much easier to comm it yourse lf when you 
know you are going to be having fun among good friends. Fun 
and laughter are never far away. You must have heard the one 
about the group of Rotarians and wives starting off on a v is it  to 
their friends at their twin club in Ho l land and losing their way 
( in Hayes). And surely everyone remembers one of our lad ies at 
the end of a Fun Walk raking charge of the marquee team fold ing 
the canvas and showing them how it should be done!  Or perhaps 
the occasion when an O ld Tyme Music Hall was fast approaching 
and a beautiful straw boater was lent to ensure that Maurice 
Chevalier looked the part, only to be eaten by rhe fam i ly pet. The 
l ist is endless. 

So as Lang ley Park celebrates 25 very successful years what 
does this special Rotary C lub of Langley Park actually mean to 
the members'  ladies? To me it means a very al ive and energetic 
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group of concerned and committed people, each bringing their 

own special qualities, talents and energy for the benefit of the 

club, the community and beyond. To be amongst them and 

involved with them has opened my eyes to many things and has 

been a privi lege. I have gained friendships, fun and laughter in 

large measure. May the club continue to be as successful and 

special for many years to come. 

A Visitor's View 

The Club, which meets on Monday evenings at the Fitness 

Exchange, Capers Cope Road, Beckenham, has all the facilities 

on hand for the President to lead his men on a run twice round 

the rugby pitches, then on to 20 press-ups and cold showers. 

However, the preferred attraction appears to be at one of the 

longest and best-stocked bars in Kent. 

Nevertheless there is no indolence on the part of President 

John Williams. He was the first President 25 years ago and has 

returned to the presidency for the Club's silver jubilee year. During 

July John's Rotary activities wi l l  include playing host at his home 

to three days of opera, three days of theatre and a concert. 

The Club, which is one of the nine Rotary Clubs in Bromley, 

says that membership of 43 ensures an effective club with 

opportunities for every member to participate. 

Are there many clubs that can genuinely claim, as do Langley 

Park, that they have not a single passenger amongst them? They 

have no problem in maintaining membership but would prefer to 

lower their average age of 6· 1 .  

The Club had held its first Antiques Fair (with a profit of £800) 

on the Saturday preceding your reporter's visit and this single 

project had involved over three-quarters of the Club. 

As one tours the District and hears of massive fund raising, the 

key word always seems to be 'sponsorship'. Some ten years ago 

this Club sought to raise sufficient funds for an ambulance for 

the local Sr Christopher 's Hospice. A sponsored walk attracted 

400 people and yielded £27,000. The next 'St Christopher's Walk' 

saw 800 walkers raise £50,000 and subsequently throngs as great 

as 2,500 have raised over £100,000 in a single day. As a result the 

Club has given over half a mill ion pounds to the Hospice which 
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now rakes the major part in continuing the walk in alternate years. 

The Club's other varied Community Service projects include a 

weekly ambulance run for the disabled. 

It is heartening to hear of Contact Clubs which not only provide 

warm fellowship and generous hospitality but also show concern 

for the Third World communities. 

Langley Park and Doerinchem-Oude IJssel in Holland have 

set an example by jointly funding the purchase and installation 

of water pumps for Ghanaian villages. 

A local lady council lor in her talk told of her cxcirernenr when 

the Council's van called twice each week with more papers than 

she could ever read for more committees and organisations than 

anyone should reasonably be asked to attend. 

It is none too easy to find the Fitness Exchange, and it may be 

a shame that vis i t ing Rotarians wi l l  nor need tracksuits and 

trainers, but there is stil l action a plenty at Langley Park. 

Do go. 

This article originally appeared in the April 2000 issue of Rotary 

News. 
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APPENDIX FIVE 

A Comparative Chronicle of Events In and 
Around Britain 1975-2000 

1975 

February Margaret Thatcher becomes leader of the Conservative 

Parry 

February 34 killed in Moorgare Underground crash 

April Langley Park Rotary Club Inaugural meeting 

June Parliament is broadcast l ive for the first time 

July Inflation reaches 25% 

August Unemployment reaches 1 .25 mil l ion 

September Langley Park RC Charter Night: John Williams is 

Founder President 

December The Sexual Dicri rnination Act and The Equal Pay Act 

become law 

1976 

January Concorde's first commercial flight ro Bahrain 

March Harold Wilson resigns 

April James Callaghan is new Prime Minister 

May Jeremy Thorpe quits as Liberal leader amid 'homosexual' 

claims 

May Langley Park members attend the Charter Night of 

Doerinchcm-Oude I.Jssel RC 

July John Stone becomes President of LPRC 

September After weeks of drought 750,000 homes use standpipes 

October National Theatre on the South Bank opens 

1977 

Ja111.1ary Seven IRA bombs explode in the West End 

April Violence erupts on Grunwick picket lines 

May The first In ternat iona l  Weekend meeting between 

Doetinchem and LP 

June Queen celebrates Silver .Jubilee 

July Virginia Wade wins Wimbledon 

July Terry Gauntlett becomes President of LPRC 

September Freddie Laker launches Skytrain service ro New York 

December Charlie Chaplin dies 

1978 

March Oxford wins Boat Race when Cambridge sinks 

May Princess Margaret seeks a divorce from Lord Snowdon 

June North Sea oil production reaches ·1 mil l ion barrels a day 

July Dr James Pitt-Payne becomes President of LPRC 

July Louise Brown, the world's first 'rest-tube baby' is born 

September A Bulgarian defector, Georgi Markov, is assassinated 

with a 'poison' umbrella 

October Government plans ro replace GCE 'O' levels and CSE 

exams with the GCSE 

1979 

February The 'winter of discontent' wil l  eventually lead to a 

general e lection 

May Margaret Thatcher is elected Prime Minister 

April 'The Yorkshire Ripper' claims his · 1 1 th  victim 
June Jeremy Thorpe is found nor guliry of murder conspiracy 

against Norman Scott 

July John Sutherland becomes President of LPRC 

August Earl Mountbatten is assassinated by the IRA 
November Sir Anthony Blunt is rev�aled as the 'Fourth Man' in 

the Burgess/Maclean/Philby spy ring 
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1980 

March Robert Runcie is enthroned as Archbishop of Canterbury 

April Zimbabwe (formerly Rhodesia) becomes independent 

May The SAS storms the Iranian embassy and releases 1 9  hostages 

July David Stoneham becomes President of Langley Park RC 

August Unemployment reaches 2 mi l l ion 

November Michael Foot becomes leader of the Labour Parry after 

James Callaghan resigns 

December John Lennon is assassinated in New York 

1981 

[auuary Peter Sutcliffe is charged with 'the Yorkshire Ripper' 

murders 

April Unemployment reaches 2.5 mi l l ion 

May Bobby Sands dies during Maze prison hunger strike by IRA 

i n m a t e s  

July Doug Briggs becomes President of LPRC 

.July Ian Botham leads England to victory over Australia 111 

'Botham's Test' 

.July The Prince of Wales marries Lady Diana Spencer 

December Arthur Scargill is elected president of the NUM 

1982 

January Unemployment reaches 3 mil l ion 

February Laker Airways collapses 

April Argentinian troops invade the Falkland Islands 

May Alan Freeman completes a 300-mile sponsored cycle ride to 

Doetinchem 

[une Argentinian forces surrender as British forces regain Porr 

Stanley 

Ju11e The Princess of Wales gives birth to a son, Will iam 

July Martin Durden becomes President of LPRC 

October Henry Vl l l ' s  flagship the Mary Rose is raised after 400 

years 

1983 

February Unemployment reaches an all-time high of almost 3.25 

mi l l ion 

1 4 6  

February Derby winner Sbergar is stolen, and is never found 

[une Margaret Thatcher is re-elected with the Tories largest 

majority since 1 9 3 5  

July Alan Freeman becomes President of LPRC 

August The first World Athletics Championships in Helsinki; Daley 

Thompson wins gold 

October Cecil Parkinson resigns in sex scandal 

November Gerry Adams is elected president of S inn Fein 

1984 

March A national miners' strike begins 

April PC Yvonne Fletcher is shot dead outside Libyan embassy 

May Sir John Betjernan and Eric Morccombe die 

July Hadyn David becomes President of LPRC 

July York Minster is set ablaze by a lightning strike 

October IRA bomb blasts Tory conference HQ in Brighton 

November Concern grows over spread of HIV  virus 

November The miners start to return to work 

1985 

[anuary Sir Clive Sincla i r  unveils the CS, an electric tricycle 

May Heysel stadium tragedy in which 4 l football fans die before 

Liverpool/Juventus match 

July Robin Hazelton becomes President of LPRC 

July 'Live Aid' at Wembley stadium, organised by Bob Geldof, 

raises over £40 m i l l ion 

September European golf team w ins Ryder Cup from the USA 

September Langley Park RC celebrates its 10th anniversary 

October PC Keith B lakelock is murdered in Broadwater Farm 

estate riots 

November The Anglo-Irish Agreement is signed 

1986 

January Michael Heseltine and Leon Brittan resign over the 

'Westland' affair 

[anuary Brit a in and France agree to the construction of the 

Channel tunnel 

March The Greater London Council (GLC) is abolished 
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July Les Patterson becomes President of LPRC 

July Prince Andrew marries Sarah Ferguson 

August Henry Moore, sculpror, dies 

September Nissan, .Japanese car manufacturer, opens a factory in 

the UK 

1987 

January Terry Waite is seized in Beirut 

March The Herald of Free Enterprise capsizes off Zeebrugge 

drowning 200 passengers and crew 

Ju11e Margaret Thatcher is elected for a third term as !'rime 

Minister 

Ju11e Unemployment falls below 3 mi l l ion 

July Brook Marshall becomes President of LPRC 

October A full-scale hurricane hits southern England 

November King's Cross Underground fire ki l ls 30 people 

1988 

January Nurses go on strike for more pay 

March Three IRA terrorists are gunned down in Gibraltar by SAS 

team 

July Keith Fordham becomes President of LPRC 

July The Church of England votes to go ahead with the ordination 

of women priests 

July More than 150 die when Piper Alpha oil rig blows up 

December Pam Am jct disaster over Lockerbic 

December Edwina Currie resigns over 'salmonella' fiasco 

1989 

February 'Fatwa' declared by Iran against Salman Rushdie, author 

of The Satanic Verses 

April 94 Liverpool football fans die in the Hillsborough disaster 

July Michael Setchell becomes President of Ll'RC 

A11g11st Thames pleasure boat Marchio11ess is h i t  and sunk by rhc 

Bow/Jelle 

September IRA bomb ki l l s  rcn Royal Marine bandsmen 

October Nigel Lawson resigns as Chancellor 

November Proceedings in the House of Commons arc televised 

for the first time 

1990 

Ja1111ary Government allocates funding for research inro BSE ('mad 

cow disease') 

[anuary AIDS claimed 1 , 6 1 2  victims last year 

March Wandsworth scrs the lowest poll tax ((i_t £ 148 per head) 

May The first St Christopher's Hospice Fun Walk raises £30,000 

Ju11e Dr David Owen dissolves the SDI' 

July Dai Evans becomes President of LPRC 

July David Stoneham awarded Paul Harris Fel lowship in 

recognition for his work organising the St Christopher's Fun Walk 

September Langley Park RC celebrates its 15 th anniversary 

November Margaret Thatcher resigns 

November .John Major succeeds as Prime Minister 

1991 

[anuary Operation Desert Srorrn is launched ro retake Kuwa it 

from lraqui forces 

February I RA bombs Vicroria Station 

March Government decides to abolish the poll tax 

March The 'B irm ingham Six '  arc freed after appeal court hearing 

May The second St Christopher's Hospice Fun Walk raises 

£55,000 

July Derck Chapman becomes President of LPRC 

November Terry Waite is freed in Beirut 

November Robert Maxwell found dead after disappearing from 

his yacht near Tenerife 

1992 

March The Duke and Duchess of York separate 

April John Major is elected as Prime Minister as the Tories are 

returned for a fourth term of office 

July Henry Phillips becomes President of LPRC 

July John  Sm i th  is elected to Labour leadersh ip after Ne i l  

Kinnock's resignation 

September Norman Lamont increases interest rares to J 5'l1i prior 

to withdrawal from the ERM 

November Windsor Castle ravaged by fire 

December Separation is announced of Prince Charles and Princess 

of Wales 
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1993 

January The European Single Marker comes into force 

February Sponsored by LPRC, Bromley Sunrise RC holds its · 

Charter Night; John Williams awarded Paul Harris Fellowship 

in recognition of his work for the local community and in setting 

up the Bromley Sunrise RC 

February IRA bombs explode in Warrington ki l l ing two children 

April The Grand National is declared void after two false starts 

May The third St Christopher's Hospice Fun Walk raises over 

£100,000 

July Arthur Ashdown becomes President of LPRC 

August Buck ingham Palace opens ro rhe pub l i c  to f inance 

resoration of Windsor Castle 

September LPRC organi ses  the Rotary World Cycl ing 

Championships at Crystal Palace; Alan Freeman awarded Paul 

Harris Fellowship for his work with the International Rotary 

Cycling Fellowship 

November Maastr ichr  treaty co mes into force; European 

Community becomes European Union 

December Parliament votes for partial deregulation of Sunday 

Trading laws 

1994 

March The first women priests in the CofE are ordained at Bristol 

Cathedral 

May Labour leader John Smith dies suddenly 

May Inauguration of Channel Tunnel 

July John Gardner becomes President of LPRC 

July Tony Blair elecrecl Labour leader 

August IRA announces 'complete cessation of violence' 

December British Coal is privatized 

1995 

February Earing's, Britain's oldest merchant bank collapses; dealer, 

Nick Leeson is blamed 

April Clause IV of Labour's constitution is abandoned 

May The fourth St Christopher's Hospice Fun Walk raises over 

£90,000 

May The 50th anniversary of VE clay is celebrated throughout 

Europe 
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]11/y Peter Simmonds becomes President of LPRC 

July 'Ethnic cleansing' continues in Bosnia 

September Langley Park RC celebrates its 20th anniversary 

November The Princess of Wales is interviewed on Panorama; 

wants ro be thought the people's 'Queen of Hearts' 

December London Headmaster Phi l ip Lawrence is stabbed and 

kil led outside his school 

1996 

January 'Eco warriors' rake ro the trees in an attempt ro halt the 

Newbury bypass 

February IRA bomb in London Docklands ends ceasefire afrer 1 7  

months 

March 16 chi ldren and a teacher are shot dead by Thomas 

Hamilton in Dunblane 

March EU bans British beef exports 

June England clefear Nerhrerlands 4- l in Euro '96 foorball 

tournament 

July John Barret becomes President of LPRC 

September Frankie Dettori wins al l  seven races in race meeting at 

Ascot 

1997 

February Research scientists announce the successful cloning of 

'Dolly '  the sheep 

May The fifth St Christopher's Hospice Fun Walk raises over 

£119,000 

May 'New'  Labour wins a landsl ide ma jority in the general 

election, gaining 4 1 9  seats; Tony B lair is youngest Pri111e Minister 

this century 

June William Hague is elected leader of rhe Conservat ive Party - 

rhe youngest since William Pitt in 1783 

July Gerry Costa becomes President of LPRC 

July Sovereignty over Hong Kong is returned ro the Chinese 

government 

July IRA announces new ceasefireand 'unequivoca l ' cessation of 

hostil it ies 

August Princess Diana dies in car crash with Dodi Fayed in Paris 
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1998 

March The 'Countryside Alliance' gathers 250,000 in protest 

march on London 

May Referendum in Northern Ireland on Good Friday Peace 

Agreement - Tl% vote yes 

July Sam Mcilrath becomes President of LPRC 

[uly David Trimble becomes First Minister of new assembly in 

Northern Ireland 

August Omagh car bomb planted by 'Real IRA' ki l ls 29 

September Iran lifts the 'fatwa' on Salman Rushdie 

November Ban on British beef to be lifted by EU 

1999 

[anuary The Euro single currency is launched 

April TV presenter J i l l  Dando is shot dead outside her home 

April National Min imum Wage is introduced at £3.60 

May Elections take place for Scottish and Welsh Assemblies 

May The sixth Sr Christopher's Hospice Fun Walk raises over 

£130,000 

May Manchester United wins the European Champions' Cup 

July John Williams becomes President of LPRC 

August The total eclipse of the Sun in Cornwall is obscured by 

clouds 

October The 'London Eye' Ferris wheel on the South Bank is 

finally erected after several mishaps 

November Keith Fordham is awarded Paul Harris Fellowship for 

his outstanding example of Service Above Self 

2000 

January The Mi l  l  e  n  n i  u m Dome opens and is dogged by 

controversy 

January GP Harold Shipman is convicted of murdering 15 women 

patients 

February Pets' passport scheme launched to allow movement of 

pets from mainland Europe to UK without quarantine 

May Ken Livingstone is elected Mayor of London 

July David Connolly becomes President of LPRC 

August Concorde crashes on take-off in Paris ki l l ing a l l  passengers 

September England cricket ream bears West Indies at the Oval 

and takes first series win against rhern in 3 1  years 

September Langley Park RC celebrates its 25th anniversary 
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